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Preface
This sixth volume of ISI's Annual Report on
International Statistics (ARIS) will be the last
one in its present format. On the questionnaires,
which we sent out at the beginning of this year to
all ISI members as well as to members of ISI's
sections, asking their opinion on ISI publications,
the users of ARIS voiced some criticisms.
It has been observed that while part of the information presented in
ARIS changes little from year to year, other information changes so
often that it is out-of-date by the time of publication, and some
information does not contain enough detail. To counter these shortcomings, it was suggested to put ARIS on Internet, and that is what we
have decided to do in the future.
On this ARIS website, which is to be part of our ISI website
(www.cbs.nl/isi), we will aim at basically maintaining the present structure. But instead of providing written information on ISI, its Sections,
the UN and other Intergovernmental Organisations, International and
National Statistical Organisations, we will provide hyperlinks for each ot
them This will constitute a much larger and more up-to-date source of
information than we can ever hope to provide on paper, and will also
save printing and mailing costs. However, it will take some time to build
a website containing all these links, and it will continue to take time and
effort to maintain and update them Therefore, we advise you to keep
this last volume of ARIS within reach until its electronic version has
attained some stage of maturity.
For National Statistical Associations, there will be no listing in this
volume ot ARIS, as we will start to include them on our website shortly.
Please allow me to draw your attention specifically to the first chapter ot the present volume, which contains three highly interesting papers
on very diverse topics:
Jacob Ryten discusses some threats, or rather challenges to statistics
in the coming millennium. Tamas Mellar presents methodology on the
statistics of hidden economies, and Helmer Strik reveals the statistics
involved in automatic speech recognition.
Jaap Hartman, our new copy editor, has exerted himself to make this
last ARIS volume the best one ever in terms of layout. I gratefully
acknowledge his efforts.
A final word of thanks to INSEE, France, who have kindly consented to print and distribute this last paper version ot ARIS, as they did
with the previous volumes. On behalf of all the readers:

Thank you very much indeed!

Marcel Van den Broecke
Director of the
International Statistical Institute
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Chapter I
Perspectives on Statistics

This chapter of ARIS contains three articles
providing a perspectir.:e an '-present-day
challenges' in statistics.
Mr. Jacob Ryten presents his optimistic views
about the 'Twenty-first century challenges for
National Statistical Offices,' while Mr. Tamas
Mellar discusses his office's efforts to measure
'Hidden economies' in National Statistics.
In the third article, Mr. Helmer Strik pravides
an introduction to a not so commanl:y knawn
application of statistics, that of 'Automatic
speech recognition. '
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Chapter I - Perspectives on Statistics

Twenty-first century challenges for National Statistical Offices:
an optimistic note
Jacob Ryten
Cirencester, United Kingdom

he argument developed in this paper arose serendipitously. In the course of a recent visit to the statistical
office of Singapore, I was asked to lead a seminar discussion on emerging statistical issues for the next
century. I listed half a dozen, but the discussion was so lively that we only had time to review two. As we
progressed, I was conscious of the fact that not only was there keen interest in discussing the nature of
emerging issues, but also how well the international statistical collectivity was prepared to face them. In this
latter respect, it appeared to me that there are many venues in which we tend to maximise unduly the complexity
of current and future issues of interest to the profession, and tend to minimise our preparedness to face up to
them. It was that view that prompted me to write a paper, which, while recognising at least some of the
challenges, placed the prospects of dealing adequately with them in a more optimistic light.

T

In this paper, I examine the following propositions:
•

in the last half century or so the means at the disposal of the official statistician have increased at a
rate beyond the wildest imagination. This must be factored in when discussing our ability to cope with
new subjects;

• never have respondents been so well disposed towards the sharing of information with legitimate fact
collectors. This argument is usually turned upside down because of the introduction of measures to
protect privacy etc.; and
• for each of a number of identifiable challenges there has been at least one helpful development that
should increase our ability to deal with it very substantially.

Introduction
Since we are but two steps away from a new century and a
new millennium, any generalities written about the
condition of official statistics in 1999 invite both a
retrospective comparison as well as a prospective analysis.
Not that we are in a position to compare our current
situation with that of the last year of the previous
millennium and, strictly speaking, a comparison with the
last year of the previous century would not produce very
interesting results either. In 1899, for all the attention they
commanded, official statistics remained the leisurely
pursuit of a few (very few) tombstone facts, which a
civilised country's government felt it should be aware of,
while at the same not feeling strained if the facts in question
remained unknown.
It is customary, when choosing a benchmark year for
evaluation of progress to-date, to use the immediate postwar as a starting point. Rather than doing the same and not
being able to use the beginning of the century as a
convenient yardstick, I chose to take as my 100 the time

when national statistical offices acquired their first
electronic computing equipment. The most striking facts
that result from the comparison are respectively:
•
•

the collapse of the unit price of memory\ and
the increase in the speed of access and arithmetic.

Lately, the convergence of communications with
computing has added a new and powerful dimension to
what was already a spectacular process of change. Two
comparable revolutions that come to mind are the
introduction of Arabic numerals and the institution of the
government post office. But neither is immediately
associated with a take-off in the production and use of
official statistics.
My first experience with a main frame computer goes back
some forty years and my memory of its size and cost is that its
central unit amounted to a full blooded 8K and the cost of the
annual lease was of the order of 100 thousand US dollars. In
orders of magnitude relatively to that base, today's PC with 64MB
4
3
RAM (I 0 ) cost 10 US dollars each with a purchasing power of
1
I 0- of their counterparts in 1960. All of which adds up to a
reduction in cost per KB of memory of I 0- 7 over a period of forty
years, a rate unequalled by any other technical innovation.
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The technical strides, spectacular as they are, constitute
by no means the only noteworthy changes between that
indefinable year lost somewhere in the fifties and today.
Just as remarkable are the conceptual strides taken by a
small number of international secretariats in close
partnership with a handful of national statistical offices.
Their joint efforts succeeded in providing the community of
nations with one language to describe consistently
economic growth, income distribution, consumption,
investment and the like. The United Nations System of
National Accounts, which embodies one of the most
complex international agreements ever framed, has become
what successively Latin and French were to the world of
international relations for more than the past millennium.

Three standard complaints
The concerns one listens to, particularly m international
venues, even after allowing for the inevitable
grandstanding, consist of the following three parts:
•

there is an increasingly yawning gap between scarce
means, ever scarcer because of the mean nature of
treasuries world-wide, and umeasonable expectations on
the part of insensitive users;

•

the mood of respondents to comply with the reasonable
and responsible requests that originate with NIS's is
declining steadily; and

•

the real world is becoming more intractable because it
keeps throwing up increasingly complex problems.

Notwithstanding their mantra-like repetition, there is
little factual evidence for any of these, but if we succeeded
in dealing with them systematically, my conjecture is that
we would soon find out that we are better equipped to enter
the next century and face challenges than, say, our
forefathers when they erupted into the post-war period.
The three concerns or complaints are discussed in turn
below.

The First Complaint: the increasing gap
between unreasonable demands and scarce
resources
However, " ... most of our people have never had it so
good", Mr. MacMillan said in 1957 and the remark was
subsequently adopted as a campaign slogan for the 1959
elections in the UK. Official statisticians could well fall in
line behind the same slogan. Take the following analogy as
a point of reference. It would make little sense comparing
the budget of the armed forces of any NA TO country forty
years ago with what it is today particularly if one did not
have suitable adjustment factors for quality and for nominal
price changes. Among the many extraordinary changes,
European countries have virtually dispensed with
conscription; today's regular forces can only be kept in
being and in readiness at the expense of a much bigger
outlay of training resources than did their counterparts of
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forty years ago. Their professionalism contrasts starkly with
the disregard for physical and mental conditioning that
characterised large armies of conscripts. And above all, the
capital equipment made available to each member of a
country's defence establishment is incomparably more
accurate, lethal, portable, flexible and so on than its
counterpart two world wars ago. Detection, intelligence,
command and control have all undergone technologically
related changes of a nature such that the most sophisticated
generals of yesteryear would find it impossible to stay on
top of operations without extensive retraining.
For each of these changes, there are counterpart changes
that have affected in almost identical fashion official
statisticians to the point where today's 'theatre of
operations' bears little resemblance to that in which our
professional grandparents cut their gums. The growth in the
size of the files at one's fingertips is perhaps one of the
more astounding achievements. For example, those
statistical offices which have set up a register of all
businesses that operate in their respective economy, the
names, addresses, activities and other characteristics of
literally millions of productive enterprises can be accessed
on a screen, literally at a moment's notice. Rapid access is
not only necessary to draw samples, establish contacts and
check incoming returns but also to help evaluate and
interpret current numbers, to produce specialized statistics
on business demography or any one of the very numerous
applications that have been found for those registers .
Another example is provided by those statistical offices,
which have adopted handheld devices for inquiries that
demand the interviewing of households, institutions or
businesses. For such inquiries the fieldworker has at his
immediate disposal computing power and retrievable
memory that entire offices lacked two generations ago.
Handheld devices equipped with communications interfaces
have given the statistician in the field accesses to the
brainpower of his office. The operational manual - that
ponderous listing of policies and procedures, written
solemnly once and updated infrequently and seldom
consulted because of its lack of portability - is now easily
made available on a portable CD-ROM and can be
consulted using one of the many search facilities that
modern computing has placed at our disposal.
The bald fact is that at any stage of the production
process, statisticians are equipped with virtually all the
computing power required to make their contribution to a
survey; and have the wherewithal to access wherever they
are the recorded wisdom and experience of their office be it
through access to technical matters or to policy and
procedural manuals. Under these conditions, the numbers of
people effectively employed by statistical offices have
ceased to be of overriding consequence but instead their
training, technical adroitness and computing expertise have
all assumed a far greater importance. Moreover, if future
trends continue to be highly correlated with those we have
witnessed in the recent past, the chances are that we enter a

Chapter I - Perspectives on Statistics

most pronusmg third millennium or at least a brightly
coloured twenty-fust century.

The Second Complaint: the evaporation of
respondents' good will
At no stage in the past have respondents been so cooperative with official gatherers of information. Here are a
few arguments to back up this statement in the absence of
any systematic evidence collected at international level.
Householders are inured to the idea of having someone
telephone them during dinnertime to ask them about their
tastes, preferences and hopes ranging over the widest
variety of subjects. There is no evidence, documented or
received by oral tradition, that those same householders
discriminate against an inquiry into their labour force status
or travel patterns. But the increasing popularity of the
approach does suggest that the idea - abhorrent as it might
have seemed say thirty years ago - has now become a
normal, if not expectation, at least event.
At no time in the past have businesses, irrespective of
place of residence, activity and size been so prone to
standardise accounts and presentations thereof. This is
largely because whatever the arguments that their heads
voice, they have come to terms with the fact that the cost of
doing business anywhere implies sharing a great deal of
financial and managerial information. Moreover, business
beyond a certain size is actually an active user of statistical
information particularly in those countries where the NSI's
have the capacity to produce data for small areas. Thirty or
forty years ago, NSI's were not in the habit of consulting
business or running seminars for business people interested
in getting more benefits from official statistics. Today, such
occurrences are by no means isolated events in at least a
handful of countries.
Now more than ever before, institutions engaged in the
delivery of health, education or welfare services are being
led in the direction of much tighter management, which
usually involves the production of a great deal of internal
information relative to the effectiveness of internal
practices. What in previous years was perceived as
stonewalling by those institutions and was probably no
more than the absence of management information systems,
has by now been largely superseded. Relevant information,
or at least part of that information, is there for the taking so
long as the cause it serves is perceived to be legitimate. The
widespread insistence on transparency and accountability
has made it almost impossible to run large-scale
institutions without proper information systems and once
these are established, the idea of not sharing their output
with the public directly or through intermediaries, would be
politically unacceptable.
Governments have moved forward substantially in at
least two ways. In many cases they have integrated their
budgetary analysis in terms of the fiscal and monetary
outlook with the standard national accounting framework.
In many more, they have realised that the way to transact

business with the outside world -their neighbours,
competitors, and international organizations - requires the
availability of a certain amount of information displayed in
a standard fashion. Useful information cannot be
interpreted otherwise.
The difference between the current situation and that
prevailing in past periods arises because the absolute
number of demands placed upon each of these sectors has
probably increased faster than their good will. As a result
the good will available to each of the claimants for
information - governments in the pursuit of regulatory or
fiscal objectives, market researchers attempting to place
sharper boundaries on increasingly differentiated market
segments - may have gone down. But that is not so much
an argument about the outside world as one about the
measures that NSI's as the official fact finders for a
government must take to protect their share of respondents'
good will.

The Third Complaint: the unfairness of the real
world
There may be some justice to this last complaint but it is
more helpful to start taking stock of the necessary actions if
we wish to cope successfully with new problems. The
world has become much too complex, is the way the
complaint runs. NSI's are simply not equipped, legally,
financially or technically to understand and much less to
provide solutions to some of the measurement problems
that real world changes have created. One question, which
this complaint raises, is whether problems are turning up as
part of steadily increasing trend or whether it is believed
that the change in the rate of change has picked up. It is not
clear that we are witnessing the latter and as for the former
it should not lead us to state more than the fact that our
forefathers had to live with the exactly the same kinds of
challenges increasing in trend-like fashion. I provide two
examples of complex challenges - indeed the same two
examples that were discussed at my seminar of early 1999.

Globalisation and the end ofgeography
I rate the most decisive change to affect economic statistics
in the last twenty or so years as being the end of geography
as an interesting dimension for a variety of traditional
economic measurements. By the same token I rate as one of
the more important changes to affect economic statistics the
widespread interest in the way certain other economic
variables interact with geography. More specifically, at the
level of profits, rates of return, diffusion of technology, and
so on the notion of geography as a variable of interest has
been substantially weakened. This matter has to do with the
large-scale phenomenon of globalisation. But at the level
of statistics on employment, personal income, distribution,
and environment, to name a few, the urge is to estimate
their change for progressively finer areas, well below the
national boundaries or in the case of federal states, well
below the areas of its political constituents.

5
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The immediate and more profound challenges for
national statistical systems are twofold:
•

•

in the case of financial assets and flows, the traditional
national boundaries are a barrier to the acquisition of
essential information. To put it concretely: countries
where the importance of transnational companies is
great - such as Canada or the Netherlands - one can
no longer interpret the behaviour of the market sector by
looking exclusively at information limited to its
respective geopolitical boundaries. Because the
jurisdiction of a NIS finishes at the national boundaries
of its country, and because the information collected
within a country is necessarily protected with the seal of
individual record confidentiality, the irrelevance of
geography creates a problem and a contradiction; and
for statistics that are clearly associated with residence
and territory such as employment and the
environment - the requirement has no longer much to
do with the country as a natural entity as with small
areas and economic regions all of which are either
smaller than a country or, in some perverse cases, cross
national boundaries. Thus the Basque country crosses
into both Spain and France and at the same time is - at
least right now - an infra-national entity with sharply
defined geo-economic boundaries.

So what are the favourable developments that prepare
NIS 's to confront with confidence at least the first of these
challenges? I can think of two . Eurostat has got into a
position where it can access the business registers of the
Union's members. This is not only a necessary precaution
from its point of view - assuming that unduplicated and
full coverage statistics for Europe are a requirement- but it
could teach non-European countries a great deal about the
way business expands and changes configuration beyond
national boundaries. Secondly, statisticians in several
countries have finally discovered the advantages of a
strategic alliance with the accounting profession and stand
to benefit enormously from requirements such as those of
the Securities and Exchange Commission for statements on
the global enterprise drawn up with consistent accounting
rules.
This does not mean that the remaining problems in the
path towards a proper statistical description of globalisation
are trivial. On the contrary, they are daunting. But it also
means that they will be approached with considerable prior
homework and thought.

Outcomes-yes; inputs-no
The second of the challenges has to do with the tension
between the measurable and the inconsequential and the
unmeasurable but interesting in the context of social
statistics. It concerns mostly health and education. Ever
since they got started in a serious way, social and
institutional statistics have dealt with inputs, in a systematic
fashion. Thus we have been able to find out about the
number of hospital beds and the ratio of admitted patients
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to hospital beds; the number of desks and the ratio of full
time students (or their equivalent) to available desk by type
of school and facility; the number of welfare cheques
dispensed per unit of time and so on. But this has been done
at least on the surface, at the cost of statistics on outcomes.
Underlying the traditional statistics on services provided
mostly by the public sector through identifiable institutions
(hospitals ands schools) was some notion of linearity - as
you increase the inputs into a service you increase its
outputs in some proportional fashion. But for a number of
well known reasons - the diversification of outputs, the
need to offer broader choice to consumers, the pressure of
the electorate to get public accountability of the way 'its'
money has been spent - the original assumptions had to be
quietly scrapped. Instead, a number of other statistical
devices have been suggested, most of them as measures of
surrogate outcomes and all based on rather controversial
hypotheses .
Clouding this approach is a lesson that has been learnt
by the international statistical community. A producer of
official statistics should not espouse controversial
assumptions unless the subject dealt with is well outside the
sphere of politics and is visibly beyond the reach of
government. Thus, such matters as the extent of violence
against women or the propensity to consume harmful (but
pleasant) substances all of which rely on fairly
sophisticated and not at all obvious assumptions, have
invariably drawn fire from committed quarters and risked
landing in disrepute the NIS that studied them. The drive to
measure the outcomes of investments in the delivery of
health and education services is no exception. At first NIS 's
will be criticised for not attempting it and subsequently for
having done so with the wrong ideological bias.
In Canada, the NIS has embarked on a different tack,
one fraught with enormous technical cliff-hangers but
slated to avoid some of the more obvious accusations of
ideological bias. It consists in conducting a complex
longitudinal inquiry designed to track over time a constant
population described by its socio-economic features and
exposed from the beginning to the services the efficacy of
which one is trying to measure. The idea is to relate
measurable outcomes to their correlates but allowing users
to superimpose their hypotheses on what is an unbelievably
rich source of data.
Naturally, there are choices made by the NIS that reflect
value judgements. What is a correlate is more or less fixed
from the beginning and to a certain extent opting for one
rather than another reflects a subjective choice. However,
the choices need not be ideological or controversial.
There are a number of relevant innovations brought to
the fore by this approach. Not the least is the ability to
handle large longitudinal surveys with a very large number
of variables. No such survey was deemed possible before
the days of cheap and portable computing, efficient editing
and highly developed interview techniques. These are the
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important assets which NIS's bring with them as they enter
an era in which the management of social surveys promises
to be infinitely more demanding than in what preceded it.

Conclusions
The balance between what we know how to do and what we
are expected to do has changed remarkably in the last three
or four decades. It has probably changed more than in
previous centuries. But it may well have changed for the
better in that the profession has reached new heights of
technical sophistication, the dependence of governments on
its results has become closer than ever imagined and in that
technological change is affecting favourably the very heart
of statistical activities. Those are no mean assets with
which to enter a new decade, a new century and a new
millennium.

Jacob Ryten
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Appearance of the output of the hidden economy in statistics
Tamas Mellar
President of the Hungarian Central Statistical
Office, Budapest

T

he hidden economy makes itselffelt in countries at the most diverse stages of development, such that the
statistical survey/estimation of its output and that of its share in GDP and incomes raises a problem to the
international statistical community.

There are recommendations included in the 1993 SNA and the corresponding ESA on this subject, which
have been adapted for each country according to local conditions.
A survey of hidden economy output - or, in a broader sense, the informal sector and the resulting
incomes - is on the agenda of the UN Statistical Commission (Delhi Group). The IMF is also dealing with the
issue on a regular basis, focusing mainly on transition countries.

Coverage of Survey
Both the national and international statistical agencies
identify first the coverage of the survey to be taken into
consideration in terms of production and incomes.
According to the IMF, there is:
•

the 'informal economy' , those small-scale, private
activities presenting special difficulties for statistical
coverage;

•

the formal unrecorded economy, i.e. businesses that
belong to the formal economy for which statistical
reports are not being received and whose activities are
not being inferred;

•

•

the 'hidden economy' which may overlap with the
informal and unrecorded economies, but which includes
activities of formal enterprises that are hidden or
misrepresented although the enterprises may be covered
in statistical surveys and other sources; and
there are illegal activities (such as drug production and

trafficking) that are productive in an economic sense but
difficult to capture in statistics.
Of the items listed above, estimations on the 'informal
economy' - as referred to by the IMF - are regularly
made by the Hungarian statistical service. There are
estimations made on concealed activities (aiming at tax
evasion or avoidance of payment to social security
contributions). Any concealment which is the result of
failure to complete a questionnaire will be considered by
the statistical service as a 'non-response' and recorded
according to the usual statistical methods, mainly by
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estimating the data of economic units of a similar size with
the corresponding scope of activities.
Small businesses in Hungary are exempted from
registration and from declaring their income, if below a
certain set limit. Thus, no information about their activities
is available in the data sources of the public administration.
No separate estimations relating to the black market or
informal economy as such are available either. However,
the Hungarian Central Statistical Office makes estimates on
all economic operations in full detail. The estimation of
data referring to industrial enterprises with staff less than 11
persons is partly based on the general turnover tax data for
the last two years.

The market and non-market output and the value added
of small agricultural units are recorded in the household
sector. The same estimation method is applied for recorded,
legitimate and non-recorded and concealed productions as
well. It is a characteristic feature of small agricultural units
that people working in other sectors or unemployed
persons, retired members of families and relatives are
employed unregistered. They market a considerable part of
their output without makirig out any (recorded) bill. This
output is estimated partly by converting the production data
given in physical units of measure into value, partly on the
basis of consumption data of household statistics.
The housing estimation method also covers the
informal activity of non-recorded units. The housing
estimates are based on data obtained from municipalities:
partly based on the quantity of construction permits
granted, and partly based on the licences for finished flats.
The Hungarian CSO makes estimates for cases of
underdeclaration by registered quasi-enterprises,
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individual small businesses and non-recorded producers in
the household sector (the latter called hereafter: producers
in the household sector). In addition to quasi-enterprises,
economic corporations with single-entry bookkeeping and
with no legal entity, individual enterprises liable to make a
corporate tax return form are also meant. Estimating the
outputs and incomes of such establishments, the data
figuring in their tax returns are used. Those data are likely
to represent some underdeclarations compared to the actual
situation.
In 1997, a household survey was made with the
assistance of the UNDP, to assess the hidden economy in
Hungary. The survey could be accomplished by studying
the samples of 7,560 households selected gradually
(including additional addresses due to non-response).
The Hungarian definition reads:
"The hidden economy covers economic actlv1ties of
which operators evade part of the rules of the legal
economy (illegality) and such activities are only partly
included in the official statistics (unrecorded activities)."
However, the phrase 'hidden' does not cover the
following activities: housework, voluntary social work,
exchange of products and work between households, crime,
activities considered productive but nevertheless illegal
(e.g. drug production and trade). The hidden economy
within the meaning of the definition mentioned is on the
one hand in conformity with the classification of Eurostat
and on the other hand is remarkably like the 'second
economy' as defined earlier in Hungary. A clarification of
the concept is essential for the sake of avoiding the mistake
of comparing analysis results referring to incomparable
economic formations on making international and domestic
'historic' comparison.

•

Macroeconomic discrepancy analysis. The essence of
the method is a comparison between the results of two
macroeconomic surveys; the discrepancy found is
considered the hidden economy.

•

There are other possibilities as well: e.g. after
surveying national income - based both on income and
expenditure statistics - the results of both surveys will
be crosschecked.

•

Monetary estimate. The methods under this category
start from two assumptions, namely the transactions of
the hidden economy are settled in cash, while those of
the formal economy through banks; some time ago no
hidden economy existed. By comparing the present data
with those of the era mentioned the trend of the money
circulation, the relative dimension of the hidden
economy and the pace of its change can be estimated.

The 1997 survey covered households, and was
conducted using a public-opinion poll. We believe it is
worth introducing such a survey from time to time because
it may advance a many-sided estimation of the proportion
and significance of the hidden economy, which is important
for our country, especially in the transition period.
During the survey, a multiple-stage control system - being
much tighter than usual at the CSO - was applied. Our
colleagues in the County Directorates had to check the
doorstep interviews at random. Fifteen per cent of the
questionnaires in each county had been selected for
subsequent checking, i.e. at least one (on average three)
doorstep interview(s) made by each interviewer was/were
checked.

Tamas Mellar

Since the 1970's all sorts of methods have been
elaborated to determine the size of the hidden economy.
The main barriers in the individual methods are listed
below:
•

Household survey using questionnaires. It goes
without saying that this method is applicable for
analyzing only such hidden economic activities which
come under the category household. In this definition
range, there are two barriers in this method, i.e. gaps in
the knowledge of the respondent and intended distortion
of facts, provided the sample is sufficient so as to keep
the limits of errors of a macroeconomic estimate at an
acceptable level.

•

Survey of small businesses. It is a fundamental
supposition for applying this method that the smaller a
company is, the more it tends to make hidden economic
transactions (primarily with the aim to evade tax and
violate the rules of labour legislation) and the more
suitable area it is for this purpose.
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Automatic speech recognition: a statistical affair
Helmer Strik
2

A RT, Department of Language and Speech,

Nijmegen University, Netherlands

ost of us frequently use speech to communicate with other people. Most of us will also communicate
regularly with a computer, but rarely by means of speech. The computer input usually comes from a
keyboard or a mouse, and the output goes to the monitor or a printer. Still, in many cases the
communication with a computer would be facilitated if speech could be used, if only because most
people speak faster than they type. A necessary requirement for this is that the computer is able to recognise our
speech: automatic speech recognition (ASR).

M

ASR is booming, and ifyou have not heard of it yet, this will certainly change in the near future. This is
a prophecy I can easily make, since at this very moment it has been fulfilled. Why? Because in this article, I will
explain how ASR works. And you will find out that ASR is 'a statistical affair'.

Speech recognition
In this article, I will often refer - by way of illustration to a specific continuous speech recogniser (CSR), namely a
Dutch CSR developed at our department (Strik et al.,
1997). This CSR is currently used in an operational spoken
dialogue system - called OVIS - which automatically
gives information about train journeys in the Netherlands
via the telephone. For instance, in the third quarter of 1997
OVIS automatically answered some 200,000 calls. The
CSR in OVIS is fairly typical for the CSR's currently being
used elsewhere.
The first generation of speech recognisers stored a
template for every word that had to be recognised. An
incoming (unknown) word was compared to all templates,
and the template with the smallest distance was chosen.
This technique only works well if the number of words
(that have to be recognised) is small. Furthermore, all
words had to be uttered in isolation, with a pause before
and after each word, because otherwise the recogniser often
had difficulties in finding the beginning and end of the
words. Many current applications should be able to
recognise (tens of) thousands of words which have been
uttered naturally (i.e. without pauses, and therefore such a
recogniser is called a continuous speech recogniser, CSR).
For instance, OVIS can recognise more than 1,400 different
words (some are shown in Table 2). Since it is not feasible
to store so many templates, phonemes are often used as
basic recognition units.
Phonemes are the building blocks of speech. For every
phoneme there is a symbol (see Table /). For instance, in
the Dutch word 'rekenwerk' there are three different sounds
for the letter 'e', which are thus all described by a different
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phoneme symbol ('e:', '@' and 'E', respectively:
're:k@nwErk'). Since most of you are probably not
familiar with Dutch, I will also give English example. Ask
a native English speaker to pronounce the word
'characterisation', and if you listen carefully you will hear
three different pronunciations of the letter 'a'. So, for the
same letter (grapheme) 'a' there are three different
phoneme symbols. The 37 basic units used in OVIS are
given in Table 1. Note that there are two basic units for
each of the phonemes 'l' and 'r'. The reason is that 'l' and
'r' are often pronounced differently in Dutch before and
after a vowel.
Table I -

The 37 basic units used in O VIS

For each phoneme are given:
[I] the symbol used in OVJS,
[2] the official phonetic symbol (which can be found in good
dictionaries), and
[3] an example of a Dutch word in which these phonemes occur
(the target sound is shown in b o Id it a Ii cs).

Vowels
[I]

[2]

e:
a:
o:
y
2:
Ei
9y

e
a
0

y
0

£i

rey

[3]

liep
leeg
laat
boom
b u ut
deuk
wijs
huis

[I]

[2]

E
A

£
Q

0

::)

y

y

@
u
Au

a
u
AU

[3]

lip
leg
lat
born
put
gel ij k
boek
koud
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Consonants
[I]

[2]

[3]

[I]

p
b
t
d
k
N
m
n

p
b
t
d
k

put

L

bad

tak

I)

m
n

[2]

[3]

R
f

R

ba/
bar
/iets

dak

V

V

vat

kat

s
z

s
z

s

f

X

X

sap
z at
sjaal
jas
Ii CI, t

h
w

h
u

lang
mat

nat
/at
rat

f

had

wat

A CSR can only recognise words that are present in its
lexicon. Part of the OVIS lexicon is given in Table 2a .
There are two forms for each word. On the left is the
orthographic form, i.e. the word as it is written. This is a
sequence of letters (graphemes). On the right is a
description of the word as it is usually pronounced. This is
a sequence of phoneme symbols and is referred to as a
phoneme transcription (of the word). A CSR has an
acoustic model for every phoneme. By using phonemes as
basic units, the total number of acoustic models (templates)
that has to be stored is 37, which is much smaller than the
total number of words. In order to make clear what the
Dutch words in Table 2a mean, I have written in Table 2b
the English translation and occasionally a remark between
< and >, as follows : < remark >. (For obvious reasons,
names of Dutch railway stations cannot be translated.)

Table 2
la-Part of the OVIS lexicon

Orthographic
form
ravenstein
rechtstreeks
rechtstreekse
reis
reisgelegenheid
reizen
renesse
rest
retour
retourreis
retourtje
reuver
rheden
rhenen
richting
ridderkerk

Phoneme
transcription
ra:v@nstEin
rExstre:ks
rExstre:ks@
rEis
rEisx@le:x@nhEit
rEiz@
r@nEs@
rEst
r@tu- R
r@tu- rEis
r@tu- Rc@
r2:v@R
re:d@
re:n@
rlxt!N
rid@RkERk

lb-English
translation
and/or < remark >

< station name >

directly
direct
travel < noun >
travel opportunity
to travel < verb >
< station name >

rest, remainder
return ticket
two-way journey
return ticket

Phoneme models
The most common type of model used in ASR is the
'Hidden Markov Model' (HMM). The structure of HMMs
is based on the following premise about the production of
speech: "An utterance is produced by the speech
articulators passing through an ordered sequence of
'stationary states' of different duration." The states may be
viewed as corresponding roughly to acoustic events. This is
a crude and drastically simplified model of the complexities
of speech; speech is the realisation of a smooth and
continuous process which does not jump from one
articulatory position to another. However, the success of
HMMs in speech recognition demonstrates that the
approximation in the premise above is a useful one.

Markov models
A phoneme model should thus consist of an ordered
sequence of states. The model given in Figure 1 satisfies
this demand. It consists of an ordered sequence of 6 states
Si. The two states A and B are only used to concatenate
phoneme models in order to create word models.

Figure 1 - Structure of a phoneme model in O VIS

B

Figure 1 shows that not all transitions are possible. The
possibility to make a transition from one state to another
one is bounded by some rules. The allowed transitions and
their probabilities are stored in a transition matrix. A
fictitious example of a transition matrix is given in Table 3.
Table 3 -

from
state
-!,

Transition matrix/or the phoneme model in
Figure 1

to
state
2

➔

A=

0.4

I

2
3

4

4

3

0.2

5

6

A

B

0.4

- - - - - - .- - - - - - ·; - - - - - -,- - - - - I

I

I

: 0.8 : 0.1 : 0.1 :

.

: 0.8 : 0.1 : 0.1 :
'
'
-----~------r----r----: 0.6 : 0.3 : 0.1
· - - - - - - ... - - - - - l. - - - - -

5
6

0.2 '.:" ____
0.5 _
.:______
.: 0.4

0.3 :
0.4

.02

< station name >
< station name >
< station name >

direction
< station name >

The fact that speech is an ordered sequence of acoustic
events is reflected in the model by the uni-directional flow
of transitions. Because speech production is a process
which evolves in time, and cannot be reversed in time,
transitions from right to left are not possible. In the model
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of Figure I, it is possible to remain in the same state,
change to the next state, or skip a state. This is also
reflected in the transition matrix in Table 3. Some
transitions have a zero probability, i.e. they are not allowed.
The fact that states can be repeated or skipped represents
the variations in speaking rate. If the speaking rate is low,
then a phoneme will have a longer duration and the state
corresponding to that phoneme has to be repeated more
often.
The statistical nature of the variation in speaking rate is
accounted for by attaching a probability to each transition
(see Table 3). For instance, if a phoneme often has a very
long duration, then for the state corresponding to this
phoneme the probability to re-enter the same state must be
relatively high. The transition probability between S; and Si
is the probability that the model is in state Si at time instant
t+ 1, given that it is in state S; at time instant t. By
definition, the sum of all probabilities to leave a state must
be equal to 1. This includes the possibility to re-enter in the
same state. Therefore, the sum of the probabilities in every
row of A is equal to 1 (see Table 3).
An important characteristic of this model is that the
state occupied at time instant t+ 1 is determined
probabilistically and depends only on the state occupied at
time t. This is called the Markov property, and hence the
model is called a Markov model. Or, to be more precise, it
is called a Markov model of order one, because the
probability of occupying a state at time t+ 1 depends only on
the previous state. If the probability of occupying a state at
time t+ 1 depends on the previous two states, i.e. the state at
time t and the state at time t-1, then the model is called a
second-order Markov model.

Feature extraction
The approach used in ASR is that of statistical pattern
classification. Generally, a pattern classifier consists of two
parts: a feature extractor and a classifier. The classification
process is described below. Here I will shortly explain
feature extraction, which is often referred to as acoustic
pre-processing. The values mentioned are those used in
OVIS .
The microphone converts the speech pressure wave in
an analogue, electrical signal. This analogue signal is then
digitised (ND conversion) by taking 16000 samples per
second (i.e. the sampling frequency is 16 kHz). Next, every
10 msec. a frequency spectrum is calculated, and 28 feature
values that describe the spectral contents of the signal are
stored in a feature vector. Consequently, there are 100
feature vectors F1 per sec., and each one consists of M=28
values. How these feature vectors are used in ASR is
described below.
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Hidden Markov models
In speech both variations in speech rate and variations in
pronunciation (articulation) are observed between different
realisations of an utterance. The Markov model can account
for variations in speech rate. In order to allow for variations
in pronunciation, likelihoods are attached to each state. For
a given feature vector F1and state S;, the likelihood is:

The features in the feature matrix are generally chosen
such that they are (almost) uncorrelated, in which case the
covariance matrix I: ; is (almost) diagonal and equation (1)
reduces to
(2)

p(F1IS;) = N(Fi, µ;, I:;)=

IT N(F1m, µim, crim)
[product form= 1, .. .,M]

This is the product over the M features in the feature
matrix, and Ftm, µim and crim are the m-th component of Fi,
µ; and cr;, respectively. In other words, F1rn is the m-th
feature value and µim and crim are the mean and the standard
deviation of the m-th feature for state S;. They are estimated
during training, as will be described below.
In the equations above a normal ( or Gaussian)
distribution is used. However, in practice not every
distribution of the features can be described well by a single
Gaussian. This is why Gaussian mixtures are usually used:
(3)

p(F1IS;) =

L C;g * N(Fi, µ;g, CJ;g)
[summation for g = l, ... ,G]

where G is the total number of Gaussians (32 in the
OVIS system) and c;g are the mixture gain coefficients. The
C;g are also determined during training, with the following
constraints for all i = l, ... ,I:
cig

~

0 and I: cig = 1

[summation for g = 1, ,G]

Why are these HMMs called 'hidden'? Well, in an
HMM each state can emit more than one feature vector, and
a single feature vector can be emitted by different states.
Therefore, given a sequence of feature vectors, it is
impossible to determine the underlying sequence of states
that produced it. Put otherwise, it is impossible to determine
for every time instant t in which state the model was, i.e.
the state is hidden.
The starting point for ASR is a speech signal X of an
unknown utterance. On the basis of this signal X the CSR
has to decide which utterance W was spoken. In other
words, the CSR has to decide what the corresponding string
of words is: W = {w 1, w 2, ••. , wp,··· , wp}. Most CSR's use
the maximum likelihood criterion: they search for the W for
which P(WIX) is maximal. Unfortunately, P(WIX) cannot
be calculated directly in practice. That is why Bayes' rule is
used:
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(4)

P(WIX) = P(XIW)

* P(W) I P(X)

For a given utterance X, P(X) is constant and can be
discarded. The goal now is to find the W that maximises
P(XIW) * P(W). Let me first describe how P(XIW) and
P(W) are calculated.
P(XIW) - First, all words wP of Ware looked up in the
lexicon and the orthographic form of the word is replaced
by its phoneme transcription. In this way a phoneme
transcription of the whole utterance is obtained. For a given
X (= a sequence of feature vectors) and W (= a sequence of
phonemes) an alignment is then calculated by means of an
algorithm called the Viterbi algorithm. This alignment is
also a segmentation, because in the speech signal the
boundaries of every state in every phoneme are found .
Consequently, the result is a sequence of states Si with
corresponding feature vectors Fi. For each pair (Si, Fi) the
likelihood can be calculated by means of equation (3). By
combining the likelihoods of all pairs (Si, Fi) in the
utterance, the likelihood for the Viterbi alignment is
obtained: P(XIW) . It can be proven that the Viterbi
alignment is optimal in the sense that it is the alignment for
which P(XIW) is maximal.
P(W) - P(W) is the likelihood of a sequence of words:
P(W) = P(w 1, w 2, ... , wp, .. . , wp). For calculation of P(W)
the acoustic signal X is not needed. The models used to
estimate P(W) are generally called language models, since
they contain information about the likelihood of word
sequences in a language. As language models the so called
n-grams are often used:

(5)

(w1 , ... , W p)

=

rrq

P(wq

I Wq- 1, Wq-2, .. . , Wq-n+1)

In an n- gram the likelihood of a word thus depends on
the previous (n- 1) words .

Training
Large collections of utterances are used to train the
phoneme models. Each example contains the acoustic
signal and a description of the contents of that utterance
(i.e. a sequence of words) . Such a collection is called a
speech corpus. During training the words in all utterances
are replaced by their phoneme transcriptions (as described
above). Next, the Viterbi algorithm is used to find the
optimal alignment between the speech signals and the
phoneme transcriptions . After all alignments (and thus
segmentations) have been calculated it is possible to
determine for every state Si (of all phonemes) what the
corresponding parts of the speech signals are. Put
otherwise, it is possible for every state Si to determine what
the corresponding feature vectors are. Then, for each state
Si, the parameters C;g, µ; g and <Y;g can be calculated. These
parameters are stored, and they make it possible to evaluate
equation (3) during the recognition phase.

lexicon, the total number of possible n-grams is L". For
instance, for OVIS (L = 1400) there are 1400 unigrams,
2
6
3
9
1400 = 1.96 * 10 bigrams and 1400 = 2,744 * 10
trigrams . It is obvious that for training these n-grams a large
amount of data is needed, and the required amount of data
grows rapidly with increasing n. That is one of the reasons
why in OVIS only unigram and bigram language models
are used. In order to train the n-grams, only text (and no
acoustic signals) is needed. For this purpose, the texts
present in the speech corpora could be used. However,
since these speech corpora usually do not contain enough
text for adequate training of the language models, generally
much larger text corpora are used. Fortunately, large
collections of written text are available, e.g. on WWW and
at pubiishers (newspapers, books, etc.).

Recognition
Finally, we have now arrived at the crux of the matter:
automatic speech recognition. As mentioned above, for a
given unknown X the goal is the find the optimal word
sequence W, which is the Wh that maximises P(XIWh) *
P(Wh) - For a given hypothesis Wh the phoneme models and
the Viterbi algorithm can be used to calculate P(XIWh),
while P(W b) can be calculated with the language model.
After P(XIWh) * P(Wh) has been calculated for all possible
hypotheses W h, the W h can be chosen for which P(XIWh) *
P(Wh) is maximal. This maximum likelihood classification
could be done for every separate word. However, previous
research has shown that it is better to do it for the whole
utterance . Let us do so.
Since at the beginning of recognition it is completely
unknown which words are present in the utterance, the CSR
starts generating all possible words at position 1, 2, 3, etc.
Because we have just decided to do maximum likelihood
classification for the whole utterance, the CSR should
continue generating words until the end of the utterance is
reached. However, the total number of possible word
sequences is immense, especially if the CSR has a large
lexicon and the utterance is long. Calculating the likelihood
for all these hypotheses would cost a large amount of CPU
time and memory - too much. That is why the following
technique is applied, which is called beam search. At
regular intervals, before the end of the utterance, the
likelihood of each of the hypotheses is calculated with the
Viterbi algorithm. All hypotheses for which the likelihood
at that point is much less than that of the most likely
hypothesis are discarded, because it is very unlikely that
they are part of the optimal word sequence. In this way
CPU time and memory are kept within reasonable bounds.
This is important, as a CSR has to work ' real-time'. In the
end, the word sequence W h with the largest likelihood is
chosen, and this is the recognised utterance.

Besides the phoneme models, the language models also
have to be trained . If there are L words present in the
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Applications
During the last 40 years the performance of the speech
recognisers has gradually increased. Although CSR's still
make mistakes, their performance is now good enough to
use them in applications. Applications which are already
frequently used are dictation systems (so that you can talk
to your PC) and systems for giving various kinds of
information via the telephone (similar to OVIS). You do
not have to be a clairvoyant to predict that ASR will be
used more and more in the near future. In this paper, I have
tried to explain how ASR works, and you now know that
ASR
Automatic Speech Recognition
is
'A STATISTICAL AFFAIR .'
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Chapter II
ISi: The Institute,
its Committees,
its Sections

This chapter of ARIS offers descriptions of the
activities and plans of IS! and its five Sections.
Supplementary to a comprehensive list with
factual infmmation on all IS! Committees,
several of the Committee Chairs have pravided us
with an additional summary of their
Committees 's objectives and activities.
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Chapter II -

IS!: The Institute

ISi: The Institute
Introduction
The International Statistical Institute (!SI) is one of the oldest international scientific associations
functioning in the modern world. It was established in 1885 and celebrated its centenary in 1985. The
Institute is an autonomous society which seeks to develop and improve statistical methods and their
application through the promotion of international activities and co-operation.
The JSJ is composed of more than 2,000 elected individual members who are the world's leading statisticians.
These members are drawn from over 100 countries and their accumulated experience represents a vast store of
technical knowledge which covers the entire range of official, applied and theoretical statistics. Also, leaders of
national and international statistical agencies are ex-officio members of JSI. This reservoir of expertise is
supplemented by that of the members of the Institute 's Sections. In total, there are more than 5,000 individual
members of the JS! and its Associations or Sections. The JSJ and its Sections provide a forum for the international
exchange of knowledge between members, and aims at utilising their members' expertise to assist in the practical
solution of some of the world's problems with a statistical framework.
The Permanent Office of the ISI is situated in Voorburg (near The Hague), in the Netherlands. The Institute is
registered in the Netherlands and has consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) and with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). The
Institute 's activities are funded by grants from intergovernmental organisations, governments, local authorities,
foundations, private business and other bodies, in addition to membership fees and proceeds from the sale of ISI
publications.

CD

International Statistical Institute

office
location

428 Prinses Beatrixlaan
2273 XZ VOORBURG, Netherlands

postal
address

PO Box 950
2270 AZ VOORBURG, Netherlands

telephone

fax
e-mail
website

research and to further the application of statistical
methods in all relevant fields;
•

to promote the use of the most appropriate statistical
methods in all countries;

•

to improve international comparability of statistical
data.

+31 70 3 37 57 37
+31 70 3 86 00 25
isi@cbs.nl
http ://www.cbs.nl/isi

In their work, ISI and its Associations place an
emphasis on providing an interface amongst statisticians
specialised in different fields and active in academic,
official and private sector statistics.

Objectives
The ISI has as its objective " ... the development and
improvement of statistical methods, and their application
throughout the world, all this in the widest sense of the
words", according to its Statutes. In particular it seeks:
•

•

to encourage international co-operation and association
between statisticians and the exchange of their
professional knowledge and findings;
to further the international integration of statistics by
developing world-wide relations between statistical
societies and other official and unofficial organisations
having statistical interests;

•

to contribute to the improvement of statistical education
and to promote training in statistics;

•

to advance the study of statistical theory, to appraise
statistical methods and practices, to encourage statistical

Membership
The members of the Institute constitute a unique worldwide
association of statisticians, representing all of the different
branches of the statistical profession. There are four types
of membership, two of which involve election to the
Institute.

•

Honorary members are elected from the ranks of
ordinary members in recognition that their contributions
to statistics merit special honour.

• Ordinary members are elected by virtue of their
distinguished contributions to the development or
application of statistical methods, or to the administration
of statistical services. Candidates for ordinary membership
must be nominated by five honorary or ordinary members.
An election takes place biannually.
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The two remaining membership categories are designed
to involve interested organisations in the work of the
Institute. They have restricted voting rights:

•

•

Ex-officio members are occupants of certain positions
in official national statistical agencies and international
organisations designated by the Council or are the
representatives of organisations affiliated with the
Institute. Over 100 national statistical agencies have
taken up ex-officio membership. In addition,
approximately 50 inter-governmental organisations,
international and national statistical societies are
represented in the Institute by ex-officio members.

Corporate membership is available to national or
international statistical agencies, to certain cultural,
educational and scientific institutions, and to
commercial, industrial and business enterprises which
share or support the aims of the Institute. Corporate
members are entitled to designate two representatives,
who may attend ISI Sessions and participate in the
scientific programme of the Sessions.

Organisational Structure
General Assembly
The General Assembly is composed of the individual
(honorary, ordinary and ex-officio) members of the Institute
and is usually convened biennially. The governance of the
Institute is vested in the Assembly, which reviews existing
programmes and policies and provides a forum for the
introduction of new projects.

Council
The Council is composed of the Institute's Officers,
consisting of 16 individual members, the immediate Past
President,
the
Sections'
Presidents
and
the
Secretary/Treasurer as an ex-officio member. The Council
formulates the Institute's policies and programmes in
accordance with the decisions of the General Assembly.
The members of Council for the 1997-2001 period are
as follows:
Alvaro Gonzalez- Villalobos (Argentina)
L.H. Erhard Hruschka (Germany)
Photis Nanopoulos (Greece)
James P. Ntozi (Uganda)
Sung Hyung Park (South Korea)
Elizabeth Thompson (UK)
Laszlo Vita (Hungary)
The members of Council for the 1999-2003 period are
as follows:
Luigi Fabbris (Italy)
Jeanne E. Griffith (USA)
Catherine Huber-Carol (France)
Youri Ivanov (Russia)
Farhad Mehran (Iran)
Stephan Morgenthaler (Switzerland)
Ryoichi Shimizu (Japan)
Stephen M. Stigler (USA)
The President of the previous Executive Committee
assumes membership in the Council at the end of his/her
term as President. The 'Past President Council Member' for
the 1999-2001 term is:

Executive Committee
The Executive Committee is composed of the Institute's
Officers (President, President-Elect, and 3 Vice Presidents),
who are elected by the General Assembly. It directs the
Institute according to the Statutes and By-laws, and
oversees ISi affairs in between meetings of the Council and
General Assembly.
The Executive Committee for the 1997-1999 period is
as follows:
President ............. ......... Willem R. Van Zwet (Netherlands)
President-Elect .. .... .................... Jean-Louis Bodin (France)
Vice Presidents ............ .. Ramanathan Gnanadesikan (India)
............................ Niels Keiding (Denmark)
......................... .. Natale Carlo Lauro (Italy)
The Executive Committee for the 1999-2001 period is
as follows:
President ....... ... ..... .......... ........... Jean-Louis Bodin (France)
President-Elect .. ..... ................ Dennis J. Trewin (Australia)
Vice Presidents .............. Ramanathan Gnanadesikan (India)
..................................... D. (Tim) Holt (UK)
.. ...... ..... ...... .............. . Nancy Reid (Canada)

Willem R. Van Zwet (Netherlands)
The following Section Presidents (for the 1999-2001
term) ofISI Sections enjoy membership in the ISI Council:
Bernoulli Society: .................... ...... David Siegmund (USA)
IAOS: .... ................................ Pilar Martin Guzman (Spain)
IASS: ............................................... ..... Kirk Wolter (USA)
IASC: ............................................. .. Lutz Edler (Germany)
IASE: .... ..... ....... .......... ...... ........ ... Brian Phillips (Australia)

Permanent Office
The Director of the Permanent Office is appointed by the
Executive Committee and acts as Secretary/Treasurer of the
ISi. Under the guidance of the Executive Committee, the
Director is in charge of the Institute's activities. The
Permanent Office undertakes the daily tasks required to
ensure the efficient conduct of ISi and Section business and
assists in the administration of programmes initiated by the
membership and the ISi Sections. The Director of the
Permanent Office, who is also an ex-officio member in the
Council, is:
Marcel P.R. Van den Broecke (Netherlands)
The ISi Permanent Office is located inside the offices of
Statistics Netherlands (previously known as the
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Netherlands Central Bureau of Statistics). Statistics
Netherlands has a long history of providing invaluable
support for the ISi Permanent Office. The ex-officio
Council representative from Statistics Netherlands is:

!SI: The Institute

Detailed information on these Committees and Working
Groups is given from page 24 onwards.

Sections

A.P.J. Abrahamse (Netherlands),
Director General of Statistics Netherlands

In order to further the ideals and objectives of the Institute,
Sections have been established which focus on activities
within particular fields of statistical specialisation. Five
Sections have been established:

Under the auspices of the ISi Executive Committee, a
number of Committees operate, representing various fields
of interest. These Committees are:

1. Bernoulli Society for Mathematical Statistics and

Committees

Committees and Working Groups

Type
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00
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§
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Nominations Committee

1
1

Membership Committee

✓

Elections Committee

Publications Committee
Programme Committee and
Programme Co-ordinating Committee

Statistics and the Environment Committee
Christiaan Huygens Committee on the
History of Statistics
Mahalanobis Committee for Statistics on
Statistical Activities
Gregory King Committee on Statistical
Infrastructure
Marco Polo Committee on Tourism Statistics

'"

·;:;
0)

~

✓

4. International Association for Official Statistics,
founded in 1985. President: W.F.M. de Vries,
Netherlands.
5. International Association for Statistical Education,
founded in 1991. President: M.G. Ottaviani, Italy.

1

----

~

The Sections are open to interested persons who wish to
participate in their activities, whether or not they are
members of ISL Detailed information on these Sections is
given from page 32 onwards.

Affiliated Organisations
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A scientific organisation which:

✓

•
•
•

T

has a comprehensive interest in statistics;
consists chiefly of individual members; and
does not exist for profit;

may become an affiliate of the ISI, if it substantially
furthers !Si's objectives. Affiliation allows for mutual
representation of the ISi and affiliated organisations at
meetings of their respective governing bodies, when ideas
or programmes of mutual interest are under discussion.
Such contacts provide a basis for fruitful co-operation.

T
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Identification of Special Areas of Statistical
Interest
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World Numeracy Project Working Group
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El-Khowarizimi Committee on Statistics
Association of Balkan Statisticians
International Statistical Education Centres
Ad Hoc Review Committee

3. International Association for Statistical Computing,
founded in 1977. President: E.J. Wegman, USA .

- - ------7 ·--;r
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Statistics in Industry Committee
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Sports Statistics Committee

Mercator Committee on Geographic
Information Systems
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Gregor-Johan Mendel Committee on
Agricultural Statistics

Irving Fisher Committee on Central Bank
Statistics
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founded in 1971. President: N. Chinnappa, India.
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Committee on Women in Statistics
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Committee on Strengthening Co-operation
between ISi and Statistical Societies
Committee for Promotion of Statistics in the
Life Sciences

2. International Association of Survey Statisticians,

0..

e
E

Probability (formerly: International Association for
Statistics in the Physical Sciences, founded in 1961 ).
President: L.H.Y. Chen, Singapore.

1

,_

7

ISi Services
To fully understand the functions of the ISI, it is convenient
to group ISi activities in three main groups:
1. Membership Services
2. Conference Services
3. International Intellectual Exchange Services ( including
publications and research)

I. Membership Services
Membership Matters
ISi had 1,996 elected ordinary and honorary members in
March 1999. In 1998, 73 new ordinary members were
elected. The new members are:
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Abdunnur, Labeeb
Alho, Juha Mikko
Avetissian, Vrezh
Barnabe, Richard
Bermudez, Rosa Maria
Byk, Daniel George
Cases, Chantal
Chen, Chang-Shang
Chrissanthaki, Thana
Christianson, Anders E.
Cox, Trevor Frederick
Croux, Christophe
Davis, Timothy Peter
Depoutot, Raoul
Derquenne, C.H .J.-P.
Dupont, Fran~oise L.C.
Dwivedi, Sada Nand
El-Saidi, Mohammed A.
Engen, Steinar
Fukui , Takehiro
Gauchi, Jean-Pierre
Godinot, Alain Didier
Goksel, H.A.
Goulet, Yvon
Hadi, Ali S.
Haedo, Ana Silvia
Hahlen, Johann
Hickernell , Frederick John
Hsu, Jan- Yau
Iyengar, Satish
Kapadia, Asha Seth
Katona, Tamas
Kelly, John Joseph
King, John R.B.
Kitada, Hiroyuki
Koutras, Markos V.
Kri zman, Irena
Kunte, Sudhakar
Lapins, Janis
Lavallee, Pierre
Lee, Carl
Levenbach, Hans
Loup, Jacques A.M.
Malkhasian , Vartan
Martin-Andres, Antonio
Milito, Anna Maria
M0ller, Jesper
Motoryn, Ruslan
Nair, Narayana U.
Oja, Hannu F.V.
Palmgren, Juni
Park, Dongkwon
Peeva, Vassilka
Preston , Dale L.
Rautenberg, Robert Frank
Revilla, Pedro
Ryten , Jacob
Sampath Kumar, Y.S.
Scott, Ethel M.
Simonoff, Jeffrey S.
Soltani, Ahmad R.
Stoyan , Dietrich K.
Svensson, Ake
Tsukibayashi, Shomei
Wago, Hajime
Wallace, Montie A.
Waller, Lance
Wan g, Ann-Lee
Werker, Bas
Wun, Lap-Ming
Yanai, Haruo
Young, Linda J.
Zhou, Xiao-Hua
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USA
Finland
Armenia
Canada
Spain
France
France
China
Greece
Sweden
UK
Belgium
UK
France
France
France
India
Egypt/USA
Norway
Japan
France
France
Turkey
Canada
Egypt/USA
Argentina
Germany
USA
China
USA
USA
Hungary
Canada
UK
Japan
Greece
Slovenia
India
Latvia
Canada
USA
USA
France
Armenia
Spain
Italy
Denmark
Ukraine
India
Finland
Finland
Korea
Bulgaria
USA
USA
Spain
Canada
India
UK
USA
Iran
Germany
Sweden
Japan
Japan
USA
USA
Malaysia
Netherlands
USA
Japan
USA
USA

Table I shows membership numbers for 1990-1999 as
of January of each year:
Table I - Members of /SI
Year

Honorary 1

Ordinary

Ex-officio

1990

7

1560

165

1725

55

1991

8

1592

158

1750

70

1992

8

1680

157

1837

75

1993

10

1727

154

1881

83

1994

9

1825

160

1985

80

1995

10

1867

167

2034

75

1996

11

1892

166

2058

77

1997

11

1980

167

2147

70

1998

11

2004

170

2174

71

1999

11

2007

170

2177

71

1
2

Total Corporate2

Honorary members are also elected ordinary members; therefore, in the
total they are included as such.
Not included in the total.

While recent membership elections have resulted in an
increase in candidates who are well qualified and who
represent a broad geographic basis, the ISi Permanent
Office recognises the need to stimulate ISi membership in
various geographical areas, Latin America and Asia in
particular (see Table 2).
Table 2 -

/SI Members by Geographic Region
ISi

BS IASC IAOS

*

JASE

JASS

**
West Europe

850

784

377

251

162

378

East Europe

77

168

36

27

15

27

Africa

52

11

9

25

25

159

America, North

587

309

122

59

136

108

America, Latin
and South

59

90

22

16

37

151

316

191

114

114

87

220

55

32

20

21

44

45

1,996 1,585

700

513

Asia
Oceania
Total

541 1,088

* As of March I 999
** AsofMarch 1998
In order to stimulate participation from those
developing nations (including a good number of transition
countries) which are experiencing economic difficulties
and/or foreign exchange problems, it is possible for new
members elected from these countries to obtain (if so
desired) a waiver of membership payments for 5 years
(extendable for 3 more years). So far, this 'extraordinary
status' has been utilised by a limited number of members.
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It has been recognised that women are underrepresented in some ISi activities. The ISi Committee on
Women in Statistics has introduced several initiatives,
including the introduction of a website and the scheduling
of an open meeting during the previous Istanbul Session
and the forthcoming Session in Helsinki, to discuss and
make suggestions about this broad issue.

Deceased Members
The ISi Permanent Offices announces with regret the death
of 14 members in 1998, whose names are listed below:
Bartoszynski, Robert
Booker, William L.
Castellano, Vittorio
Chakrabarty, R.P.
Geppert, Maria P.
Kenessey, Zoltan E.
Larsson, Tage K.T.
Linhart, Heinz
Marquardt, Donald W.
Obi, Keiichiro
Roberts, George W.
Scott, C.S.O.
Watson, Geoffrey
Yamamoto, Sumiyasu

Poland
UK
Italy
USA
Germany
USA
Sweden
Germany
USA
Japan
Jamaica
UK
USA
Japan

2. Conference Services

On September 25-26, 1998 a cutting edge conference
was held in Bologna, Italy focusing on the risk assessment
of environmental and occupational hazards. The conference
was an unqualified success with strong international
participation. Appreciation is expressed to the conference
organisers, A. John Bailar (USA) and John C. Bailar
(USA), Cesare Maltoni (Italy) and the European Ramazzini
Foundation.
The next (52nd) ISi Session will take place from August
10-18, 1999 in Helsinki, Finland. The National Organising
Committee, under the direction of its Chairman Timo
Relander, represents the whole field of statisticians in
Finland. It is composed of official representatives of
Statistics Finland, the nation's central statistical office; the
Finnish Statistical Society; the universities of Finland; the
city of Helsinki, and many other organisations. The chief
responsibility for organising the Session rests with Statistics
Finland. In addition to the Chairman of the National
Organising Committee (Timo Relander) and the Chairman
of the Executive Secretariat (Ilkka Mellin), the Chairman of
the Programme Committee is J.N.K. Rao, and the Chairman
of the Local Programme Committee is Hannu Niemi.
Finlandia Hall, a conference and concert centre
designed by the world-famous architect Alvar Aalto, is the
venue for the Session. For further information about what
promises to be a truly special occasion in the ISi calendar,
please contact:

CD

Sessions and Conferences
The 51 st Session of ISi, which took place from August 18
to 26, 1997 in Istanbul, Turkey was a great success, with
1,211 foreign participants (and an additional 195
accompanying persons) corning from all five continents as
well as 320 local participants. The wide-ranging Scientific
Programme was prepared by the Chairman of the
Programme Co-ordinating Committee, Niels Keiding and
its Vice Chairman, Omer L. Gebizlioglu, with the
participation of Anders Christianson (JASS), Denise
Lievesley (IAOS), Yosihiko Ogata (Bernoulli Society), and
Norbert Victor (IASC).
The last year has also seen a continuation of the
successful series of ISi 'Cutting Edge Conferences'. These
are smaller scale meetings intended to stimulate the
discussion of special developments in fields where rapid
progress is occurring or is likely to occur.
A Cutting Edge Conference entitled 'Agricultural
Statistics 2000 ' took place from March 18-20, 1998 in
Washington, D.C. The Conference, which attracted 226
participants from 49 different countries, was organised by
the ISi and the National Agricultural Statistics Service of
the US Department of Agriculture with the support of the
UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), and
Eurostat.

IS!: The Institute

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

The 52nd Session of the ISi
Executive Secretariat
FIN-00022 Statistics Finland
HELSINKI, Finland
+358 9 17341
+358 9 17342970
isi99@stat.fi
http://www.stat.fi/isi99

Briefing Seminar for Chief Statisticians
These Seminars are designed to outline the complexities of
the international statistical system for a select and important
audience. The Seminars are held in co-operation with the
Training of European Statisticians (TES) Institute. The last
Seminar was held from June 2-4, 1998 at the ISi Permanent
Office in Voorburg and included 11 participants from
primarily developing and transition countries. Instruction at
the Seminar was provided by representatives of the ISi,
Eurostat, Statistics Netherlands, the ILO, the FAO and
UNESCO.

3. International Intellectual Exchange Services
(including publications, research and
education)
Publications

International Statistical Review
The International Statistical Review (JSR), edited by V.N.
Nair and W. de Vries, publishes a broad range of review and
expository articles of interest to ISi members and its
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Sections. These include papers in statistical theory and
probability,
methodology,
applications,
education,
computing, graphics, data analysis, and the history of
statistics/probability. The journal also publishes articles
describing developments in state-of-the-art practices in
official statistics, statistical computing, statistical education,
and survey statistics. Also of interest are papers that discuss
statistical issues and applications in contemporary topics of
broad interest in science and technology, business and
industry, public policy, education, health and medicine, the
environment, and so on.
The ISi is very grateful for the continued generous
assistance of INEGI, which takes care of the entire printing
of the International Statistical Review in Mexico as well as
the mailing to readers in the Western hemisphere (the rest
of the copies are mailed out from Yoorburg).

Short Book Reviews

Bulletin of the ISL 51 st Session, Istanbul 1997
The Proceedings of the 51 st ISi Session were published as
Volume 57, Books I to V of the Bulletin of the ISi. The ISi
is very grateful to the Turkish Local Organising Committee
for the intensive work that went into the production of this
volume.

!SI Directory
Work is in progress towards the production of the 1999
edition of the ISi Directory. The new edition will contain
updated information about the ISi membership and the ISi
Sections. The ISi is grateful to Statistics Sweden who has
agreed to print the volume.

Annual Report on International Statistics
In 1998, the ISi published volume five of the Annual
Report on International Statistics (ARIS). This publication

with reviews, notes or lists by title of all books related to
Statistics, Economics, Computing and books of general
scientific interest. Short Book Reviews is edited by A.M .
Herzberg. Short Book Reviews is also printed by INEGI in
Mexico and together with the International Statistical
Review, is sent to all ISi and Section members .

contains an overview of the activities of the ISi, the
Sections, the UN and other international organisations, as
well as national and international societies involved in
statistics. Grateful appreciation is expressed to INSEE, the
French national statistical institute in Paris which produced
and distributed over 5,000 copies of this document on five
continents and to G. Stemerdink, the volume ' s Executive
Editor and ARIS 98 Senior Advisor W. Begeer.

Statistical Theory and Abstract Methods

General

Statistical Theory and Method Abstracts (STMA) is a

The revised issue of the ISi General Information Brochure
appeared in a more attractive format, as well as the reprints
of issues of the ISi Occasional Papers and Studies series.

Short Book Reviews (SBR) continued to provide members

quarterly journal published by the International Statistical
Institute since 1959. It covers about 250 journals and
conference proceedings from all parts of the world and
contains, each year, around 6,400 abstracts, highlighting the
contents of all these journals. By using STMA, researchers
can get an excellent overview of the international statistical
literature, even if their local library cannot subscribe to all
journals. STMA is edited by C. van Eeden and J. Mijnheer.

!SI Newsletter
The ISi Newsletter provides members with news items of
interest to ISi and Section members, including but not
restricted to announcements of ISi activities. Information
about future conferences and meetings is also included in
this handy periodical.

Bernoulli
The ISi Permanent Office is pleased to announce that an
agreement was reached between the ISi and Kluwer
concerning the take-over of the society journal Bernoulli,
which Kluwer had recently obtained from Thomson
Publishing. As of January 1999, Bernoulli will be published
jointly by the Bernoulli Society and the ISL Also, the
number of issues will increase from four to six per year,
and the number of printed pages in 1999 will be double that
of 1998. The editorial policy of the journal will remain the
same and the journal will continue to be edited by Ole
Barndorff-Nielsen. The journal's editorial team will be
augmented with the addition of Ank Lepping, who will
assume the role of desk editor.
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!SI on Internet
The ISi Permanent Office has continued efforts to improve
and update its worldwide web homepage, edited by Erica
van der Kraan, which provides information about the ISi
and the five ISi Sections. The homepage address is
http://www.cbs.nl/isi
The ISi is grateful to Statistics Netherlands for
providing the host for the ISI's homepage.

Research
Large Cities Statistics
Work on Large Cities Statistics has continued in cooperation with NUREC (Network on Urban Research in the
European Union), UNSTA T, Habitat, and IULA
(International Union of Local Authorities). At the Duisburg
Statistical Office in Germany, NUREC has now published
the results of the Large Cities Statistics Project (LCSP) and
is pleased to report a high response rate to the LCSP
questionnaire. As a result, data from an unexpectedly high
percentage of the world's large cities (more than 100,000
inhabitants), covering a broad variety of indicators on
demography, economic structure, housing, infrastructure,
employment, local government finance, etc. will thus be
available. This information is contained in the new
publication 1000 Cities - International Yearbook of Large
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Cities. Plans to produce a CD-ROM version are in the
works.
Glossary of Statistical Terms
With members in more than 100 countries, the ISI is aware
of the need to develop a Glossary of Statistical Terms, in
which statisticians may obtain equivalent translations of the
most frequently used terms. The project of producing a
contemporary multilingual glossary of statistical terms was
initiated in 1993 . ISI Senior Executive Corps member
J. Dragt has acted as project leader and has compiled a
large amount of information in some 20 languages for the
project. He has constructed a database that contains not
only over 3,000 statistical terms in several languages, but
also short descriptive texts, including formulae.
An electronic version of the glossary has been
developed with technical assistance provided by
J.G. Bethlehem. Work on the database will continue with
specialists from several countries who are being consulted
for the process of checking the translations. Study has also
begun to determine how languages with non-Roman scripts
(such as Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Arabic, Greek,
Hebrew, etc) can best be included. Plans are in the works to
place the glossary in electronic form on the ISI webpage.

Statisticians of the Centuries
Work is continuing on the volume entitled Statisticians of
the Centuries . This volume will bring together information
about the most outstanding statisticians of various countries
over the last 300 years. Biographical information,
references to scientific achievements, international
influence (where appropriate), and other matters will be
covered for the selected persons, and a picture will be
reproduced in the volume whenever feasible. The Japan
Statistical Association has been generously supporting this
project and Professor Chris Heyde is editing the volume.
Publication is expected in late 1999.

Education and Advancement of Statistics
UNESCO
The ISI has continued its successful association with
UNESCO. In 1994 the UNESCO Director-General
requested an in-depth review of UNESCO's statistical
services as a result of the suggestions which had been
expressed by many UNESCO member states. After a wideranging consultation process, a strategic plan was
developed to strengthening UNESCO's statistical
programmes and services. This plan, submitted to the
UNESCO Executive Board at its 152nd Session (September
1997) and to the 29th session of the UNESCO General
Conference (October- November 1997), authorised a
resolution to initiate plans to transform the UNESCO
Division of Statistics into a 'UNESCO Statistical Institute' .
The central objective of the new Institute is to provide
countries and the international community with an
internationally comparable information base in support of
policy-making in the areas of science, education, culture
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and communication. The member states have suggested that
plans to set up the UNESCO Statistical Institute should be
based on consultations with national and international
services and institutions, including information on the
proposed work programme and expected collaborators as
well as other financial and managerial matters. UNESCO
has obtained co-operation from the ISI in launching the
consultation process.
The ISi has sent out letters to more than 185 national
statistical offices in order to obtain views as to how these
organisations might be able to co-operate to assist the new
Institute in its tasks, and to acquire input as to the ways in
which the Institute might work with the various cooperating countries. The results of the survey have been
compiled and submitted to UNESCO for further study. The
ISI is helping to promote and facilitate contact and cooperation between the new UNESCO institute and national
statistical offices in areas of common interests.

The Assessment Challenge in Statistics Education
The book entitled The Assessment Challenge in Statistics
Education, edited by Iddo Gal and Joan Garfield, jointly
published by the ISI and the IOS Press, has now been
released. The book contains 19 chapters written by leading
educators and researchers from several countries,
discussing the conceptual and pragmatic issues in the
assessment of statistical knowledge, reasoning skills and
dispositions of students in diverse contexts of instruction,
both at the college and pre-college levels.

Identifying the Poor
The proceedings of the November 10-11, I 997 ISI Cutting
Edge Conference entitled 'Identifying the Poor',
commemorating Eden's three volume work The State of the
Poor or a History of the Labouring Classes in England
from the Conquest to the Present Period (which appeared in
1797), will soon be published by IOS Press on behalf of the
ISi. The ISi is grateful to the World Bank for supporting
the project, and to the two editors, F.G. Pyatt and M. Ward.

International Statistical Education Centre
The International Statistical Education Centre (!SEC),
located in Calcutta, is operated by the ISI and the Indian
Statistical Institute, under the auspices of UNESCO and the
Government of India. The Centre provides training in
theoretical and applied statistics at various levels to selected
participants from countries in the Middle East, South and
Southeast Asia, the Far East and from the Commonwealth
Countries in Asia. The Centre offers a ten-month (June to
March) regular course of training every year.
Discussions are presently underway with representatives
from Mexico National Statistical Office (INEGI) about the
possibility of opening an !SEC type operation in Mexico.
INEGI representatives have reacted positively and followup discussions are being planned. Plans are also in the
works to set up an additional !SEC in Ankara, Turkey to
accommodate the needs of that region.

23

Volume 6

1999

ISi: its Committees
Elections Committee
Erhard Hruschka, Chair

CD

address
telephone
fax
e-mail

Wulfsdorfer Weg 12
22926 AHRENSBURG, Germany
+49 4102 81865
+49 4102 81865
fg6z001@public.uni-hamburg.de
JAE - CHANG LEE

The Membership Committee:
•
•

•
E R H ARD HRU SC HKA

continually reviews the entire process of nominating
and electing new members;
makes recommendations (as appropriate) to the
Executive Committee on amendments to the
nominations and elections process;
monitors the operations of the Elections Committee (the
body which is directly responsible for examining and
accepting/rejecting all individual nominations);
recommends, monitors and evaluates the work about
expanding membership in the developing countries;
collects information on the membership level and
distribution.

The Elections Committee is charged with the duty of
examining all nominations for ordinary and honorary ISi
membership duly prepared in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph 504 of the By-laws.

•

Nominations Committee

Publications Committee

David 0. Siegmund, Chair

CD

address

telephone
fax

e-ma il

Department of Statistics
Stanford University
STANFORD, CA 94305, USA
+1 415 723 0598
+1 415 725 8977
dos@playfair.stanford.edu

•

CD

address

fax

e-mail

Dennis J. Trewin, Chair
Australian Bureau of Statistics
PO Box 10
BELCONNEN, ACT 2616, Australia
+61 2 62 53 10 95
dennis.trewin@abs.gov.au

The Nominations Committee selects a slate of candidates for
the Executive Committee (President-Elect and three VicePresidents) and for eight members of Council.

Membership Committee
Jae-Chang Lee, Chair

CD
address

telephone
fax
e-mail

Department of Statistics
Korea University
5-1 Anam-dong, Sungbuk-ku
SEOUL 136-701, South Korea
+82 2 920 1408
+82 2 924 9895
jaeclee@kuccnx.korea .ac.kr

D ENNIS J . T RE WIN

The key role of the Publications Committee is to review the
overall program of ISi publications and advise the ISi
Council on the development of the program. It also has a
responsibility for monitoring the implementation of agreed
policies and to help find editors for the various ISi
publications when necessary.
An important aspect of the Committee's work is to
review and advise on proposals for new publications and
major changes to existing publications.
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Dennis Trewin (Australia) is the Chair of the
Committee. The other members are Professor Tim Arnold
(USA), Dr Thomas P Linehan (Ireland), Professor Ronald
Pyke (USA), Mrs Nanjamma B Chinnappa (India),
Professor Richard L Scheaffer (USA), Professor Chris C
Heyde (Australia), Dr Gyi:irgy Szilagyi (Hungary),
Professor Edward J Wegman (USA), Professor Constance
Van Eeden (The Netherlands), Dr Joop L Mijnheer (The
Netherlands), Dr Agnes M Herzberg (Canada), Mr Willem
De Vries (The Netherlands) and Professor Vijayan N Nair
(USA). All ISI Sections are represented on the Committee.

Committee on Strengthening
Co-operation between ISi and
Statistical Societies
Luigi Biggeri

CD

address

Dipartimento Statistico
Viale Morgagni, 59
50134 FIRENZE, Italy
+39 055 216 431
+39 055 422 3560
biggeri@ds.unifi.it

telephone
fax

e-mail

Programme Committee and
Programme Co-ordinating Committee
For ISI's 52nd Session, Helsinki 1999, Finland:

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail

Jon N.K. Rao
Department of Maths and Statistics
Carleton Un iversity
OTTAWA KlS 5B6, Canada
+ 1 613 520 2146
+1 613 520 3536
jrao@math.carleton.ca

For ISI's 53rd Session, Seoul 2001, Korea:

LUIGI BIGGER/

This ad hoc Committee explores means to develop cooperative arrangements between ISi and other statistical
societies.

Richard D. Gill

CD

address

Mathematical Institute
University of Utrecht
PO Box 80010
3508 TA UTRECHT, Netherlands
+31 30 253 3763
+31 30 251 8394
gill@math.ruu.nl

telephone
fax
e-mail

Committee for Promotion of
Statistics in the Life Sciences

CD

address
telephone

Left:

fax

JoNN.K. RAo

e-mail

David Cox
Nuffield College
OXFORD OXl lNF, United Kingdom
+44 1865 278 690
+44 1865 278 621
david.cox@nuf.ox.ac.uk

Right:
RICHARD D. GILL

The Programme Committee determines the scientific
content of the ISI biennial Sessions. The Committee is
particularly concerned with the general structure of the
programme and general topics. It has special responsibility
for ensuring that those areas of statistics, which are not
represented by the Programme Co-ordinating Committee,
are given fair representation.

DAVID Cox

This Committee promotes the development of interest in
statistics in the life sciences in and through the ISL

The Programme Co-ordinating Committee determines
the scientific content of the ISi biennial Sessions. The
Committee is particularly concerned with securing topics
within their specific Association's area of interest.
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Mahalanobis Committee for
Statistics on Statistical Activities

Statistics and the Environment
Committee

CD

address
telephone
fax
e-mail

Alfred Stein, Chair
Breehoven 72
6721 SN BENNEKOM, Netherlands
+31 317 482 420
+31 317 482 419
alfred.stein@bodlan.beng.wau.nl

CD

address

fax

Mr. M.D. Asthana, Chair
c/o Secretary, Statistics
Government of India
Ministry of Planning
Department of Statistics
Sadar Patel Bhavan
Sansad Marg
NEW DELHI 110 001, India
+91 11 373 2067

The Mahalanobis Committee focuses on the development of
quantitative information about statistical data collection,
processing and dissemination by national statistical
authorities.

AL FRED STEIN

This Committee reports to the ISi Executive Committee on
ways in which ISi might promote the diffusion and improved
application of statistics in the understanding and management
of problems related to the environment.

Gregory King Committee on
Statistical Infrastructure

CD

address

Christiaan Huygens Committee on the
History of Statistics
Chris C. Heyde

CD

telephone
fax

address

School of Mathematical Sciences
Australian National University
CANBERRA, ACT 0200, Australia
+61 2 62 49 29 62
+61 2 62 49 46 75
chris@wintermute.anu.edu.au

telephone
fax
e-mail

e-mail

Michael Ward, Chair
The World Bank
Development Data Group
Statistical Advisory Service
International Economics
Development Economics
1818 H. Street NW
WASHINGTON DC 20433, USA
+1 202 473 6318
+ 1 202 522 3669
mward@worldbank.org

The term 'Statistical Infrastructure' is understood as to refer
to the relationship between statistical offices and the rapidly
emerging data needs driven by policy questions and
demands of the new knowledge-centred and informationbased world. The more narrowly interpretation 'physical
infrastructure' [computers, software, equipment, etc.] and
office organisation is not considered a topic.
Members of the committee are:
•

•
CHRIS

C.

H EYDE

The Christiaan Huygens Committee focuses on the historical
evolution of probability, official statistics, and profiles the
historical development of statistical concepts.

•
•
•

Mr. Graham Pyatt, Institute of Social Studies in The
Hague, the Netherlands;
Ms. Karen King, European Co-Director, EU Chinastats
program at CESD, Luxembourg;
Ms. Susan Toh, Administrator, UN ACC SubCommittee on Statistics, Geneva, Switzerland;
Mr. Henry Lucas, Fellow, Institute Development
Studies, University of Sussex, UK;
Chairman of the committee is: Mr. Michael Ward, The
World Banlc, Washington DC, USA.

The Committee did not meet in 1998 and have found it
difficult, so far, to get together in 1999, but is in regular
contact with each other by telephone and e-mail. Discussed
are the outlines of a potential study program for the next
two years [and more] that should be developed by the
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committee and explored further by the wider statistical
community.
In particular, the committee sees three strands to its
activities:
•

•

Defining the intellectual 'map' and associated
conceptual frameworks to develop more useful data
relating to issues that are not [and, indeed, cannot at
present] be dealt with at the level of individual national
statistical offices. This would include many
transnational and global questions such as international
financial markets and corporate operations, labour
mobility, global trade organisation and funding,
environmental concerns, global inflation pressures, etc.
This is integrating concepts to frameworks and data
tools.
How to set up new institutional networks to deal with
some broader and inter-related questions for which there
is at present no identifiable authority or constituency.
For example, ILO maps to Labour and employment
issues, WHO to Health, etc. but there is no recognisable
entity that looks after social well-being and its various
elements in general [there is no real SSDS], or
inequality and elements of civil unrest in all their
different dimensions. In other words, large areas of
enquiry are seen where quite important data need to be
generated - but where existing statistics are often
compiled in a non-integrated and unrelated fashion.
None of these areas is covered coherently by any major
player or agency in the statistical community. This
integrates statistics across different dimensions and data
categories.

ScoTTM. MEIS

The Marco Polo Committee stimulates the development of
statistics in the travel and tourism industries, and stimulates
communications amongst those groups who are interested
in or using travel and tourism statistics.

Sports Statistics Committee

CD

address
telephone
fax
e-mail

Antonio Mussino
Via Taranto 178
00182 ROMA, Italy
+39 06 49 91 05 94
+39 06 495 9241
mussino@pow2.sta.uniroma1.it

ANTONIO MUSS/NO

•

Promoting a more policy centred approach to technical
co-operation that focuses primarily on capacity building
and a better understanding of what the clients for
official data need to carry out their decisions, whether in
the private or public sector. This tries to integrate
statistical needs with human capabilities.

Gregor-Johan Mendel Committee on
Agricultural Statistics

Marco Polo Committee on
Tourism Statistics

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail

The Sports Statistics Committee promotes the development
of sports statistics in the countries of the world and at the
international level, with particular regard to the
methodological problems involved and the dissemination of
internationally useful and comparable data on sports.

Scott M. Meis
Canadian Tourism Commission
8th Floor, West Tower
235 Queen Street
OTTAWA KlA 0H6, Canada
+1 613 954 3909
+1 613 954 3826
meis.scott@ic.gc.ca

CD

address
telephone
fax
e-mail

Francisco (Javier) Gallego-Pinilla
C.C.R. tp 440
21020 ISPRA, Italy
+39 332 78 51 01
+39 332 78 90 74
javier.gallego@jrc.it

The Gregor-Johan Mendel Committee promotes the
development of, and interest in agricultural statistics on an
international basis.
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Committee on Women in Statistics
Mary H. Regier, Chair

CD

address

Statistics department
Case Western Reserve University
CLEVELAND, OH 44106-7054, USA
(home) +1 440 572 2710
+1 216 368 0252
mhr@po.cwru.edu
http://sun.cwru.edu/isi/

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

M ARY

H.

R EGIER

Since its establishment in 1995, the Committee on Women
in Statistics has been looking into the role of women in
statistics in the different countries and the factors that have
led to comparatively low female participation in ISi
activities. One anomaly is that, while in many countries
large numbers of women carry university degrees in
statistics, the ISi membership figures for 1998 show that
only about 9 percent of its members are women, with the
percentage being slightly higher in some of the Sections.
Since a stronger representation would, in the committee's
view, be of significant benefit to the ISi family of
associations as well as to the individuals themselves, the
committee is continuing with its efforts to recruit more
women and to encourage their involvement in the
associations' programs. The committee has received the
support and co-operation of many ISi members, both men
and women, in these efforts.
The committee expects to have a mixed membership of
men and women when it is reconstituted in August 1999.
Currently, the following ISi members serve on the
committee:
Barbara A. Bailar
Lynne Billard
Beverley Carlson
Lelia Boeri de Cervetto
Nanjamma B. Chinnappa
Denise A. Lievesley
Mary H. Regier
Susan R. Wilson

(USA)
(Australia/USA)
(USA)
(Argentina)
(India/Canada)
(UK)
(Lebanon/USA)
(Australia)

The committee has been holding annual meetings and
carries out its business during the year through frequent email exchanges among its members. Mary Regier manages
the committee's website (see above), and maintains it at the
Statistics Department of Case Western Reserve University
in Cleveland, Ohio, USA.
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Activities in 1998
The Characterisations Project
The committee continued to expand its network of
correspondents, sent out a general mailing (by e-mail or
post) to interested individuals and statistical societies, and
established local groups of volunteers in about 40 different
countries for collaboration on a pilot study that the
committee refers to as The Characterisations Project. This
project seeks to arrive at a characterisation of women
statisticians, in as many countries as possible, based on
their classifications according to four relevant variables.
The data, derived from information on both men and
women statisticians, will then be converted into indicators
in the form of proportions
thus protecting the
confidentiality of information and making comparisons
possible.

The Characterisations Project was initially proposed by
committee member Lelia Boeri de Cervetto with the
collaboration of Celina Curti and Alicia Masautis, all of
Buenos Aires, Argentina. They were later joined by Mirta
Veron and Maria Nieves Garcia, also of Buenos Aires, in
forming the general co-ordinating group for the project. The
committee acknowledges with thanks the contribution of
members of the general co-ordinating group, and that of coordinators and their teams in participating countries, who
have devoted many long hours as volunteers for this
project. Some will continue to do so as the study
approaches completion. The committee is particularly
grateful to Argentina's Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y
Censos (INDEC) in Buenos Aires for providing the coordinating group with all the required office facilities ,
communication services and personnel assistance. Without
INDEC's generous support, it would not have been possible
to carry out such an ambitious project.

'The Role of Women in Statistics the ISi and its Sections'

Challenges for

This was the topic of a panel discussion at a meeting
organised by the committee during the IASS/IAOS
conference in Aguascalientes, Mexico, in September '98 .
Dennis Trewin, Rosa Giaimo, Guadalupe Espinosa and
Pilar Martin-Guzman examined various aspects of this
topic, including: barriers to increased participation of
women, enhancing awareness of societal restrictions, and
involving women statisticians in generating and analysing
gender-specific data. This was followed by a lively
discussion from the floor. The minority status of women
was mentioned by several speakers, while it was made clear
that the emphasis remains on the availability of
opportunities for qualified women statisticians, and not on
quotas.
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Plans for 1999 ...
The committee's participation in the program of the 52nd
Session of the ISi in Helsinki includes an open meeting at
which the final report on The Characterisations Project
(which is described above) will be presented and discussed.
The open meeting will also provide the occasion to consider
plans for possible follow-up studies, or projects of a similar
nature, to be undertaken by the committee.

World Numeracy Project Working Group
Luigi Biggeri
address

Dipartimento Statistico
Viale Morgagni, 59
50134 FIRENZE, Italy
+39 055 216 431
+39 055 422 3560
biggeri@ds.unifi.it

telephone
fax
e-mail

The program of the 52nd Session of the ISi also
includes an Invited Paper meeting on 'The Role of Women
in Statistics in the New Millennium', organised by the
committee and including papers by Dennis Trewin, Susan
Wilson and Len Cook, who will take stock of women's role
in statistics in the past and build a vision for the future. The
occasion is special in more than one way, as it marks the
first opportunity for this committee to participate in the
scientific program of an ISi Session .

... and beyond

LUIGI BIGGER/

The Committee on Women in Statistics is also preparing to
participate in the program of the 53rd Session by
developing proposals for Invited Paper meetings, both
separately and in conjunction with another ISi group.
Among the committee's plans for 1999 and beyond is to
strengthen contacts with groups that are devoted to similar
issues and to work with appropriate agencies in order to
provide opportunities for women in some developing
countries to attend short courses relevant to their work.

Identification of Special Areas of
Statistical Interest

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail

Orhan GUvenen
Under-secretary
State Planning Organisation
Necatibey Cad. 108
06100 YUcetepe, ANKARA, Turkey
+90 312 230 0145
+90 312 231 3681
oguvenen@dpt.gov.tr

This Working Group reports to the Executive Committee
and Council identifying areas of statistical work which
appear currently to be neglected or under-represented in ISi
activities and on areas which are likely to emerge in the
future. Where appropriate, the likely relevance of an area to
a Section or Sections of ISI is to be indicated.

This Working Group stimulates the spread of quantitative
skills all over the world in areas and populations (especially
in developing countries and among the young) which could
benefit most from increased knowledge of numbers and their
applications, with particular regard to statistics.

Irving Fisher Committee on
Central Bank Statistics

CD

address

telephone

Bart Meganck, Secretary
National Bank of Belgium
Boulevard de Berlaimont 14
1000 BRUSSELS, Belgium
+32 2 221 2111

The Irving Fisher Committee facilitates contacts between
statisticians of the central banks and the rest of the broad
statistical community.

Mercator Committee on
Geographic Information Systems

CD

address

German Bensch
Am Bollert 49
47269 DUISBURG, Germany

The Mercator Committee examines the statistical aspects of
Geographic Information Systems; especially with regards to
local area statistics.
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Committee on Statistics in Industry

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail

Vijay Nair
Professor and Chair of Statistics
Professor of Industrial & Operations Engineering
The University of Michigan
ANN ARBOR, MI 48109-1027, USA
+1 734 763 8018
+1 734 763 4676
vnn@umich.edu

recently about whether we should consider becoming a
separate Section of the ISL The committee will begin
careful discussions on this important topic and, if
appropriate, make a recommendation to the ISI Executive
Committee and Council in the near future .

El-Khowarizimi Committee on Statistics
Dr. Faisal Awrtani

CD

address

Birzeit University
Statistical Department
PO Box 14
RAMALLA, Palestine
fawarta@palnet.com

e-mail

The El-Khowarizimi Committee stimulates international
statistical co-operation with countries in the Arabic world.

Association of Balkan Statisticians
VIJAY NAIR

The Committee on Statistics in Industry was formed in
1992 with the goal of stimulating and fostering interactions
among people interested and involved in industrial
statistics. In recent years, there has been a recognition that
the scope of the committee should be broadened to include
the area of business statistics. The ISI Executive Committee
formally discussed and approved this change last year. The
membership of the committee is being expanded to include
new members with interests in business statistics.

CD

address

telephone
fax

e-mail

Photis Nanopoulos
Statistical Office of the European Communities
Batiment Jean Monnet B2/093
Plateau du Kirchberg
BP 1907
1019 LUXEMBOURG, Luxembourg
+35 2 4301 32443
+35 2 4301 34771
photis. na nopou los@eurostat.cec.be

Over the past few years, the committee has organised or
co-sponsored very successful conferences and workshops
to bring together practitioners and researchers from around
the world. These meetings have served to promote
discussion on practical and research issues in industrial
statistics.
In order to give an identity to these meetings, the
committee has decided to give an official name to its
meetings. Thus, the First International Symposium on
Industrial Statistics (ISIS) will be held in Linkoping,
Sweden from August 19-2 1, 1999, right after the 52nd ISI
biennial session in Helsinki. Professor Bo Bergman of
Linkoping University is the Chair of the Organising
Committee. Information about the symposium is available
from the ISIS homepage at [http://www.ikp.liu.se/].
The committee is also co-sponsoring the Second
International Conference on Mathematical Methods in
Reliability - MMR 2000 in Bordeaux, France, from July 47, 2000. We have also been exploring the possibility of
organising other conferences in the future. There are some
preliminary discussions to hold a workshop or a conference
in South America. We also hope to organise a cutting-edge
conference in the area of business statistics.
The committee has been functioning as an 'informal'
section for people with interests in the general area of
industrial statistics. There has been some discussion
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This Working Group strengthens co-operation among the
members of ISI and its Sections from the Balkan countries as
well as among statisticians of the region in general, and
promotes and attempts to increase ISI membership in the
Balkan countries.

International Statistical Education
Centres (/SEC) -Ad Hoc Review
Committee

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail

Marcel P.R. Van den Broecke
International Statistical Institute
PO Box 950
2270 AZ VOORBURG, Netherlands
+31 70 3 37 57 37
+31 70 3 86 00 25
mbre@cbs.nl
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This ad hoc Committee examines problems relating to the
International Statistical Education Centre in Calcutta and
considers the establishment of relations with other
international training centres.
The Committee met during the ICOTS-5 Conference
which took place in Singapore from June 21 - 26, 1998.
A
report
of act1v1ties
was
presented
by
P. Mukhopadhyya y, secretary of the International Statistical
Education Centre Calcutta (ISEC). He reported that in the
year 1997- 98, out of 17 candidates from 9 countries, 14
candidates were admitted to a 10--month training program
offered by ISEC. Staff members of the Indian Statistical
Institute and of the Central Statistical Office participated in
the teaching.
0. Yildirim and E. Giirsahbaz reported on the training
activities and facilities of the State Institute of Statistics
(SIS) in Ankara, Turkey.
Wang Ji-Li reported on the regional training centres in
the People 's Republic of China, particularly training those
involved in census taking.
M. Palma of INEGI, Mexico, provided information on
the Statistical Training Centre which is part of INEGI and
which provides training not only to its own personnel, but
also to junior statisticians from other Latin American
countries.
The possibilities of affiliation with UNESCO and ISI,
which presently only applies to ISEC in Calcutta, were
discussed. The reorganisation of the statistics department of
UNESCO may offer new prospects in this respect.
R. Teekens described the programme of TES (Training
of European Statisticians, Luxembourg), and offered to set
up a discussion forum by e-mail to exchange views on the
establishment, functioning and development of statistical
training centres, particularly for the benefit of developing
and transition countries.

Apart from those participants just mentioned,
discussants in the meeting represented the United Nations
Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific, Japan,
Philippines, and Tanzania.
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ISi: its Sections
The Bernoulli Society for
Mathematical Statistics and Probability
(BS)

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Wilfrid Ken jail, Scientific Secretary
)epartment of Statistics
University of Warwick
COVENTRY C /4 7AL, United Kingdom
+44 1203 524532
+44 1203 413712
w.s .kendall@warwick.ac.uk
http://wW'v.math.ruu.nl/bernoulli/

further information on the next Congress, and on many
other meetings, is given below (and can of course also be
found through our world-wide website).
The daily running of the society is in the hands of an
executive committee. At the beginning of 1999 this
consisted of:
President:

Prof. Louis Chen, Singapore
[lhychen@math.nus.edu.sg]

PresidentElect:

Prof. David Siegmund, Stanford, CA, USA
[dos@stat.Stanford.edu]

Treasurer:

Prof. Allan Gut, Uppsala, Sweden
[allan.gut@math.uu.se]

Scientific
secretary:

Prof. Wilfrid S. Kendall, Warwick, UK
[w.s.kendall@warwick.ac.uk]

Membership
secretary:

Prof. Volker Mammitzsch, Marburg,
Germany
[mammit@mathematik.uni-marburg.de]

President-Elect Siegmund will take over as President for
a two-year term at the Helsinki ISI meeting in August 1999.
Policy of the society is discussed and decided in a
twelve member council, presently consisting of:
Shun-Ichi Amari (Japan),
Elja Arjas (Finland),
Adrian Baddeley (Australia),
Dinnitri Chibisov (Russia),
Hansruedi Kuensch (Switzerland),
Jose Leon (Venezuela),
David Nualart (Spain),
Victor Perez-Abreu (Mexico),
Charles Goldie (UK),
George Styan (Canada),
Jia-An Yan (China),
Grace Yang (USA).

LOUIS CHE~

President of the Bernoulli Socief!

The Bernoulli Society's mission is to further, through
international contacts, the increas( of natural knowledge
and the welfare of mankind through the advancement of the
sciences of probability (including s ochastic processes) and
mathematical
statistics,
and
their
applications.
Consequently the Bernoulli Socie ty (BS) organises and
supports every year a large m mber of international
conferences, both on its own, and as part of the ISI, and
together with sister organisations s1,ch as IMS (Institute of
Mathematical Statistics); it publi: hes scientific journals
including the society journal Be ·noulli (editor Ole E.
Bamdorff-Nielsen, Arhus, Denrna 'k) and the newsletter
Bernoulli News (editor Angelika May, Munich, Germany);
and it is involved in numerous otl er activities supporting
the same goals. It has a membersl ip currently numbering
around 1600, about half being ISI 1 nembers who chose BS
as their section. The society al ;o makes use of the
worldwide
web
(BS
homep 1ge
is
http://www.
math.ruu.nl/bernoulli/ while Ben ioulli News may be
accessed at http://www-m4.matb!matik.tu-muenchen.de/
m4/Bemoulli/). The society holds , World Congress every
four years; the 4th World Congre .s was held in Vienna,
Austria, August 1996 and the 5th will be held in
Guanajuato, Mexico in the millen 1ium year 2000. Some
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Final authority resides in the General Assembly of the
society, which meets at the biennial sessions of the ISL

BS Committees
Much of the work of the society is done by various subjectmatter and (geographical) regional committees. The
strongly developing Society activity in publication is
overseen by a Publications Committee chaired by Joe Eaton
[eaton@stat.urnn.edu] from the USA, while a Programme
Co-ordinating Committee advises the Scientific Secretary
on considerations related to Society-sponsored meetings.
The European Regional Committee is chaired by Jacek
Koronacki [korona@ipipan.waw.pl] from Poland and coordinates the series of European Meetings of Statisticians
(EMS), the European Young Statisticians' Meetings
(EYSM), and the 'Seminaires Europeens de Statistiques ' .
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For example, the next SemStat was held at EURANDOM,
Eindhoven (The Netherlands), over the period March 1520, 1999.
The Latin American Regional Committee, chaired by
Luis Raul Pericchi [pericchi@cesma.usb.ve] from
Venezuela, is involved in the organisation of CLAPEM
meetings ('Congreso Latino-Americano de Probabilidad y
Estadistica Matematica ') and supports statistics and
probability in Latin America in various other ways.
The East Asian and Pacific Regional Committee has
recently been revived, and is chaired by Chii-Ruey Hwang
[mahwang@ccvax.sinica.edu.tw] from Taiwan. It is
supporting the forthcoming International Conference on
Probability and Statistics and their Applications, Hanoi,
Vietnam (see below).
The Committee for Conferences on Stochastic
Processes,
chairman
Mako to
Maejima,
Japan
[maejima@math.keio.ac.jp ], sponsors the SP A conferences
(Stochastic Processes and their Applications). The 26th
SPA will be held in Beijing, China (see below), where this
committee will hold its main meeting.
The Committee on Probability and Statistics in the
Physical
Sciences,
chairman
Ed
Waymire
[waymire@math.orst.edu] from the USA, is dedicated to
interdisciplinary communication between the professional
communities of the physical scientists and BS. C(PS)2,
therefore, typically organises sessions at statistics meetings
where physical scientists present recent research, and vice
versa. It is involved in 'Earth and Space Sciences' in
Athens: this will be a satellite meeting to the ISi session
Helsinki 1999 (see below).
Finally, in 1995 the Bernoulli Society set up a
Committee, termed the BS 2000 Committee, chaired by Ole
Bamdorff-Nielsen [oebn@mi.aau.dk].from Denmark. The
purpose of the Committee is, on the occasion of the tum of
the century, to mark the progress in the science of
stochastics (i.e. mathematical statistics and probability)
through a number of events, working in unison with the
activities of the World Mathematical Year 2000 (under the
auspices of the International Mathematical Union). The BS
2000 committee is organising a number of Bernoulli
Society Year 2000 Conferences (a current list is given at
the end of this report), with the objective of achieving good
media publicity. The overall goal is to give general citizens
a fair impression of the role and impact of stochastics on
matters of direct interest in day-to-day life.

ISi: its Sections

or transitional countries, for students, for couples, and for
retired persons.
Members receive the society's own journal Bernoulli
and newsletter Bernoulli News; they also receive
International Statistical Review, Short Book Reviews, ISi
Newsletter and ARIS. They are entitled to reduced
subscription rates for a number of journals including the BS
journals: Journal of Stochastic Processes and their
Applications; Journal of Time Series Analysis. Finally, they
profit from low registration fees at conferences organised or
sponsored by the society. The Bernoulli Society welcomes
affiliation agreements with existing statistical societies, and
the formation of local chapters. In fact, BS has had local
chapters successfully operating in several countries of
Eastern Europe for quite a number of years. These local
chapters are specially aimed at helping groups of
mathematical statisticians and probabilists in countries
without convertible currencies to become members of
Bernoulli Society. Dues are paid in local currency to the
local chapter and used to circulate Bernoulli News, organise
local activities, and so on. An affiliated society is an
independently existing, national or international society for
statistics and probability, which wishes to co-operate with
the Bernoulli Society; perhaps in order to carry out some of
the typical functions of a local chapter. Affiliation
agreements could take more varied forms than local
chapters, according to varied circumstances. But in both
cases, affiliation agreements and local chapters will be
reviewed by council every four years. Guidelines are
available from the society officers.

Activities 1999
During 1999, the society's main administrative meetings
occur at the Helsinki 52nd ISi session, 1999. The list of
other BS or BS co-sponsored meetings for 1999 includes:
•

International Conference on Probability and Statistics
and their Applications, 9-11 June 1999, Hanoi,
Vietnam. For further information, please contact Prof.
Tran Manh Tuan [tuan@nghiado.ac.vn],

•

26th SPA: Beijing, China, June 14-18, 1999. The
organiser is Jia-an-Yan [jayan@amath7.amt.ac.cn], and
the Programme Committee chair is Zhi-Ming Ma
[mazm@sun.ihep.ac.cn). Fur further information please
contact Xiaoyu Hu [xyhu@amath4.amt.ac.cn],

and two BS-sponsored satellite meetings to the ISi
session:

For further information on any of these topics please
contact the relevant chair or the scientific secretary of the
society: Wilfrid Kendall (address etc. given at top of
article).

•

a meeting in Athens supported by C(PS) 2 by Abdul ElShaarawi, Canada [Abdul.El-Shaarawi@cs.cciw.ca] .
Information on webpage http://www.statathens.aueb.gr/esess/, and

Membership, Association and Affiliation

•

the 6th Tartu Conference on Multivariate Analysis,
Tartu, Estonia, August 19-23, 1999. Information from
[etiit@ut.ee].

There is always an enthusiastic welcome from the Bernoulli
Society to new members. As well as ordinary membership,
there are special arrangements for members in developing
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Future Meetings
•

Bernoulli Society 5th World Congress, 15-21 May
2000; Guanajuato, Mexico.
Local Organiser: Victor Perez-Abreu, Guanajuato
[pabreu@mailer.main.conacyt.mx].
Programme Chair: Evarist Gine, USA
[gine@uconnvm.uconn.edu] .
Details of this major event in the life of the society are
now fast developing: for registration and other
information see the web-page http://www.Bernoulliims-2000.org.mx.

As mentioned above, there will be various BS Year
2000 meetings across the world. It is planned to hold seven
Year 2000 Conferences. Participation in the Conferences
will be by invitation. However, anyone interested in
attending one of the Conferences is welcome to contact the
organiser. Here are brief details: further details are to be
found in the latest Bernoulli News:
•

BS 2000 Workshop on 'Stochastic Geometry'.
Organiser: C.C. Heyde (Canberra)
The BS 2000 Workshop on 'Stochastic Geometry' is
planned to take place together with a Symposium on
'Inference for Stochastic Processes' at the University of
Georgia, Athens, over the period I 0--12 May 2000. The
programs will be partly in common and the BS
Workshop will be advertised both separately and jointly
with the Symposium. The activities are timed to fit
conveniently with the 5th World Congress of the
Bernoulli Society to be held in Guanajuato, Mexico,
from 15- 21 May, 2000.

•

BS 2000 Conference on ' Statistical Science and
Environmental Policy: Possible Interactions'.
Organiser: Jayanta Ghosh (Calcutta)
Place: Indian Statistical Institute, Calcutta
Time: January 2000

•

Bernoulli 2000 Symposium on 'Neural Networks,
Leaming and Statistical Inference '.
Organiser: S.-1. Amari (Tokyo)
The Symposium is planned to take place in Tokyo.
Dates have not yet been fixed.

•

BS 2000 Symposium on 'Defining the Science
Stochastics '. In memoriam of Jakob Bernoulli.
Organiser: Elart von Collani
Location: Wiirzburg, Germany. Time: October 2000
The Symposium will focus on different aspects of the
Science Stochastics aiming at defining the science,
describing its role towards other sciences and towards
society, and outlining necessary requirements for a
professional education. It is planned to have sessions on
the history of stochastics, on the terminology, on
competing approaches, and on the future of stochastics.
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•

BS Meeting 2000 on 'Finance and Statistics'.
Organiser: Eckhardt Platen (Sydney)
The BS Meeting 2000 on 'Finance and Statistics' will
be held from 8 to 11 December 2000 in Sydney and will
be organised by the University of Technology in
Sydney. It will be also the QMF2000 Conference, i.e.
the 'Quantitative Methods in Finance' 2000 Conference.

•

BS 2000 Conference on 'Causality'.
Still at an early planning stage.
Organiser: James Robins (Harvard)

•

BS 2000 Workshop on 'Quantum Stochastics '.
Organisers: Richard D. Gill (Utrecht), Hans Maassen
(Nijmegen).
It is planned to hold the Workshop at EURANDOM
(Eindhoven, Netherlands) in the Autumn of 2000. The
aim is to bring together probabilists, statisticians and
quantum physicists to explore the interplay between
stochastics and quantum physics.
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The JASS is the only international scientific association
dedicated to sharing knowledge about the theory and
methods of sample surveys.

Mrs. Nanjamma Chinnappa, President
#326, 16th Cross, HIG Colony
RMV Extension, 2nd Stage
BANGALORE 560094, India
+91 80 341 4664
nach@blr.vsnl.net.in
http://www.cbs.nl/isi/iass.htm

The JASS secretariat is located in Liboume, France. It
operates under the auspices of the French statistical agency,
INSEE, which generously lends its expertise and status to
aid and promote the association's work. An Executive
Director appointed by INSEE heads the secretariat. The
work of the association is carried out by an elected Council,
which includes an Executive Committee and twelve council
members. The Executive Committee consists of a President,
two Vice-Presidents, the Executive Director, a Scientific
Secretary and the Director of the Permanent Office of the
ISI (ex-officio).
The JASS also has a network of country representatives
who report on events and projects in their countries, and
help with recruiting members and with dissemination of
information on the JASS in their countries.

JASS Council 1997-99

NANJAMMA C H!NNA PPA

President of the JASS

The JASS has provided two more contacts as follows :
address

fax
e-mail

address

fax
e-mail

Mrs. Claude Olivier, Secretariat
CEFIL (INSEE)
3 rue de la Cite
33500 LIBOURNE, France
+33 5 57 55 56 20
claude.olivier@insee.fr
Benoit Riandey, Executive Director
Institut National d'Etudes Demographiques
133 Boulevard Davout
75980 PARIS Cedex 20, France
+33 5 57 55 56 20
riandey@ined.fr

Foundation and Objectives
The International Association of Survey Statisticians was
founded in 1973 as a section of the ISi. Its objectives are to
promote the study and development of the theory and
practice of statistical surveys and censuses. The JASS
fosters international contacts and exchange of information
through its programme of meetings and publications in
order to promote the development and implementation of
sound survey methods and practices. It also aims to
increase interest in surveys and censuses among
statisticians, organisations, institutions, governments and
the general public the world over.

President .... ........ ....... ...... ...... Nanjamma Chinnappa (India)
President-Elect .. ........................ ...... ... .. Kirk Wolter (USA)
Past President ...... ......... ....... .... .. Dennis Trewin (Australia)
Executive Director .... ... ..... ..... ...... Benoit Riandey (France)
Vice Presidents .. .. ...... ... ................ Vijay Verma (UK/India)
........ Clyde Charre de Trabuchi (Argentina)
Scientific Secretary ..... ...... .... ...... ...... John Kovar (Canada)
Members (1997-2001) .... ... ..... .. .. Susan Linacre (Australia)
.... .. ... Edith de Leeuw (Netherlands)
.................... Jon N.K. Rao (Canada)
.. .. .. ........ .. ... .... ..... Fred Vogel (USA)
.. ..... ..... .. .. ........ Jan Kordos (Poland)
.... ... .... .. Danny Pfeffermann (Israel)
.. .. .. .... ... Hakan Lindstrom (Sweden)
.................. Olivier Sautory (France)
.... ......... ........ Tokio Taguchi (Japan)
.... .. ........ .. ..... Ozlas Ayhan (Turkey)
........ ... .. .. ... .... . Dan Kasprzyk (USA)
.. ...... .... Romeo Recide (Philippines)

Membership
Membership in the association is open to individuals and
Institutions interested in the objectives of the association.
The annual membership fee is 20 Euros for individuals and
300 Euros for institutions. For members from developing or
transition countries it is 10 Euros for individuals and 120
Euros for institutions. Members of the ISI can also choose
to become members of one of the ISI sections at no extra
fee . Many ISI members who are interested in the JASS have
opted to be its members. Currently, the JASS has 1,244
individual members and 26 institutional members in 130
countries.

Activities
The JASS fulfils its mandate primarily by orgamsmg,
independently or in collaboration with other organisations
and institutions with similar objectives:
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•
•
•
•
•

international and regional meetings, sermnars and
conferences;
short courses, workshops and training programmes;
theoretical or practical investigations;
publishing and distributing periodicals, pamphlets,
books etc.;
providing a variety of services to its members.

Benefits
Members of the IASS are invited to take part in the various
IASS sponsored conferences at a greatly reduced
registration fee. This includes the regular biennial ISi
sessions, as well as other seminars and conferences. IASS
members receive the following publications free of cost:

•

The Survey Statistician, the IASS magazine, twice a
year in English and French;
• !SI Newsletter, three times a year;
• International Statistical Review, the journal of the ISi,
three times a year;
• Short Book Reviews, published by the ISi, three times a
year;
• Membership Directory of the IASS, every two years;
• Invited Papers from the IASS meetings at the biennial
ISi sessions, as well as occasional publications, such as
the collection of Prof. Leslie Kish's 'Questions and
Answers' published in earlier issues of the Survey
Statistician.
Members are also entitled to special reduction rates of
about two-thirds the regular rate (a third of the regular rate
for members from developing/transition countries) for the
two most distinguished journals devoted to sample surveys:

•
•

Survey Methodology, published twice a year in both
English and French by Statistics Canada, and
Journal of Official Statistics, published three times a
year by Statistics Sweden.

They are also entitled to discounts of 20% for books
published by Marcel Dekker.
Members can obtain expert advice on technical and
practical questions related to sample surveys and censuses
by submitting questions to the 'Questions and Answers'
section of the Survey Statistician.

Activities in 1998
In 1998 the IASS continued to increase and improve the
services it provides to its members.
The Survey Statistician, the main publication of the
IASS is edited by Michael Brick. It contains country reports
provided by the association's network of country
representatives and is co-ordinated by Gordon Brackstone.
These reports describe important events and developments
in sample surveys and censuses for each country or group
of countries. The Survey Statistician also contains short
articles and software reviews as well as information on the
activities of the association and of other organisations
which are likely to be of interest to members. Its 'Questions
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and Answers' section, edited by Vijay Verma, contains
responses from experts within the IASS to questions from
members on various aspects of survey practice which are
not explicitly addressed in general survey literature. It also
carries the contents of the journals Survey Methodology,
The Journal of Official Statistics and Statistics in
Transition.
Conferences, meetings and workshops supported by the IASS in 1998 - involved:
•
•
•

•

sponsored or

Meeting on Household Surveys, in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, 3-5 June.
Conference on New Methods for Survey Research, in
Southampton, UK, 21-22 August.
Conference on Statistics for Economic and Social
Development, and courses in Spanish in Aguascalientes,
Mexico, 1-4 September.
Conference
on
Generacion
de
lnformacion
Estadistica-Calidad y Lirnitaciones, in Barcelona,
Spain, 30 November and 1 December.

The IASS homepage is edited by Fred Vogel and
managed by the ISi Permanent Office. It can be consulted
in English or in French at [http://www.cbs.nl/isi/iass.htrn].
An electronic version of the Survey Statistician, the IASS
Membership Directory and other items of interest to
members are available at this website.

International Statistical Review-Chris Skinner is the
Associate Editor of this review, looking after IASS interests
and encouraging papers related to survey methods.

Future Activities
Silver Jubilee of the JASS
The following events are planned to celebrate the silver
jubilee of the IASS:
The Cochran-Hansen Prize has been established for the
best paper on Survey Research Methods by a young
statistician from a developing or transition country. The
first award of this prize will be made at the Helsinki session
of the ISi in 1999. The prize will be in the form of books
and journal subscriptions to the value of about 500 Euros,
and an invitation to present the prize-winning paper at the
ISi meeting in Helsinki, with all expenses paid.
Professor T.M.F. Smith has kindly accepted the ISi
President's invitation to deliver a special invited lecture at
the 1999 ISi meeting in Helsinki. This lecture will also
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the IASS.
Gerard Theodore and Xavier Charoy are writing the
history of the IASS. Copies will be given to all IASS
members as a souvenir of the IASS Silver Jubilee.
A cocktail party is being planned in Helsinki to
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the IASS.
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ISi Session at Helsinki, August 1999

•

The IASS sponsored programme of scientific papers to be
presented at the 52nd ISI session to be held in Helsinki,
Finland, 11-18 August 1999 has been finalised by the IASS
Programme Committee chaired by Susan Linacre.

•

The !ASS sponsored short courses, August 1999 to be
held in Jyvaskyla (Finland) on 7-10 August, and in Riga
(Latvia), on 19 and 22- 23 August in conjunction with the
52nd ISI session have been finalised by John Kovar,
Scientific Secretary of the IASS. UNSTA T will be
awarding 17 fellowships to participants from developing
countries attending these courses.

Conferences

•
•
•
•
•
•

translation of the IASS brochure (which is available in
English and French, the working languages of the IASS)
into Spanish, Chinese and recently into Arabic;
distribution and display of the IASS brochure in various
venues;
translation of the Survey Statistician into Spanish;
appointment of new country representatives in countries
which do not have them;
efforts to encourage new members among participants
at our courses and among students;
efforts to increase the number of institutional members;
letter to the heads of statistical organisations in all
countries;
the IASS homepage.

Conferences which the !ASS will be sponsoring or
supporting in 1999, 2000 and 2001 :

These initiatives have helped in better publicising the
IASS and attracting more members.

1999

2. Serving the Needs of Developing and Transition
Countries Better.

•
•

•
•
•

Conference on 'Enquetes et Systemes d'Information' ,
Abidjan (Ivory Coast, Coted' Ivoire), 27-30 April;
Workshop on Recent Trends in the Methodology for
Business and Social Surveys, Jyvaskyla (Finland), 5-9
August;
Satellite Conference on Small Area Estimation, Riga
(Latvia) 20-21 August;
Satellite Conference on Analysis of Survey Data,
Southampton (UK), 24- 26 August;
International Conference on Survey Non-Response,
Portland (Oregon, USA), 28-31 October.

2000
•

•
•

'Escola de Amostragem e Pesquisas Sociais' (School on
Sampling and Social Surveys), Rio de Janeiro (Brazil),
29 May- 1 June;
International Conference on Establishment Surveys,
Buffalo (NY, USA), 17-21 June;
Workshop on 'Enquetes sur la Force de Travail',
Liboume (France), June 2000.

2001
ISI session at Seoul, 2001 : David Binder chairs the IASS
Programme Committee for the 53rd session of the ISI in
Seoul (South Korea) in 2001.

Future Plans
In the future, besides continuing with its core activities meetings, courses, the Survey Statistician, the website, and
other services to its members- the !ASS plans to continue
to focus its efforts on the following two major goals
needing attention:

In order to promote good survey methods in developing and
transition countries, the IASS has supported conferences
and courses held in these countries in local or major
international languages, as well as conferences and courses
held elsewhere to benefit participants from these countries.
The conferences and courses sponsored or supported by the
IASS in 1998 and planned in 1999 and 2000 are indicative
of this effort. The letter to the heads of Statistical
Organisations and the Cochran-Hansen prize are also steps
towards this goal.
It has been observed that an important need is for funds
to bring part1c1pants and invited speakers from
developing/transition countries to our short courses and
conferences. The IASS seeks funds for this from a number
of agencies such as the UNSTAT, Eurostat, the World Bank
etc. and a lot of effort goes into the search for funds every
year. It would be ideal if we could have a secure fund for
this purpose. An increase in our membership, especially in
the number of Institutional members will help. Other ideas
related to this are being discussed.

A new initiative is an effort to provide statistical
organisations in developing countries with books, journals,
proceedings of conferences etc. which they need, free of
cost. Many colleagues in developed countries have offered
to donate old journals and proceedings. What is needed
now is to arrange for matching the demand with the
donations and organise the logistics of delivering them.
Other initiatives towards this goal that have been suggested
and are being discussed are:
•

I . Increasing JASS Membership
This is especially needed in countries and groups which, at
present, have relatively few or no members. The IASS has
undertaken many initiatives towards this goal:

•

set up a panel of expert consultants from the IASS who
can provide free advice on sample designs and survey
procedures around the world, primarily via internet or
mail;
take good need-based courses in sampling methods to
developing countries to increase the expertise of survey
practitioners there and to enhance local training
expertise.
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Benoit Riandey, the Executive Director of the IASS,
Anne-Marie Vespa-Leyder, Executive Secretary, and
Claude Olivier, IASS Secretary, run the administration with
great skill and enthusiasm, helping the work of the
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International Association for
Statistical Computing (IASC)

•

1asc
CD

Ehsanola S. Soofi

address

School of Business Administration
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
PO Box 742
MILWAUKEE, WI 53217, USA
+ 1 414 229 4281
+ 1 414 229 6957
esoofi@csd.uwm.edu
http ://www .stat. uni pg. it/iasc/

telephone

fax
e-mail
website

Michael M. Meyer
Fionn Murtagh
Nobom Ohsurni
Roberta Siciliano
Refik Soyer
Antony Unwin
Sanford Weisberg

USA
Germany
Japan
Italy
Turkey
Germany
USA

1995-1999
1995-1999
1997-2001
1997-2001
1997-2001
1997-2001
1995- 1999

Editor-in- Chief,
CSDA:

Stanley Azen, Department of
Preventive Medicine, University of
Southern California, USA
Ex-officio Member: Marcel P.R. Van den Broecke, ISI,
Netherlands
ISi Executive
N. Carlo Lauro, Dipartimento di
Committee Member: Matematica e Statistica, Universita di
Napoli 'Frederico II', Italy

Compstat'98

EDWA RD

J.

The Compstat'98 conference was the highlight of 1998 for
many researchers and practitioners of statistical computing.
The conference was organised by IACR-Rothamsted,
IACR-Long Ashton, the University of Bristol Department
of Mathematics, and the University of Bath Department of
Mathematical Sciences. The event took place from 24-28
August 1998 at the University of Bristol, UK.

WEGMAN

President of the IASC

Current Officers and Council Members
Officers, 1997-1999
President:

PresidentElect:
Past
President:
Vice
Presidents:

Scientific
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Edward J. Wegman, Center for Computational Statistics, George Mason University,
USA
Lutz Edler, Biostatics Unit - 2070,
Deutsches Krebsforschungszentrum, Germany
Murray A. Cameron, Mathematical and
Information Sciences, CSIRO, Australia
Gianfranco Galmacci, Dipartimento di
Scienze Statistiche, Universita degli Studi,
Pemgia, Italy
Mary-Ann Hill, National Opinion Research
Center, Chicago, USA
Ehsanola S. Soofi, School of Business
Administration, University of WisconsinMilwaukee, USA
Henk Kiers, Department of Psychology,
Rijksuniversiteit, Groningen, Netherlands

Council Members
Tomas Aluja- Banet
Jarle Brosveet
David G. Edwards
Ali S. Hadi
Malcolm Hudson

Spain
Norway
Denmark
Egypt
Australia

1995-1999
1995-1999
1995-1999
1997-2001
1997-2001

Three hundred and seventy-three participants from 40
different countries attended and heard a lively and varied
programme with 2 keynote papers, 10 invited papers, 58
full communications, 64 short communications and 41
posters. The topics provided a broad overview of all the
currently active areas in statistical computing, including:
Bayesian methods, design, inference, MCMC, medical
statistics, multivariate analysis, neural networks, official
statistics, spatial and temporal modelling, regression and
non-linear modelling, robust and non-parametric methods,
splines, survey analysis, time series, visualisation, wavelets
and the world-wide web.
Selection and refereeing of the full, invited and keynote
papers was a challenging but very interesting task for the
Scientific Programme Committee (SPC), consisting of: Roger
Payne (United Kingdom) Chair, Jarornir Antoch (Czech
Republic), Gianfranco Galmacci (Italy), Peter Green (United
Kingdom), Wolfgang Hardie (Germany), Peter van der
Heijden (Netherlands), Albert Prat (Spain), Jean-Pierre Raoult
(France), Mats Rudemo (Sweden),
Additional help was provided by Antoine de Falguerolles,
who represented the European Regional Section of the IASC
on the Committee.
Other Consultative Members of the SPC were Andrew
Westlake (ASC: United Kingdom), Chooichiro Asano (EARS
IASC: Japan), Christian Guittet (EUROSTAT: Luxembourg),
Malcolm Hudson (IASC: Australia) and Carey Priebe
(INTERFACE: USA).
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The papers are published in two volumes:
•

•

Volume 1, In vited Papers and Full Communications,
edited by Roger Payne and Peter Green, available from
Physica Verlag; and
Volume 2, Short Communications and Posters, edited
by Roger Payne and Peter Lane, available from IACRRothamsted.

The local arrangements were the responsibility of the Local
Organising Committee: Roger Payne (Chair) and Peter Lane
of IACR- Rotharnsted; Gillian Arnold and Phil Brain of
IACR-Long Ashton; Peter Green and Steve Brooks of the
University of Bristol; Andrew Wood, Merrilee Hum and
Stuart Barber of the University of Bath. As usual at Compstat,
the intention was to provide a stimulating mixture of scientific
and social activities. Social highlights included a reception by
Bristol City Council at the Council House, an organ recital
and self-guided tour of St Mary Redcliffe Church and the
conference dinner in the Victoria Rooms, Clifton. Participants
also appreciated the choice of excursions on the Wednesday
- either Avebury, Stonehenge and Salisbury, or Cheddar,
Glastonbury and Wells, or Bath, or Bristol Docks, or a
strenuous walk in the Brecon Beacon hills.

Asian Region
The Third Asian Regional Session of the IASC Conference
was held in Manila, Philippines from December 2-4, 1998.

Helsinki 1999
IASC is involved in the organisation of 10 invited sessions,
4 of them jointly with other organisations at ISI's 52nd
Session 1999, Helsinki, Finland, August 10-18.

Summer School 1999
The Fifth ERS IASC Summer School, which will be held
on the island of Spetses (Greece), has as its theme 'Third
Millennium Challenges fo r Industrial Statistics.' Following
ISI's 52nd Session in Helsinki, dates are provisionally set
for August 21 through September 4, 1999.
The curriculum of the summer school is devoted to the
growing impact of statistical methodology on industrial
problems and will provide part1c1pants with the
implementation of theory in software and applications. For
further information:

CD

address

e-mail

Christos P. Kitsos, Chair
Athens University of Economics
76 Patission Street
GR-194 34 ATHENS, Greece
kitsos@aueb .gr

Seoul 2001
With regard to IASC 's presence at ISI 's 53rd Session in
Seoul, a contact has been established in the person of:
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CD

address

telephone
fax

e-mail

Carey E. Priebe
John Hopkins University
Department of Mathematical Sciences
BALTIMORE, MD 21218-2682, USA
+1 410 516 7200
+1 410 516 7459
priebe@brutus .mts.jhu.edu

Prof. Priebe is actively seeking ideas regarding IASC
activities to coincide with Seoul 2001 .

Publications
As of this writing, the last issue of the 29th Volume of
Computational Statistics and Data Analysis (CSDA) has
been published. Manuscripts are being submitted to CSDA at
a high rate, and the associate editors have done a superb job in
turning around the reviews in a timely fashion. Two Special
Issues are in progress:
1. Selected Papers from the 2nd World Conference of the
IASC (Edward Wegman, Guest Editor); and
2. Parallel
Processing
and
Statistics
(Erricos
Kontoghiorghes, Guest Editor).
Because of an organisational restructuring at
Elsevier/North Holland, the responsibility for CSDA has
been transferred from Gerard Wamooy to Nicolette van
Dijk. Gerard was instrumental in the founding of CSDA,
and will always be its spiritual champion. The Editorial
staff of CSDA wishes him all the best in his new
assignments at Elsevier/North Holland. In working with
Nicolette, we are looking forward to maintaining the
excellent collaboration with Elsevier/North Holland that
was established by Gerard.
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International Association for
Official Statistics (IA OS)

SCORUS Representative ....... .. .... Asta Manninen (Finland)
Executive Director
and Treasurer ... .. ... . Marcel P.R. Van den Broecke (ISI)

Activities 1998-1999
The activities in the last year have largely centred on the
following events:

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Heli Jeskanen-Sundstrom, Vice-President
FIN-00022 Statistics Finland
Finland
+358 9 1734 3389
+358 9 1734 2442
Hel i .jeskanen-sundstrom@stat.fi
http://www.cbs.nl/isi/iaos.htm

•
•
•
•

joint IASS/IAOS Conference in Aguascalientes, Mexico
in September 1998;
work of the IAOS Review Committee and its draft
report in autumn 1998;
planning of the joint DGINS/IAOS Conference to be
held in The Hague in May 1999;
planning of the IAOS activities in the 52nd session of
the ISI to be held in Helsinki, August 1999.

These are in addition to the activities of SCORUS,
which are described below.

Joint IAOSIIASS Conference in Aguascalientes in

1998
W I L LEM DE VRIES

President of the IAOS

Foundation and Objectives
IAOS was founded as a section of ISI in 1985 during the
45th Session of ISI held in Amsterdam in celebration of its
centenary. IAOS brings together producers and users of
official statistics. The objectives of IAOS are:
•
•

to promote the understanding and advancement of
official statistics and related subjects;
to foster the development of effective and efficient
official statistical services, particularly in developing
countries, through international contacts among
individuals and organisations, including users of official
statistics as well as research institutions.

Membership and Executive
IAOS membership is open to all individuals and
organisations with a professional interest in the generation
and utilisation of official statistics. As of June 1998, the
membership of IAOS totalled 524 individual members in
more than 70 countries, and 35 institutional members.
About 17 per cent of individual members are women. Of
the individual members, nearly 100 were also members of
the ISL The institutional members are mainly official
statistical offices. An Executive Committee elected for a
period of 2 years runs the society. Officers for the period
1997-1999 are:
President .. .. ............ .. .......... . Willem de Vries (Netherlands)
President-Elect .......... .. .......... Pilar Martin-Guzman (Spain)
Vice Presidents .. ............................. Lamine Diop (Senegal)
............... Frederick W.H. Ho (Hong Kong)
............ Heli Jeskanen-Sundstrom (Finland)
.................... .. .......... . Edward J. Spar (USA)

The joint IAOS/IASS Conference on ' Statistics for
Economic and Social Development' was held in
Aguascalientes, Mexico from 1 to 4 September. It was the
first conference held in Latin America by both Associations
and it proved to be a great success combining the
opportunity to consider in depth a number of important
topics with marvellous social activities. The conference was
hosted by the National Institute of Statistics, Geography
and Informatics of Mexico (INEGI).
It was a model of efficient organisation and the most
generous hospitality thanks to Dr. Carlos Jarque, President
of INEGI, and his colleagues.

The thread running through the whole Conference was
the theme of the future of official statistics and international
co-operation: what are the challenges and how to find the
best solutions and good practices for maintaining the role
and power of official statistics and statisticians in the 21st
century. These were also the questions which two keynote
speakers, Dr. Carlos Jarque and Dr. Ivan Fellegi, Chief
Statistician of Canada, addressed to the audience in the
opening ceremony.
Approximately 300 statisticians coming from more than
70 countries across all continents attended the conference.
Three international courses/workshops were also held in
Spanish with some 40 students. The Scientific Programme
was prepared by the Programme Committee under the
chairmanship of Geoff Hole of Statistics Canada. The
Programme comprised 13 invited paper sessions, 13 special
organised paper sessions and 11 contributed papers
sessions. There were more than 170 papers presented and
discussed during the conference. There were also two open
meetings on the topics 'The future of International Cooperation in International Statistics ' and 'The role of
Women in Statistics ' . The issues of the conference covered
a wide range of themes and topics. Among the
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methodological questions handled in presentations were:
measurement problems related to both economic and social
statistics; forecasting, sampling, survey and census
methods; quality aspects of data and surveys; longitudinal
analysis; questions related to monitoring social
development and questions related to data dissemination
and GIS. Subject matter areas included health statistics,
education statistics, migration statistics, statistics on
poverty and social exclusion, household and labour force
surveys, population censuses, business statistics, consumer
price indices, national accounts, tourism statistics and
environment statistics.
INEGI will make CD ROM and printed versions of the
conference Proceedings . In addition, all keynote addresses,
invited, special organised and contributed papers are
available on conference website:

Joint DGINS/IAOS Conference in The Hague in
1999
On the occasion of Statistics Netherlands' centennial, the
Netherlands government will host the Statistical
Programme Committee of the European Union on 25 May,
the subsequent meeting of Directors Generals of National
Statistical Institutes (DGINS) together with the IAOS
Conference on 26 and 27 May, and Statistics Netherlands'
own commemoration conference on 28 May 1999. The
main theme of the Conference is 'Official Statistics,
Challenges for the Future'. On the preliminary agenda of
the conference there are the following topics:
•

•

http ://www.inegi.gob.mx/homepara/eventos/
conferencia98/esp/archico2.htrnl

IAOS Review Committee
The IAOS General Assembly decided in its Istanbul
meeting in 1997 to undertake a review of its current
activities and functioning in order to redefine its role and
tasks towards more consistent and precise terms of
reference. The IAOS Review Committee under the
chairmanship of Mr Carlo Malaguerra, Director of the
Swiss Federal Statistical Office, has made a first
preliminary report on the review of the profile, mission and
tasks of the IAOS. This report was presented at the open
meeting of the JOmt IAOS/IASS Conference in
Aguascalientes. In this report, the Committee analyses main
characteristics, the present weaknesses and potential
strengths of the IAOS and makes a preliminary proposal for
the priority areas for future work of the IAOS. These areas
are: strengthening ties between producers and users of
official statistics; integrity, fundamental principles and
professional ethics; profile and role of official statistics in
modem democracies; integration of young statisticians
within the international statistical community; new
information technologies; and quality management and
quality monitoring.
In order to pursue the work of the IAOS Review
Committee, a questionnaire had been drafted and sent to all
IAOS members and NSI's Directors. A final report,
including proposals for reviewed terms of reference and
functioning rules of the IAOS will be submitted, for
adoption, to the General Assembly to be held in Helsinki in
August 1999. You can find more information on this issue
on the Swiss Federal Statistical Office website:
http://www. admin. ch/bfs/about/in temational/iaos. htrn

•

•

Quantifying the past: Reconstructing National
Accounts; comparing economic growth; digitised
databases;
Accounting for National Accounts: Globalisation;
information needs for EU decision making; satellite
accounts as a tool for policy;
Integrity, the quintessence of quality: European
experiences and prospects; UN Fundamental Principles
in practice; maintaining public trust and agency
integrity face to face with government policy;
A perspective in time: Landmarks of the past age;
strategic issues in the 21st century.

You may find more information on this conference on
CBS's website:
http://www.cbs.nl/isi/iaos.htrn

/SI Conference in Helsinki 1999
The 52nd Session of the ISi will be held in Helsinki on 10-18 August 1999. The IAOS programme committee under
the leadership of Svein Longva has prepared the
programme for the IAOS sessions of this conference.
According to the preliminary plan, the IAOS invited paper
sessions will comprise the following highly topical issues:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Statistical training of people working in and with
official statistics (joint with !ASE);
Culture statistics;
Dynamics of standard statistical classifications;
Registers and surveys in health and social service
monitoring;
How to measure deregulation?
Small domain estimates including use of administrative
data;
Surveying and estimating for the informal sector (joint
with IASS);
Critical problems in economic statistics;
Official statistics in the 20th century- historical
perspective.

For more information on the ISI Helsinki Conference,
look at the Statistics Finland website:
http://www.stat.fi/isi99
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SCORUS Committee

Standing Committee on
Regional and Urban Statistics (SCORUS)

a11Jl11

~
CD

address

e-mail
website

Professoressa Rosa Giaimo
Institute di Statistica
Facolta di Economica
Universita di Palermo
Villa delle Scienze
90128 PALERMO, Italy
Giaimo@mbox.unipa.it
http ://www.cbs.nl/isi/scorus.htm

The SCORUS Committee 1997-1999 is composed of the
following members:
Chair .......... ............ ..... ...... .. ................. Rosa Giaimo (Italy)
Vice Chair .......... .... ...... .......... ...... .... Hubert Jeyet (France)
Members ... .......... ..... ........ ..... ....... ..... .. Jin Guifang (China)
... .......... ........ ....... ... ..... ... Klaus Trutzel (German)
....... ..... ....... ... ..... .............. .... ... Derek Bond (UK)
........ ....... ........ ........... ... . Per Gullstrom (Sweden)
Past Chair ... .................. .... ... .. ...... Asta Manninen (Finland)
The SCORUS Committee has decided to establish
SCORUS contact persons with the aim of working in close
co-operation with the SCORUS Committee, thereby
developing their work. There are currently five SCORUS
contact persons and our goal is to eventually enlarge this
network:
•
•
•
•

R OSA GIAIMO

Chair of SCOR US

Aims and Main Activities
SCORUS is a specialised subsection of IAOS which
provides a forum from which statisticians and researchers,
who are interested in regional and urban issues, can
participate. As such, it organises biennial conferences on a
worldwide basis and also encourages international cooperation and the exchange of scientific information.
The aim of SCORUS/IAOS is to further the
international exchange of knowledge relating to urban and
regional statistics and to promote the creative study of
urban and regional issues by statisticians. Given that urban
statistics is related to urban studies and urban research,
SCORUS seeks to provide wide-world contacts amongst
fellow statisticians, researchers and consultants via an
information service which operates on a consultative basis.
One key objective of SCORUS is to improve the cooperation between the producers and users of statistics and,
in this respect, the establishment of a continuous dialogue
with official statisticians is important. In addition, the
importance of co-operation amongst organisations,
networks and the various bodies engaged in urban and
regional statistics and research is of paramount importance.
One of the main activities of SCORUS is to organise
biennial conferences, the most recent of which was held in
Belfast from 8- 11 June 1998.

•

Dr Hans-Peter Gatzweiler, Federal Research Institute
for Regional Geography and Planning, Germany
Dr Helmut Meyer, Berlin School of Economics,
Germany
Mr Markandey Rai, United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat), Kenya
Dr Ilkka Susiluoto, City of Helsinki Urban Facts,
Finland
Dr Tsutomu Tanaka, Ritsumeikan University, Japan

The aim of these contact persons is to: introduce new
methods and working procedures; enlarge SCORUS'
membership; improve the co-operation amongst researchers
of urban and regional research; and, thereby, extend
SCORUS ' geographical coverage. SCORUS contact
persons will also assist in providing contributions to the
SCORUS journal, Cities and Regions/ Vil/es et Regions, and
conferences and other future activities. Much emphasis is
placed on promoting the synergy of urban statistics/research
with regional statistics/research.

Activities in 1998-99
Belfast
The 21st SCORUS Conference took place from 8- 11 June
in the magnificent and comfortable Waterfront Hall in
Belfast, an impressive centre for large conferences and
other important cultural events.
The Conference was well attended with almost 130
participants from 30 different countries. Many delegates
came from afar: China (the largest delegation), Japan,
Argentina, Brazil, Mexico, Kenya, South Africa, Mauritius,
Korea etc. There were also delegates and significant
contributions from the USA and Canada.
The participation of delegates originating from all over
the world enabled an extremely stimulating and lively
debate to take place, developing as it did into a broad range
of topics which are relevant to the most current themes in
urban and regional statistics.
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Many recently researched papers, were presented and
discussed. In addition, the Conference provided a unique
forum for the exchange of information in the wide-ranging
field of urban/regional statistics, research and related
activities.
The scientific programme, which had been well coordinated by Asta Manninen, was impressive and
comprised five Invited Papers sessions, a panel discussion
and a Round Table meeting. Furthermore, there were five
Contributed or Parallel Papers sessions, a special GIS
session and software demonstrations and exhibitions.
The topics of the Invited Papers sessions were as
follows:
•
•
•
•
•

The Creative City, The Informed Citizen, The Intelligent
Region
Characteristics of Life Patterns in Cities and
Conurbations
The Priority Setting of Official Statistics
Changes to the Market Environment-Challenges for
Statisticians
Measuring and Understanding Migration and its
Consequences
The Contributed Papers sessions focused on:

•
•
•
•
•

How to Measure and Monitor the Quality of Life
Training Statisticians to Meet Busy Decision-Makers
and Modern Society
Urban Industries
Methodology
Urban Indicators

Particularly lively was the debate which took place
during the Round Table, the title of which was 'Data
Requirements for Urban and Regional Statistics' and the
panel discussion on 'Indicators for Policy Making'. The
two Round Table sessions will be shortly published in
SCORUS' journal Cities and Regions. Two sessions dealt
with urban indicators and this proved to be a very topical
issue.
The topics about 'indicators' and 'requirements of good
indicators' were widely discussed by speakers originating
from different countries who brought with them cultural
experiences. Two of the more important questions which
were discussed were:
What do we expect from urban indicators?
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easy-to-use/interpret/communicate,
sensitive,
available,
accurate,
immediate, and
cost-effective.

This subject matter in the field of urban statistics is
exceedingly interesting and the debate is still wide open.
Finally, we can mention the demand for urban indicators,
which is one of the most interesting concerns in urban
statistics.
All abstracts and papers which had been received by the
deadline were published and distributed in the form of two
volumes of Conference Proceedings during the Conference.
This obviously involved considerable effort but it was one
which was really appreciated by all the participants.
Additionally, the conference organisers have also begun
preparing a CD-ROM which will contain all the material
presented during the conference.
In many respects, the SCORUS Belfast Conference was
a great success and we are very grateful to the University of
Ulster, the conference host, and to Derek Bond and his
team. They spared no effort as regards organising the
conference, thereby ensuring an enjoyable and memorable
conference for all concerned. Northern Ireland is a
wonderful place and we were able to enjoy its renowned
hospitality in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere.
All the participants much appreciated the social
programme, which was well constructed and extremely
interesting. On one occasion, we were received in the
magnificent Stormont Castle by Edgar Jardine, Director of
the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency.
Another splendid occasion was the sumptuous Gala Dinner
which was held in the splendid setting of Belfast City Hall
by the Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor Councillor David Alderdice.
And finally, how can we forget the spectacular postconference tour along the coastline of the Giant's
Causeway? This is one of the most striking and evocative
geological formations in the whole of Ireland, with its
40,000 basalt columns piled up along the coast. The dinner
held on the campus of the University of Ulster Coleraine to
mark the end of a splendid day and a very successful
conference was also most pleasant and much appreciated.

What are the criteria relating to quality?

The 21st SCORUS Conference confirmed the growing
interest in comparing urban and regional statistics and also
the need for statistics which are ever more up-to-date and
reliable.

It emerged from the debate that an indicator must be:

Mexico

reliable,
comprehensive,
comparable,
measurable,
relevant,
understandable,

After the Belfast Conference, SCORUS took part in the
joint IASS/IAOS Conference which was held in
Aguascalientes, Mexico, from 1-4 September 1998. The
theme of the Conference was 'Statistics for Economic and
Social Development'. The two sessions organised by
SCORUS were:

and

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
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•
•

Measuring the Economic and Social Impact of
Migration, organised by Rosa Giaimo, Italy; and
Social Welfare-Monitoring Living Conditions by Using
Social and Health Statistics and Other Data Sources,
organised by Per Gullstrom, Sweden.

Helsinki
The SCORUS Committee has been working on the topics
of urban and regional issues for some time and they will
shortly be merged in the Scientific Program of the 52nd ISi
Session which will be held in Helsinki, Finland from 10--18
August 1999. Following the success of former ISi Sessions,
the Helsinki ISi Session is expected to attract about 1,500
participants from all over the world; the preparations for
this forthcoming event are well under way.
SCORUS will have two IP sessions within the quota of
IAOS. These deal with:

•
•

Culture Statistics, and
Registers and Surveys in Health and Social Service
Monitoring.

The IAOS Programme Chairman is Mr. Svein Longa.
For further information, please contact: htpp://www.
stat.fi/isi99

•

•
•

This joint work has already produced a provisional
programme, the topics being as follows :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How to Measure the Level of Urban Development
Cities and Globalisation
Statistical Support for Economic Policy on Local and
Regional Levels
The Regional Distribution of Economic Growth in
Urban Systems
Population Strategies and their Impact on Urban
Development
Indicators of Social Welfare
Urbanisation in Countries with a High Rural Population
The Phenomena of a 'Floating Population'
Urbanisation and Segregation
Foreign Populations in Big Cities and their Impact on
Urban Development
The Use of Business Data in Local Authorities
The Property Market in Cities, Urban Regions and
Foreign Investments
The Comparability of International City Statistics
The Role of Municipal Statistics in the Official
Statistical Systems of China and other countries.

An Important Technical Issue about Cities which
Utilises Samples or Survey Data for Producing and
Presenting Urban Statistics; New Approaches, Methods
and Tools
Young People and Big Cities
Urban Violence

Cities and Regions/Vil/es et Regions
The SCORUS journal Cities and Regions/ Vil/es et Regions
offers a forum from which to present papers and discuss the
current state of urban statistics and research. Three issues
are published annually, each volume of the journal
concentrating on a special topic which has been previously
decided. Three to four papers cover each topic.
Issue No.12, which was published in October 1997,
includes the following papers:
'La gestion de !'information au service de la prise de
decision'
(Catherine
Pelli,
Zurich);
'Information
Management and Political Consulting, the Case of
Helsinki' (Eero Holstilla, Helsinki);
' Information
Management and Political Consulting-The Role of
Statisticians and Urban Researchers' (Erhard Hruschka,
Hamburg); 'Information and Political Consulting: A
Spanish point of view' (Jose Aranda, INE, Madrid).

Shenzhen
The next SCORUS Conference, the 22nd, will be held in
Shenzhen, China from 8- 11 November 2000 and the
SCORUS Committee is currently working with the host
organisation (i.e., the city of Shenzhen, the Shenzhen
Statistics and Information Bureau, the State Statistical
Bureau, the People' s Republic of China and the Census and
Statistics Department of Hong Kong) to plan and define the
exact content of the conference.

IS/: its Sections

Issue No.13 contains three papers:
The first is by Jeannette Bandel (Stockholm) on 'Using
Welfare Statistics to Allocate the Municipal Budget among
the City of Stockholm's Geographical Areas' ; the second
by Rosa Giaimo and Anna Maria Milito (Palermo) on 'A
Territorial Analysis of the Quality of Life of Minors' ; and
the third by Jorge Sarralegui Gil (Madrid) entitled
'Regional Differences in the Social Indicators ' System of
the INE in Spain'.
Regarding the submission of papers to Cities and
Regions/ Vil/es et Regions, please contact:

CD

address

telephone
fax
e-mail

Prof. Hubert Jayet, Editor-in-Chief
Universite des Sciences et Technique de Lille
Faculte des Sciences Econ. et Sociales
59655 VILLENEUVE D'ASQ Cedex, France
+33 03 20 43 65 98
+33 03 20 43 48 33
jayet@pop. univ-lille. fr
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International Association for
Statistical Education (JASE)

CD

•

the demand for recognition in academic world that
research in statistics education is a research discipline in
its own right;

•

the problems in statistics training of those researchers
and professionals who must then apply statistics to
diverse substantive disciplines.

Maria-Gabriella Ottaviani, President

address

Dip. Di Statistica, Probabilita e Statistische
Applicate
Universita di Roma 'La Sapienza'
Pie A. Moro, 5
00185 ROME, Italy
+39 06 49 91 05 61
+39 06 49 59 241
0ttavian@pow2.sta.uniroma.it
http://www.stat.ncsu.edu/info/iase/

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

MARIA- G ABR IELLA OTTA VIAN/

President of the IASE

ICOTS-5
In 1998, the Fifth International Conference on Teaching
Statistics, ICOTS-5, was held from June 21 to June 26, at
Nanyang University of Technology, Singapore. The ICOTS
conferences are one of the main activities of the IASE and
are held every four years. Over 400 participants from some
40 countries attended and more than 200 papers were
presented. About 120 local teachers attended the first two
days of the conference which included some sessions
specially organised for them. Furthermore, the IASE and
the ISI were able to support some 20 people from
developing and transitional countries, thus helping the
IASE implement one of its aims, that is supporting and
promoting statistical education, especially in developing
and transition countries.
The materials presented at ICOTS- 5 illustrate how
important the teaching of statistics is from didactic and
pedagogic viewpoints, for furthering quantitative skills
needed in a modem society. Some of the papers presented
studies and research that reveal important new knowledge
about how students come to learn and understand statistics
in educational settings. There were important contributions
made by all the keynote speakers. It was particularly
interesting to hear those from non-academic areas who
showed the need for quantitative information and its
increasing use by people working in the areas of
governments and in economics. Each speaker showed in a
different way that " .. . like any science subject, the theory
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of statistics is meant for a perfect or ideal world, which
hardly exists in reality", and so when applied to reality the
consciousness of the phenomenon under examination is
needed to help the user in bridging the gap between theory
and practice. Consequently two key issues emerge from the
concerns of the Conference:

The first problem may be solved when the community
of statisticians makes clear the awareness that the
researchers in statistical education have their own particular
and important role. As statisticians, they investigate
statistical education using statistics as an instrument with
which they can contribute at the same time to the
development of theory and application of the discipline.
As regards the problem of the training of both
researchers and professionals who have to use statistics, the
IASE is fully aware of the importance of the subject and
will respond, in a systematic and articulate way, to the
theme of training researchers at the next Round Table on:
'Training Researchers in the use of statistics', to be held in
Japan in the year 2000.

Executive Committee 1997-1999
President:

Maria-Gabriella Ottaviani, Italy

President-Elect: Brian Phillips, Australia
Vice Presidents: Carmen Batanero, Spain
(Promotion and ' !ASE Matters' editor)

Joan B. Garfield, USA
(!ASE contributor to ISi Newsletter)

Michael J. Glencross, South Africa
(Promotion and national correspondents network)

Lionel Pereira-Mendoza, Singapore
(JASE Representative at the Programme Coordinating Committee of the 53rd ISi Session in
Seoul)

Publications in 1998
Proceedings of the Fifth International Conference
on Teaching Statistics
Acknowledgement
Great appreciation is expressed by all the JASE
members to the members of the Publication Committee,
chaired by Lionel Pereira-Mendoza, who ensured an
efficient co-ordination thus permitting the participants,
as well as all JASE members, to have immediately at
their disposal the best and most up-to-date findings of
activity and research in statistical education.
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The Proceedings cover the eight mam topics of the
Conference:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Statistical education at the school level;
Statistical education at the post-secondary level;
Statistical education for people in the workplace;
Statistical education and the wider society;
An international perspective of statistical education;
Research in teaching statistics;
The role of technology in the teaching of statistics;
Other determinants and developments in statistical
education.

As these topics indicate, the proceedings cover the
spectrum of issues for statistical education at all levels.
There are in three volumes containing approximately 200
papers, with authors from 40 countries presenting the latest
thinking in statistical education. The proceedings contain
some papers that discuss general issues and others that
contain practical suggestions for implementing ideas at the
classroom level. The three volumes are an invaluable
source of information for anyone who is concerned with
statistical education.
For people wanting a list of the papers presented at the
conference, a complete listing can be found at:
www.nie.ac.sg:8000/-wwwmath/THEFINAL.htrnl.

The JASE participation in the 4th Iranian International
Statistics Conference held in Tehran, August 23 to 25,
1998, was assured by Carmen Batanero. Papers in statistical
education covered two days of the conference in one of the
parallel strands. Carmen Batanero held a plenary lecture on
'Current Situation and Future Perspectives for Statistical
Education'. A special message from the IASE President
was read at the beginning of the statistical education
sessions.

Forthcoming /ASE Activities
/ASE Sessions in /Si's 52nd Biennial Meeting,
Helsinki (Finland), August 10-18, 1999
There are seven sessions planned for ISI-52. One is coorganised with IAOS.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Orders may be placed with:
address
telephone
fax

e-mail

The cost is:
• IASE/ISI members:
• Non-members:

CTMA Pte Ltd
425A Racecourse Road
Singapore 218671
+65 299 8992
+65 299 8983
ctmapl@singnet.com.sg

$65 plus shipping/handling
$80 plus shipping/handling

/ASE 1998 Activities around the World
Contacts between the JASE and other national and
international organisations were established by M .
Gabriella Ottaviani, the JASE President, in order to
promote the understanding and advancement of statistical
education. Dr. Carlos M. Jarque, the President of the INEGI
(Instituto Nacional de Estadistica Geografia e Informatica
of Mexico), invited the JASE President to take part to the
IASS-IAOS joint Conference on ' Statistics for Economic
and Social Development' in Aguascalientes and also sent
an INEGI delegate to ICOTS-5. Besides this Professor
Siamak Noorbaloochi, from Iran, invited the IASE
President to participate as invited speaker to the Fourth
International Iranian Statistics Conference where a numbers
of sections on statistical education were organised.
The IASE presence at the IASS-IAOS joint Conference
in Aguascalientes (Mexico) 1-4 September 1998 was
ensured by the IASE President who presented an invited
paper on: 'Developments and Perspectives in Statistical
Education'.

IS!: its Sectums

•

Statistical Education and the Significance Tests
Controversy, C. Batanero (Spain)
Teaching and Training Multivariate Data Analysis,
H. Bacelar-Nicolau (Portugal)
Statistical Education Using Flexible Learning
Approaches, A. Di Ciaccio (Italy)
Statistical Education for Life, B Phillips (Australia)
Issues Involved in the Assessment and Evaluation of
Student Learning of Statistics, J. Garfield (USA)
Visualisation as an Educational Tool, L. Weldon
(Canada)
Statistical Training for People Working in and with
Official Statistics, C. Blumberg (USA) and R. Smulders
(The Netherlands)

Also of interest to Statistical Educators is the panel
discussion on: Statistical Literacy, L. Biggeri (Italy). The
indicative list of topics for contributed papers drawn up by
the Local Programme Committee contains:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Teaching basic statistics
Educating statistical majors
Statistical education
Teaching statistics for non-statisticians
Statistical literacy
Statistical consulting
More information at: http://www.stat.fi/isi99.

Conference on 'Training Researchers in the Use of
Statistics'
This Round Table Conference will be held at Meiji
University, Tokyo (Japan), from August 7-11, 2000.
Scientific Committee Chair: Carmen Batanero, Spain.
Local Organising Committee Chair: Yuki Miura, Japan.
The year 2000 will be the year of the IASE Round
Table in Japan on the topic: 'Training Researchers in the
Use of Statistics'. The goal of the Round Table
Conferences is to bring together a small number of experts,
representing as many different countries as possible, to
provide opportunities for developing better mutual
understanding of common problems, and for making
recommendations concerning the topic area under
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discussion. A main outcome is the publication of a book
containing a set of refereed conference papers and
summaries of discussions, which presents a global
overview of the conference subject.
More information and details on possible topics and
issues to be discussed at the IASE 2000 Round Table
Conference can be obtained from Carmen Batanero
[batanero@goliat.ugr.es] or from the webpages:
http://www.stat.ncsu.edu/info/iase/
http://www.ugr.es/~batanero/iasert.htm

ICME-9 Conference
Tokyo/Makuhari (Japan), July 31-August 6, 2000
International Program Committee Chair: Prof. Hiroshi
Fujita
Major events: Plenary Lecture; International Round Table;
Regular Lecture; Working Group for Action (WGA); Topic
Study Group (TSG); Poster Presentation; ICMI Study
Group; ICMI General Assembly; Social Activities;
Exhibitions.
Prof. Hiroshi Fujita has invited Dr Susan Starkings, the
IASE member who acted as ICME-9 contact facilitator, to
be the chief organiser of the Topic Study Group No. 4 on:
'The Teaching and Learning of Statistics'.
More details can be obtained from Susan Starkings at:
[starkisa@vax.sbu.ac.uk] .
Other information may be obtained from the website:
http://ma.kagu.sut.ac.jp/~icme9/index.htm1.

JASE Sessions in /Si's 53rd Biennial Meeting, Seoul
(Korea), 2001
Lionel Pereira Mendoza is the representative of the IASE
within the Programme Co-ordinating Committee for the
2001 ISi Congress in Seoul (Korea). The Committee will
meet during the 52nd ISi Session. Suggestions are being
actively sought regarding session topics and organisers.
There will be six or seven themes directly related to
Statis tical Education. Suggestions concerning any aspects
of teaching statistics are welcome but preference will
generally be given to topics of wide interest. Sessions that
are organised in collaboration with IASE's sister
associations within the ISi family are strongly encouraged.
Suitable names and contact information for organisers,
speakers and discussants will also be appreciated.
0

Maria-Gabriella Ottaviani (Italy), Chair
Brian Phillips (Australia), International Organiser
Dani Ben-Zvi (Israel), IPC Secretary
Delia North, (South Africa) Chair of the Local Organising
Committee
IASE encourages members to submit suggestions for
session topics, for organisational arrangements, or other
areas. !COTS is IASE's major conference; we want it to
respond to members' wishes.
Any suggestions or other communication from
interested members relevant to the activity of the IPC will
be
welcomed
by
Maria-Gabriella
Ottaviani
[ottavian@pow2.sta.uniromal.it] and Brian Phillips
[bphillips@swin.edu.au]

Other Activities of Interest to Statistical
Educators
International Research Forum on 'Statistical
Reasoning, Thinking, and Literacy'
Kibbutz Be'eri (Israel), July 18-23, 1999
The International Study Group for Research on Learning
Probability and Statistics is offering the first in a series of
International Research Forums, to be held in Israel in July
1999. This forum offers an opportunity for a small number
of researchers from around the world to meet for a few days
to share their work, discuss important issues, and initiate
collaborative projects.
Dani Ben-Zvi (Weizmann Institute of Science, Israel)
and Joan Garfield (University of Minnesota, USA) are cochairs of the International Research Forum
Please contact:
•
•

Dani Ben-Zvi, at [ntdben@wiccmail.weizmann.ac.il]
Joan Garfield, at [jbg@tc.urnn.edu]

PME Conferences

1999, Haifa, Israel, July 25-July 30
Information may be obtained from the Conference
Secretariat at [pme@netvision.net.il] or the webpage:
http:// edu.tecnion.ac.illconference/pme23.

2000, Hiroshima, Japan, July 23- July 27

Suggestions should be sent to Lionel Pereira Mendoza
[mendoza@singnet.com.sg] or [pereiraml@am.nie.ac.sg].

Information may be obtained from Professor Masataka
Koyama at [mkoyama@ipc.hiroshima-u.ac.jp].

ICOTS-6, Durban (South Africa), 2002

Communication Networks

Plans for ICOTS-6 in the summer of 2002 are already
under way. The venue is Durban, in South Africa, during
mid-July. The JASE will make a concerted effort to attract
participation from African developing nations, in part
offering funds to delegates as was the case at ICOTS-5.

IASE keeps its members in touch by a variety of means.

The International Programme Committee (IPC) is
formed at present by:

48

On the hard-copy publications front, the International
Statistical Review, Short Book Reviews and the Annual
Review of International Statistics along with JASE Review
and the IASE section in the ISi Newsletter, keep IASE
members informed about the Association activities and
allow contacts with other like-minded folk. As well as
receiving the above-mentioned ISi/JASE publications free,
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members can still take advantage of concessionary rates on
conference registrations and on the purchase of ISI/IASE
books On the electronic publishing front, JASE has a
website at the address:
http://www.stat.ncsu.edu/info/iase/
It is possible to access it directly or via the Journal of
Statistics Education (JSE) Information Service at:

http://www.stat.ncsu.edu/info/
Those interested in research in statistical education are
referred to the International Study Group in Research on
Leaming Probability and Statistics, which started at
ICOTS-1 , in 1982. Requests to become a member of the
group or to get more information should be sent to Carmen
Batanero (addresses above) .
Another result of ICOTS-5 was the setting up of six
new discussion lists about specific themes in statistical
education. The group topics were:
•
•
•
•
•
•

teaching statistics by distance education;
teaching statistics to research workers;
technology in teaching statistics;
teaching statistics in post secondary settings;
linking statistics teaching in schools with the outside
world;
linking official statistics with statistics teaching.

By October 1998, most of these lists had been launched
as e-mail lists. The frrst two may be joined by sending the
message 'subscribe tsdist-1' or 'subscribe tsres-1' to
[majordomo@swin.edu.au]. They are run from Swinburne
University in Melbourne, Australia, by Glenda Francis and
John Taffe, respectively.
The third and fifth lists, tstech-1 and tsschl-1, are run
from the University of Central Queensland (also in
Australia), by Rex Boggs. To join send the message
'subscribe
tstech-1'
or
'subscribe
tsschl-1'
to
[majordomo@cq-pan.cqu.edu.au].
You will receive a welcoming message with instructions
on how to post to the list, as well as messages that others
post to the list after you join.
Please help to make the !COTS-sponsored e-mail
networks a success. You all are invited to join at least one
of these lists and to share your ideas.
The list members may be found on the JASE website.
Further developments will also be posted there. More
information can be obtained from John Taffe at
[jtaffe@vic.bigpond.net.au], the 'reference person' for all
the groups on behalf of the IASE.
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Chapter III
United Nations and
other International Governmental
Organisations

This chapter of ARIS consists of tliJo parts.
Part A describes the statistical activities of the
United Natians and related institutions.
Part B ccm:rs other intem:itwnal gm.x?n?mental
organisations.
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Part A - United Nations and Related Institutions
1999 biennium statistical services will be provided to
the Committee on Contributions, Fifth Committee of the
General Assembly Intergovernmental Working Groups
on the Advancement of Environment Statistics, and the
Commission of the Status of Women, Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)

CD
contact

[2]

telephone

fax
e-mail
website

Hermann Habermann, Director
UN Statistics Division
United Nations - DESA
Two UN Plaza
NEW YORK, NY 10017, USA
+1 212 963 4996
+1 212 963 9851
UNSD@UN .ORG
http://www.un.org/Depts.unsd

Management and Technical Co-operation Services
Section
•

•
•

Overview
The mandate for the statistical programme was established
by the Economic and Social Council at its first and second
sessions in 1946. Then, the Economic and Social Council in
defining the terms of reference of the Statistical
Commission [resolution 8(II)], decided that a statistical unit
of the Secretariat should collect, analyse and evaluate
statistics from Member Governments, specialised agencies
and other sources; publish statistics; promote the
development and improvement of statistics in general;
maintain an international centre for statistics; and maintain
close contact and co-ordination with national governments
on programmes of statistical research, submission of
statistical data, analysis and publication.

•

•

Economic Statistics Branch
•

•

The Division
•

assists the Economic and Social Council, through the
Statistical Commission, in promoting a co-ordinated
system of international statistical programmes and
activities;
• promotes international comparability of statistics
through the standardisation of statistical methods,
classifications and definitions used by national
statistical agencies;
• collects, processes, evaluates and disseminates
international statistics;
• implements technical co-operation programmes in
statistics through providing advisory services and
training of statistical personnel, especially in the
statistically least developed of the developing countries
of the world;
• provides secretarial services for the Statistical
Commission and other United Nations conferences and
meetings on statistical matters, and provides statistical
services to the General Assembly and other United
Nations bodies, as required. For example, for the 1998-

formulates, plans and directs the management
programme, career development and the provision of
substantive support for technical co-operation of the
Division,
provides statistical service to the General Assembly and
other bodies,
assists the Director in overall management
responsibilities,
ensures the co-ordination of provision of substantive
support and services to the Statistical Commission, its
Working Group, the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical
Activities and other international meetings,
promotes co-operation of the statistical programmes of
the Division with regional commissions, specialised
agencies, and other international organisations .

•

develops statistical concepts and methods for use by
member states, in the area of national accounts,
economic classifications;
collects, compiles and disseminates national accounts
and related statistics, such as international comparisons
of prices; produces the publication National Accounts
Statistics;
implements through substantive technical co-operation
support, methodologies for the compilation of national
accounts (e.g. 1993 SNA) and provides substantive
support to technical co-operation activities in national
accounts and related statistics and economic
classifications.

International Trade Statistics Branch
•

•

•

develops statistical concepts and methods for use by
members states in the area of international trade and
transport statistics;
collects, compiles and disseminates international
statistics in the area of trade and transport statistics;
produces the publication International Trade Statistics
Yearbook and maintains the international statistics
database COMTRADE;
provides substantive support for technical co-operation
activities in trade and transport statistics.
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Demographic and Social Statistics Branch
•

•

•

develops statistical concepts and methods for use by
members states in the area of demographic and social
statistics;
collects, compiles and disseminates demographic and
social statistics; produces the publications Demographic
Yearbook, Compendium of Human Settlement Statistics
and World's Women;
provides substantive support for technical co-operation
activities in the area of demographic and social statistics
which aim at assisting member states in carrying out
efficient censuses and at improvement of demographic
and social statistics.

Environment, Energy and Industrial Statistics
Branch
•

•

•

develops statistical concepts and methods, for use by
members states, in the area (i) environment and energy
statistics and (ii) industry statistics;
collects, compiles and disseminates, (i) environment and
energy statistics and (ii) industry statistics; produces the
publication Industrial Commodities Statistics Yearbook
and Energy Statistics Yearbook;
provides substantive support for technical co-operation
activities in the areas of (i) environment and energy and
( ii) industry statistics.

Statistical Services Branch
•

•
•

applies advanced technologies in collecting, processing
and disseminating integrated statistics and is coordinating the development and implementation of
UNESIS (UN Economic and Social Information
System) with new client-server systems for the
Divisions databases with statistical outputs;
produces the publications in print, CD- ROM and other
electronic formats of the Statistical Yearbook;
manages the Statistics Division's world-wide web
homepage, which includes the Monthly Bulletin of
Statistics On- Line, newsletters in population statistics
and economic statistics, social indicators and gender
statistics
on-line,
Statistical
Commission
documentation, a bibliography of national statistical
publications and the Statistics Division Catalogue. The
Division's homepage on Internet is rapidly becoming the
front line communication medium for the Division.

UN Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)

CD
contact

telephone

fax
e-mail
website

Andrew J. Flatt, Director, Statistics Division
ESCAP, The United Nations Building
BANGKOK 10200, Thailand
+66 2 288 1611
+66 2 288 1000, 1082
flatt. u nescap@un.org
http://www . u nescap.org/stat

The Statistics Subprogramme of ESCAP assists members
and associate members in developing and improving their
capability to identify, collect, process, analyse and utilise
the data needed for the formulation, monitoring and
evaluation of development plans and policies; improves the
availability of data on the region and its constituent
countries through the gathering of demographic, social,
economic and other statistics, and through the maintenance
of those statistics in a form suitable for their retrieval and
dissemination by various means; and promotes the
utilisation of modem information technology in the public
sector.
In the implementation of the subprogramme,
consideration is given to the priority statistical needs of
ESCAP's thematic work programmes, which currently
relate to regional economic co-operation, environment and
natural resources development, and socio-economic
measures to alleviate poverty in rural and urban areas. The
statistical implications of regional plans of action in various
fields and of global initiatives and themes are also taken
into account.
In 1998 the activities and programmes of the ESCAP
Statistics Division were discussed by the Committee on
Statistics, which held its eleventh session in Bangkok in
November 1998. The Committee's major conclusions and
recommendations will be taken up at the annual session of
the ESCAP Commission, to be held in April 1999. Later in
1999, the Working Group of Statistical Experts will hold its
eleventh session.
Activities for 1999 are in line with the 1998-1999 work
programme and include the organisation of several
meetings at regional and sub-regional level on topics such
as poverty statistics, the application of new technology to
population data, and environment statistics.
Advisory services in the field of national accounts were
provided extensively in 1998, and will continue to be
available in 1999. The year 1998 also saw the continued
provision of advisory services on population statistics
through ES CAP advisers stationed with the UNFP A
Country Support Teams.
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The Statistics Division continues to pay attention to
information technology (IT) development in the public
sector in general, and in national statistical offices in
particular. Two seminars are lined up for developing
countries, in December 1998 on application of IT in
statistical offices, and later in 1999 on IT management for
decision makers. The reports will be made available
through the website, which also contains material on the
Y2K problem.

operations and adopts the annual and long-term
programmes of work of the Institute. The Board consists of
a representative nominated by the host country of the
Institute and eight representatives nominated by other
members and associate members of ESCAP elected by the
Commission. At present, in addition to the host country,
Japan, the elected members to the Governing Board
comprise: Australia, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Republic of Korea, Singapore and Thailand.

Data and information dissemination continued through
the Statistics Division's regular statistical publications:

The mission of the Institute aims to train official
statisticians from ESCAP region as well as to facilitate and
enhance the training capability building at the country
through
multinational
collaborative
efforts
and
arrangements.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Statistical Newsletter (quarterly)
Government Computerisation Newsletter (biannually)
Statistical Yearbook for Asia and the Pacific (annually)
Foreign Trade Statistics of Asia and the Pacific
(annually)
Statistical Indicators for Asia and the Pacific (quarterly)
Asia-Pacific in Figures (annually)

Among non-recurrent publications of the Division, 14
country Statistical Profiles on Women have now been
published, with a further two for Japan and the Republic of
Korea now being finalised .
The webpages of the Statistics Division are integrated
into the ESCAP's website, where they have been receiving
about half of the total number of hits, and they are regularly
updated with the electronic versions of the two newsletters.
It is also possible to find documentation on past meetings as
well as pre-session documents of future meetings. Efforts to
disseminate data in electronic format will continue,
especially via the Internet.

UN Statistical Institute for Asia and the
Pacific (SIAP)

CD
contact

[BJ

telephone

fax
e-mail
website

Mr. Lau Kak En, Director
Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific
(SIAP)
Economic Co-operation Centre Building, Annex
42 Honmura-cho, Ichigaya, Shinjuku-ku
TOKYO 162-0845, Japan

+81 3 3357 8351
+81 3 3341 1298 / 3 3356 8305
unsiap@ma.kcom .ne.jp
http://www. teleserv .co.jp/siap/

Established in 1970, the Statistical Institute for Asia and the
Pacific (SIAP) is a centre for training of government
statisticians of the developing countries in Asia and the
Pacific region. Since April 1995, the Institute has the status
of a subsidiary body of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) with the
establishment of the Governing Board which reviews the

Over 6,800 official statisticians have been trained in
courses conducted by the Institute since 1970. About onethird of the participants received their training in Tokyo.
The Institute's programmes are carried out through:
•
•
•
•

offer of fellowships for general courses;
advanced courses and training workshops on specific
topics;
conduct of country courses;
expert missions for providing advice and on the job
training.

As the host country, the Government of Japan, in
addition to its cash contributions, provides in-kind
contributions including administrative and infrastructure
support to the Institute through the Management and Coordination Agency as well as the award of fellowships for
three Tokyo-based courses through the Japan International
Co-operation Agency. Fellowships are provided annually
by the Japan International Co-operation Agency for the
Group Training Course in Practical Statistics, the Group
Training Course in Statistical Computing for Trainers and
Group Training Course in Analysis and Interpretation of
Statistics.
Hitherto, the Institute also conducts an outreach
programme which relies mainly on funds from the United
Nations Development Programme. Of late, SIAP has with
internal institutional funding embarked on developing an
overall strategy and vision to undertake training and other
training-related activities to build capacities in countries of
the region. The Institute will emphasise strengthening and
developing partnerships with: individual member countries
for collaborating with their statistical training institutes and
statistical training units within governments and with other
national institutions; and with international organisations,
regional and sub-regional organisations for collaborative
arrangements.
Since 1998, the outreach programme comprise the
following areas:
•

the regular annual course/workshop on Sample Design
for Household and Establishment Surveys;
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•

•
•

•
•

short duration achv1hes on specialised topics in
statistics for specific groups of countries or a subregion;
Country courses on topics requested by countries;
SIAP/UNDP project on the human development
indicator and the preparation of national human
development report and will be implemented through a
mix of training activities at the national, sub-regional
and regional levels;
expert missions to assist national statistical offices;
advanced courses/workshops/seminars to improve
statistics on emerging policy and related subjects;

Training Programme/or 1999/2000
Tokyo-based courses
•
•

•

•

Six- month Group Training Course in Practical Statistics
scheduled from mid-May to end-October 1999;
Two-month Group Training Course in Statistical
Computing for Trainers, tentatively scheduled from
mid-January to mid-March 2000;
Two-month Group Training Course in Analysis and
Interpretation of Statistics, tentatively scheduled from
mid-January to mid-March 2000; and
Group Training Course in Practical Statistics for the
Kingdom of Cambodia, tentatively scheduled for 5
weeks in June-July 1999.

Outreach Programme
•

Two-week Training Workshop on Deseasonalisation of
Time Series, will be conducted in collaboration with the
Singapore Department of Statistics, in Singapore from
15 to 26 March 1999.
• The Fifth Course/Workshop on Sample Design for
Household and Establishment Surveys will be
conducted in collaboration with a national statistical
office in November/December 1999.
• A one-week Training Course on Disability Statistics
would be conducted in the third-quarter of 1999.
• A three- week training course on Survey Sampling
Methods and Applications in Tehran for member
countries of the Economic Co-operation Organisation
(ECO), tentatively scheduled in May/June 1999.
• Under SIAP/UNDP project, the following activities will
be undertaken in 1999/2000:
- two country course on Sample Design for Household
and Establishment Surveys of two-week duration
would be conducted in Kathmandu, Nepal from 15
to 26 February 1999 and in Hanoi, Viet Nam from 5
to 16 April 1999;
- five country courses, each of two-week duration, on
Data Collection/Compilation Methods and Statistical
Analysis
Required
for
National
Human
Development Reports (NHDRs); and
- one sub-regional workshop of one-week duration on
Statistical and Analytical Issues Relating to the
Preparation ofNHDRs.
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UN Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

CD
contact

telephone
fax

Ms. Karima Bounemra Ben Soltan, Chief
Development Information Services Division
ECA
PO Box 3001
ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia
+251 151 7200
+251 151 4416

For further information on ECA statistical activities, please
refer to the UNECA's publication Statistical Newsletter.

UN Economic Commission for Europe
(ECE)

CD
contact

[8J
telephone
fax

e-mail
website

UN/ECE Statistical Division
Palais des Nations
1211 GENEVA 10, Switzerland
+41 22 917 4144
+41 22 917 0040
conference .stat@unece.org
http ://www.unece.org/stats

Conference for European Statisticians
The following are active programme elements in the
1998/1999 and 1999/2000 programme of work of the
Conference of European Statisticians:

Programme Activity 1 Statistical Services

Organisation and Operation of

Promotion and co-ordination of multilateral statistical
work:
•
•

Integrated Presentation of the International Statistical
Work Programmes;
Joint programme review meetings with OECD and
Eurostat.

Management and policy issues of direct concern to
presidents of national statistical offices:
•
•

Annual Plenary session of the CES (June 1999);
Meetings of the CES Bureau.

Countries in transition in the ECE region :
•

Regional projects financed by UNDP and UNFPA and
executed by the ECE.

Chapter Ill -

Relations with countries outside de UNIECE region :

•

Transfer of knowledge and experience

Programme Activity 2 - Technical Infrastructure and
Other Cross-cutting Issues
Management of information technology (IT) infrastructure:

•
•
•
•

Seminar ISIS '98 (May 1999);
Meeting on the management of statistical information
technology (February 1999);
Work session on statistical confidentiality (March 1999,
jointly with Eurostat);
Seminar ISIS'2000 (May 2000).

Statistical data collection and processing:

•

Work session on statistical data editing (June 1999).

•
•

Publication of Minimum standards for putting meta-data
on Internet and publication of Common Terminology on
Statistical Meta-information Systems;
Work session on statistical meta-data (September 1999);
Implementation ofUN/EDIFACT statistical messages.

Geographical and regional data :

•

Publication of Guidelines for Implementation of GIS in
Statistical Practice.

Programme Activity 3 - Economic Statistics
Price statistics:

•

•

European Comparison Programme (consultations in
June 1998 and in 2000, jointly with Eurostat, OECD
and Austrian Central Statistical Office);
Meeting on consumer price indices (February 1999 and
November 1999, jointly with !LO).

Agricultural statistics:

•

Meeting on food and agricultural statistics (June 1999,
jointly with FAO).

United Nations and Related Institutions

Registers and administrative records for social and
demographic statistics:

•

Work session on registers and administrative records in
social and demographic statistics (March 1999, jointly
with Eurostat).

Culture statistics:

•

Work session on culture statistics (1999, jointly with
UNESCO).

Labour statistics:

•

Work session on labour statistics ( 1999/2000, jointly
with ILO).

Demographic statistics:

•

Dissemination and interchange of statistical information:

•

Part A -

•

Work session on projections (January 1999, jointly with
Eurostat);
Preparation of the annual migration matrices.

Programme Activity 5 -

•

Environment Statistics

Work session on methodological issues (annually,
jointly with Eurostat).

Programme Activity 6 - Dissemination and Support for
Secretariat Activities
Co-ordination of international data collection:

•

Publication of Trends in Europe and North America
(statistical yearbook).

Other statistically-related activities of the UNIECE
secretariat:

•
•

Collection of macro-economic data for Economic
Survey of Europe;
UN/ECE macro-economic database.

UN Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)

Energy statistics:

•

Meeting on energy statistics (1999, jointly with Eurostat
and OECD/IEA).

Business registers:

•

Seminar on statistical units in business registers (1999,
jointly with Eurostat).

Programme Activity 4 - Social and demographic
statistics

CD
contact

[8J

telephone
fax

Gender statistics:
e-mail

•

Work session on gender statistics (April 2000, jointly
with INSTRA W and UNSD).

website

Pedro Sainz, Chief
Division of Statistics and Economic Projections
UN-ECLAC
Casilla 179-D
SANTIAGO, Chile
+56 2 210 2633 / 2 210 2634
+56 2 210 2472 (direct)
+56 2 208 0252 / 2 208 1946
psainz@eclac.cl
http://www .eclac.cl

Programme of Work
The Programme of Work of the ECLAC System is adopted
every two years by its member states. In this framework, the
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tasks assigned to the Division of Statistics and Economic
Projections (DSEP) are designed to meet the demand for
statistical information associated with the formulation and
assessment of economic development and social policy.

improvement of the household surveys in Latin
America. Execution of the project and support the
countries with technical assistance and training.
•

To advise countries of the region on the design of
models and methodologies of economic projections for
planning purposes and policy application and strategies
of development.

•

In the Statistical Database Management and processing
field, support and use of general purpose software; use
of Internet for collecting and disseminating statistical
data.

The statistical technical co-operation of the Division is
undertaken as follows:
•
•
•
•

extension of the regional framework of statistical
information;
development
and
dissemination
of statistical
information;
regional co-operation in statistical matters; and
prospective studies on the development of Latin
American and the Caribbean and its insertion in the
world scope.

The technical co-operation given by the Division is
strongly supported by extra-budgetary resources. It takes
place by assuming the role of executing agency of projects
or agreements financed by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), by other international organisations or
by a donor country in association with the receiving
country.
The technical co-operation projects or agreements
presently undertaken by the Division and their co-sponsors
are the following:
•

Advise regional governments in matters related to
quantification, description and analysis of poverty
phenomena, through missions of technical assistance
and joint-venture studies.

-

•

-

Brazil: Assist IBGE in the theme of measurement
and poverty.

-

Costa Rica: Assist DGEC on household survey San
Jose.

-

Other countries: Answer the requests for technical
assistance at the poverty estimations area and
household surveys.

To advise governments of the region, and especially the
Statistical National Offices, in the design and
implementation of household surveys, multiple purpose,
such as household income, expenses and life conditions.

•

Uruguay: Collaboration in the analysis of the results
of the incoming and expenses survey.

Joint-venture projects organisation with national and
international institutions, regarding poverty analysis and
social area data.
-
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Bolivia: Assist INE (National Statistical Institute) on
methodological aspects for the analysis of poverty
and equity. Assist UN-DAPSO on the estimation of
basic food baskets, determine poverty lines and
determination of the magnitude and the existing
poverty characteristics in the country.

Participation in the activities of the joint-venture
projects ECLAC- IDB-World Bank regarding the

Organisation of Meetings, Seminars and Training
Courses
ECLAC collaborates in the organisation of the following
training activities in the region:
•

Regional Workshop of Experts on Measurement of
Poverty Line, Montevideo, Uruguay;

•

Seminar 'Special Data Dissemination
ECLAC/IMF, Santiago, Chile;

•

Regional
Seminar
on
Service
INSEE/ECLAC, Santiago, Chile;

•

Course/Workshop on Introduction
Accounts, Panama, Panama;

•

Second Joint Meeting OAS/ECLAC on Statistical
Matters, Santiago, Chile;

•

Seminar on 'Parity Calculations for the Estimation of
the Gross Domestic Product and Expenditure
Components', Santiago, Chile;

•

Work Meeting on Evaluation Criteria Implementation of
the SNA 1993, Santiago, Chile;

•

Seminar on Poverty Statistics, Santiago, Chile;

•

Meeting of the Programme on International Comparison
Prices, Santiago, Chile.

Standard',
Statistics,

to

National

Technical Co-operation Mission to the Countries of
the Region
Short-term technical co-operation missions were carried out
in the countries of the region in the following fields:
•
•
•
•
•

organisation of computing systems applied to
management and processing statistical data;
household surveys and poverty measurement;
external trade statistics;
updating and sample frames and sample designs;
improvement of national accounts and basic statistics.

Chapter III - Part A -

UN Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD)

[8J

telephone
fax
e-mail

Similarly, the major UNCTAD analytical publications,
World Investment Report, Trade and Development Report,
Least Developed Countries ' Report, provide, inter alia, an
extensive statistical outlook on the corresponding issues.
There is a significant demand for these publications
among development economists, policy-makers, the
academic world and professional communities concerned
with global issues.

CD
contact

United Nations and Related Institutions

Central Statistical Section
Division on Globalisation and
Development Strategies
UNCTAD
Palais des Nations
121 GENEVA 10, Switzerland
+41 22 907 5525/907 5580
+41 22 907 0051
moha med. fayache@unctad.org

Central Statistical Section (CSS)
Summary of Activities

Publications
As usual, the Handbook of Trade and Development
Statistics has remained the major task of the Central
Statistical Section (CSS). This year, the statistical tables
related to the international trade in services have been
reintroduced, while the foreign direct investment tables
have been expanded. The new handbook, which is
scheduled for release in the first quarter of the 1999, also
includes the expanded time-series on the CIS, Baltic and
East European countries.
It has been decided that the next edition of the
Handbook (publication envisaged at the end of the 1999)
will be published in a more compact and abbreviated form,
accompanied by a CD-ROM containing full statistical data.

The production of another important CSS publication,
the UNCTAD Monthly Commodity Price Bulletin (MCPB),
has been entirely transferred on to the PC platform. The
data for the MCPB are extracted from national newspapers,
trade promotion offices, associations and specialised
publications. Based on this, the UNCTAD composite index
of commodity prices in US dollars and SDRs is produced
every month. The indices reflect the measurement of
changes in the price level of primary commodities traded
internationally.
The publication of the Commodity Yearbook was
discontinued last year. It has been partially replaced by the
Handbook of World Mineral Trade Statistics. This new
publication provides consistent data at world, regional and
country levels for the international trade of the major nonfuel minerals and metals, from primary to semi-processed
forms. This is the first comprehensive publication to
provide data for both quantities and values for these
products. The data covers the whole range of commodities,
which has traditionally suffered from statistical
inadequacies and lack of world-wide coverage.

Information Systems
In the previous ARIS issues, reference was made to the
computerised systems developed and maintained by
UNCTAD. The first is the Economic Time Series (ETS)
database; the second is the Trade Analysis and Information
System (TRAINS).
Following some technical and policy developments
bearing on a centralised mainframe system, it has been
decided to design and implement a new framework for the
UNCTAD ETS database based on the PC/LAN platform.
As a result, all ETS data, including public and private
data banks, have been successfully incorporated into the PC
environment, and the new data updating and retrieval/table
generating procedures under the new system have also been
introduced. The new database is now fully operational.
TRAINS information system, which is available on CDROM, provides an in-depth outlook on the international
trade. It combines data from five different databases,
including the COMTRADE, by utilising the Harmonised
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS). TRAINS
integrates UNCTAD's TCM (Trade Control Measures)
database with other relevant trade components, including
trade values.

International Telecommunication Union
(ITU)

CD
contact

[8J
telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Mr. M. Minges, Head
Information Systems Unit, ITU/BOT
Place des Nations
1211 GENEVA 20, Switzerland
+41 22 730 5519
+41 22 730 6449
minges@itu .int
http://www.itu.int

Originally established in 1865 as 'Union Telegraphique
Internationale', the ITU is a UN specialised agency since
1947 with the following aims:
•

maintain and extend international co-operation for the
improvement and rational use of telecommunication;
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•

•

promote development of technical facilities and their
most efficient operation, in order to improve efficiency,
usefulness and availability of telecommunication
services;
harmonise the actions of nations in the attainment of
these common ends.

The ITU's Telecommunication Development Bureau
maintains a statistical database of internationally
comparable telecommunications statistics. These time
series, referring to technical, operational, economic and
social aspects, cover the period 196~ 1998 and include
over 200 countries and territories. As examples, the
following subjects are included in the database:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

number of main telephone lines;
main telephone lines per 100 inhabitants;
number of requests on waiting list for main lines;
international outgoing telephone traffic (calls and
minutes);
residential and business telephone connection charge (in
US$);
cellular mobile telephone subscribers;
telecommunication service revenue (total and by type of
service).

The database is used for regional and global reports on
the state of the world's telecommunication industry. Further
details, including a full list of the available time series
subjects, are available from the contact mentioned above.

International Maritime Organisation (IMO)

[8J
telephone
fax

e -mail
website

The governing body of IMO is the Assembly, which
meets every two years. In between Assembly sessions a
Council, consisting of 32 Member States elected by the
Assembly, acts as governing body.
The technical work of the IMO is carried out by a series
of committees. The Maritime Safety Committee is the most
senior of these and has sub-committees dealing with the
following subjects: safety of navigation, radiocommunications and search and rescue, standards of
training and watch-keeping, carriage of dangerous goods,
solid cargoes and containers, ship design and equipment,
fire protection, stability and load lines and fishing vessel
safety, bulk liquids and gases and flag State
implementation.
The Marine Environment Protection Committee deals
with pollution prevention. IMO also has a Legal
Committee, originally established to deal with legal
problems resulting from the Torrey Canyon pollution
disaster of 1967 but later made a permanent body.
The Technical Co-operation Committee handles IMO's
growing technical co-operation programme, which is
designed to help Member Governments implement the
technical measures adopted by the Organisation, and the
Facilitation Committee deals with measures to simplify the
documentation and formalities in international shipping.
The Secretariat consists of some 300 international civil
servants headed by a Secretary-General. The IMO
Headquarters is in London. There is a wide range of
publications.

CD
contact

that most important IMO conventions are now accepted by
countries whose combined merchant fleets represent 98%
of the world total indicates how successful the policy has
been.

International Maritime Organisation
4 Albert Embankment
LONDON SEl 7SR, UK
+44 171 735 7611
(General) +44 171 587 3210
(Publications) +44 171 587 3241
info@imo.org
http://www.imo.org

The IMO, a specialised agency for the United Nations, is a
technical organisation established in 1958. Today it has 156
Member States plus two Associate Members. Formal
arrangements for co-operation and/or consultative status
have been established with a large number of international
organisations.
The organisation's chief task, especially in the early
years, was to develop a comprehensive body of
international conventions, codes and recommendations
which could be implemented by all Member Governments.
This international approach is essential, for the
effectiveness of IMO measures depends on how widely
they are accepted and how they are implemented. The fact
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Pictured above: IMO HEADQUARTERS in London.
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UN Population Fund (UNFPA)

.

UNFR4
United Nations
Population Fund

CD
contact (1)

Mr. S.L.N. Rao, Director
Technical and Evaluation Division

contact (2)

Mr. Hedi Jemai, Senior Technical Officer
Population Data, Policy and Research Branch
Technical and Evaluation Division

[8J
telephone

fax

UNFPA

220 East 42nd Street
NEW YORK, NY 10017, USA
+1 212 297 5211
+1 212 297 4915

Mandate
UNFP A's mandate is to play a leading role in promoting
population programmes that stress the linkages between
population and development. The Fund aims to increase
awareness of the vital role that population issues play in the
success of national development programmes. By providing
financial and technical assistance, UNFPA stimulates and
supports the efforts of developing countries to incorporate
population components into their socio-economic
development plans.

United Nations and Related Institutions

logistical context. PopMap facilitates geographical or
graphical expression of population indicators and related
data. PopMap is designed for demographers, statisticians,
planners and decision-makers with little or no prior
computer background or experience in database, graphics
and map manipulation. PopMap has been distributed to a
number of countries and UNFP A has held a number of
training workshops introducing key personnel in those
countries to the software. To date the project has
successfully generated census atlases for Bolivia,
Madagascar, Pakistan and Uganda and has also been used a
tool for establishing a Geographical Information System for
reproductive health/family planning in Indonesia and a
health atlas in the Dominican Republic.
In support of PopMap and in order to overcome the
costly, labour intensive and time-consuming process of
computerising paper maps, UNFP A has also supported the
development of a new product called MAPSCAN which
computerises maps at low cost and requires minimum
computer skills. MAPSCAN was developed by the UNSD
in collaboration with the Viet Nam Institute of Information
Technology. It is a stand-alone software and an excellent
companion to PopMap that accepts various formats of
scanned maps or drawings, reads and converts them into
vector maps in formats that can be used by popular systems.
MAPSCAN enables to move printed maps or drawings into
a mapping system quickly and easily, compared to
traditional digitising techniques.

During the last two decades, both the need for, and
scope of, population data have greatly expanded in the
developing countries as a result of their efforts to formulate
and implement population policies and to integrate factors
into development planning.

The advantage of both packages is that they can be used
by developing country statistical offices and others with
minimal training, they can provide a "gateway" to higher
end GIS packages and are very flexible.

UNFP A has in many cases been instrumental in
providing financial and technical assistance for the
strengthening of the establishment of national capacity for
descriptive analyses of population dynamics, analytical
investigations of fertility, mortality and migration, the
production of population estimates and projections, and for
monitoring and assessing population programme
performance. In the period 1969 to 1996, UNFP A provided
financial support for, or undertook itself, basic data
collection activities for a total of about US$300 million in
its global activities.

In early February 1997 UNFPA convened an expert Group
Meeting to examine how the recommendations of the
International Conference on Population and Development
could be best incorporated into the Global Programme of
Training in Population and Development. The meeting
considered many issues related to the new paradigm on
population and development, including the implications of
globalisation for training programmes in population and
sustainable development. A number of substantive
recommendations were made, particularly with respect to
strengthening the linkages between population, sustained
economic growth and sustainable development for updating
and improving curricula of the component centres that are
part of the programme.

PopMap and MAPSCAN
UNFP A has supported the development of an integrated
software package for consolidating population and
geographical information in maps and in graphics
databases. The software has been developed by the United
Nations Statistical Division (UNSD). PopMap is an
interactive information and decision support tool for
population activities. It combines graphics, spreadsheets
and mapping with an integrated geographical database,
making it ideal for planning and administration of
population activities with an important geographical or

Global Training Programme

Data Collection System on Resource Flows for
Population Programmes
UNFPA has begun a collaborative project with The
Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute (NIDI)
to establish an improved and refined system of annual data
collection and reporting on financial flows for population
activities. The project seeks to systematically collect, edit
and record data on resource flows for population and
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development programmes, both internationally and
domestically, in order to create and maintain a dynamic
database and to perform basic analyses of the data and
disseminate the findings. The updated reporting system will
incorporate the new directions emphasised in the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development held in Cairo, Egypt, in 1994.

Some Facts on UNFPA
•

•

•

UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, helps
developing countries find solutions to their population
problems. UNFPA began operations in 1969. It is the
largest international source of population assistance.
About a quarter of population assistance to developing
countries is channelled through UNFP A.
UNFP A is primarily a funding organisation. Many of
the projects and programmes which it supports are
implemented by recipient governments, other agencies
of the United Nations, or by NGOs.
All UNFP A activities promote the autonomy and
equality of women.

UNFPA has three main programme areas:

•

Reproductive Health including Family Planning and
Sexual Health . UNFPA supports the provision of
reproductive health care including wider choice of
family planning methods and related information.
Reproductive health care service include: safe
motherhood, counselling and prevention of infertility;
preventing and treating reproductive tract infections and
sexually transmitted diseases including HIV/AIDS; and
dealing with health consequences of unsafe abortion.

•

Population and Development Strategy. UNFPA helps
countries to formulate and implement comprehensive
population policies as a central part of sustainable
development strategies. This includes support for data
collection and analysis, and research.

•

Advocacy. UNFPA is an advocate for ICPD goals which
include: reproductive health and rights; longer life
expectancy; lower infant and maternal mortality; closing
the gender gap in education; strengthening national
capacity for formulate and implement population and
development strategies; and increasing resources for
population and development.

•

UNFP A offers assistance only at a country's own
request. There is international agreement of importance
of addressing population and development issues, but
each country decides its own approach.

Agenda for Action
In September 1994, the International Conference on
Population and Development (ICPD) adopted a Programme
of Action for the next 20 years, including a set of specific
objectives for all countries relating to health, women's
status, and social development. The Fund helps countries
achieve these objectives which include:
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•
•

•

•
•

universal access to reproductive health care, including
family planning and sexual health by 2015;
universal access to primary education by 2015 ;
countries should try to close the gender gap in primary
and secondary education by 2005;
infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live births and
an under- five mortality rate below 45 per 1,000 by
2015;
reducing maternal mortality rates by one half of the
1990 levels by the year 2000 and halve it again by 2015 ;
increasing life expectancy at birth to 75 years or more
by 2015 .

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)

CD
contact

Mr. Ladislav Kabat, Director, Statistics Division

~
telephone

fax
e-mail
website

FAO

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 1
00100 ROME, Italy
+39 6 5705 3599
+39 6 5705 5615
ladislav.kabat@fao.org
http://www.fao.org

FA O Statistics Division
The FAO Statistics Division assembles, analyses and
disseminates statistical data on world food and agriculture;
it also co-operates with FAO members in improving the
coverage, consistency and quality of the data, and helps
develop and improve food and agriculture statistics. It
provides advice and assistance to FAO members and
provides supervision to statisticians in regional and subregional offices.
The FA O Statistics Division inherited its present task in
194 7 from the International Institute of Agriculture (IIA)
which was established in Rome in 1905 . In 1910, IIA began
to publish yearbooks on international agricultural statistics,
and in 1930 initiated the World Agricultural Census
Programme which led to the promotion of national
agricultural censuses and the publication of results at 10year intervals up to the present. The Statistics Division has
taken over these tasks and has been responsible for the
1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990 and 2000 rounds of the
World Censuses of Agriculture and for statistical yearbooks
in agriculture since 1947. The latter now forms part of the
FAOSTAT which represents the most comprehensive data
bank of food and agriculture statistics in the world. The
Division also prepared the Third, Fourth, and Fifth World
Food Surveys in 1963, 1977, and 1985, as well as the sixth
survey published in 1996.
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Statistical analysis, development of statistical methods and
standards and support to strengthen national statistical
systems in developing countries

cross-reference checking and verified or completed by
means of supply/utilisation accounts and comparison with
aggregate trends available since 1961 .

The Division analyses economic, food supply/
consumption, demographic and agricultural statistics and
derives indicators pertaining to agricultural output and
productivity, the food and nutrition situation, environmental
issues, etc., for global studies; it also compiles, evaluates
and disseminates statistics on food consumption,
agricultural inputs, land use and prices.

The Division also undertakes the regular updating of a
long-term series of world-wide statistics on production,
trade and domestic utilisation of crops, livestock and
livestock products in the form of Supply/Utilisation
Accounts. Food Balance Sheets for more than 180 countries
are updated yearly and disseminated through the
FAOSTAT and PC systems; a dedicated publication is also
issued periodically. This information, as well as derived
indicators, are published in FAO's Quarterly Bulletin of
Statistics. Food Balance Sheets contain data (i .e. per caput
food availabilities in terms of quantity, energy, protein, and
fat) widely used in the assessment of the food situation and
needs, particularly critical in emergency situations.

The Statistics Division promotes the development and
improvement of national systems of food and agricultural
statistics. It promotes the evaluation, application and
dissemination of appropriate methodologies, especially for
agricultural censuses and surveys, and assists in organising
training seminars and other technical meetings. It promotes
the collection and dissemination of data in areas of special
social and economic interest. 'It provides technical
assistance to FAO members, mainly through the project
framework. The Division provides technical supervision to
statistical staff assigned to regional and sub-regional offices
and ensures the specialised technical support in statistical
development required by the decentralised structure,
particularly to project formulation and backstopping.
The Division has prepared several books and manuals
on agricultural statistical methods and standards and
organised meetings on statistical methodology. In 1998, the
Division backstopped field projects with a major focus on
agricultural statistical development in more than 40
countries, mostly in Africa, Asia and the Pacific Regions.
Generally, this assistance covered: (i) upgrading technical
statistical skills, (ii) improving methodologies for the
collection, processing and analysis of data; and (iii)
providing equipment and related staff training.
Data acquisition for the maintenance of FAO's statistical
database and data dissemination
The Statistics Division compiles, critically evaluates,
maintains and disseminates statistics on production, trade
and domestic supply and utilisation for crops and livestock
products, as well as food balances and other derived
statistics. The principal aim is to strive for comparability in
its world food and agricultural data base as the information
is obtained from a broad range of national statistics
agencies following diverse data collection methodologies.

Agriculture and food statistics have been regularly
elaborated and presented through yearbooks, bulletins or
periodic publications and distributed to end-users. In 1995,
29,500 copies of the four major statistical publications were
produced: Two thirds of these publications were officially
distributed to member countries and over 20 percent were
sold. During the last five years, 18 periodic publications
and 11 methodological publications were issued, all of
which were widely distributed to the member counties and
international organisations. Presently, FA O's statistical
system comprises data on 800 agricultural commodities and
250 fishery and forestry products, covering 230 countries
and territories. All the information is available on FAO's
website.
The Sixth World Food Survey, published in 1996, presents
the latest information on the levels and trends in food
supply and the extent of undernutrition in the developing
regions. The FAO Statistics Division has recently prepared,
in particular, the following manuals on agricultural
statistical methods:
•
•
•
•
•

Programme for the World Census of Agriculture 2000;
Conducting Agricultural Censuses and Surveys
Manual on Agricultural Surveys Based on Multiple
(Areas/Holdings) Frame Sampling Methods
Manuals on Crop Survey Design, Processing and
Analysis
System of Economic Accounts for Food and Agriculture

The acquisition of statistics through electronic means
has gained considerable popularity and thus most of trade
statistics are collected from countries by this means. It is
planned to extend this to cover other areas such as
production statistics. Data received in a wide variety of
computer and national languages are converted to
international units and standardised to conform with FAO
standards and definitions. As data included in FA O's longterm time series originate from various sources, their
selection and processing is critical, and data received is
systematically checked for quality and consistency through
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UN Industrial Development Organisation
(UN/DO)

CD
information

[8J
telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Statistics and Information Networks Branch
UNIDO
PO BOX 300
A-1400 VIENNA, Austria
+43 1 26026 5023
+43 1 26026 6802
stat@unido.org
http://www.unido.org

Statistics and Information Networks Branch

digit level ofISIC (Rev.2). Furthermore, taking the growing
demand for data on sman-scale industry into consideration,
UNIDO is developing a database on key industrial statistics
by employment size of establishment. For this, UNIDO
requests countries to report related data on the irregular
basis.
The information obtained through the 1998 round of the
UNIDO/OECD annual compilation programme of general
industrial statistics as well as derived indicators have been
incorporated in the 1999 edition of UNIDO 's International
Yearbook of Industrial Statistics (Edward Elgar Publishing
Ltd. , Cheltenham, 1999). The dissemination of data in
computer-readable forms among the users outside the
organisation are made through sales or exchanges of data.
Brief information on these databases can be found on
the UNIDO homepage.

As a result of the recent major reform and re-organisation
of the entire UNIDO, the statistical branch of UNIDO was
merged in February 1998 with a section dealing with
technical information services and networking and renamed
as the Statistics and Information Networks Branch in the
Investment Promotion and Capacity-Building Division, one
of the new three divisions of the organisation. The new
Branch will continue to carry out the statistical mandate of
UNIDO.

International Civil Aviation Organisation
(/CAO)

UNIDO, in collaboration with OECD, assumes
responsibility for the compilation and dissemination of
global general industrial statistics: UNIDO being
responsible for all countries and areas that are not members
of OECD, while OECD collecting data for its member
states and providing them to UNIDO.

[8J

The annual time-series data which UNIDO compiles
annually and disseminates refer to eight selected key
industrial statistics pertaining to manufacturing. Countries
are requested to report data in accordance with the 3- and
4-digit levels of either Revision 2 or Revision 3 of ISIC
depending on the national industry classification scheme
employed by individual countries.
The 1997 edition of the UNIDO annual questionnaire
(i.e., the reference period is 1993 through 1997) was
dispatched in January 1999. Reported ISIC (Rev.2) 3-digit
and 4-digit level data are store in the respective two
databases while reported !SIC (Rev.3) data are stored in the
newly developed ISIC (Rev.3) database and at the same
time converted to data at the 3-digit level of ISIC (Rev.2)
and stored in the ISIC (Rev.2) 3- digit database as wen in
order to maintain historical time series. To achieve
increased international comparability in terms of definition,
classification and period coverage, UNIDO attaches
primary importance to its work on data adjustment and
estimation.
In addition to these three general industrial statistics
databases, UNIDO maintains a database containing demand
and supply related statistics in current US donars at the 4-
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contact

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Mr. A. Costaguta, Chief
Statistics & Economic Analysis Section
ICAO
999 University Street
MONTREAL, Quebec, Canada H3C 5H7
+1 514 954 6292
+1 514 954 6744
sta@icao.int
http ://www.icao.int

The ICAO, established in 1947 as a specialised agency of
the United Nations, aims at the development of
international air navigation principles and techniques, as
wen as at the development of aircraft design, airways,
airports and air navigation facilities for international civil
aviation. ICAO had a membership of 185 Contracting
States in December 1998.

Main Statistical Activities in 1998-1999
The Organisation will continue to conect and publish
world-wide statistics in the different civil aviation fields ,
covering airlines, aircraft and air navigation facilities.
Efforts will also continue to rationalise and simplify the
conection, processing and dissemination of statistics. The
main feature of the 1999 year win be the implementation of
the nineteen Recommendations of the Ninth Session of the
Statistics Division (22-26 September 1997). Two regional
workshops were held, the first one taking place in Cairo,
Egypt in August-September 1998, and the second one in
Dakar, Senegal in February 1999. The purpose of these
workshops was to provide an opportunity to discuss
statistical problems and obtain information and advice from
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the ICAO Secretariat on how to organise and use statistical
programmes.

Publications
ICAO Journal (10 issues per year); Memorandum on
ICAO; Reports on meetings; Annexes to the Chicago
Convention; Procedures for Air Navigation Services;
Digests of Statistics; Manuals; Circulars.

Statistical Publications include:
•

•

•

The Manual on the ICAO Statistics Programme serves
both as a guide and a reference document to the !CAO
Statistics Programme.
Civil Aviation Statistics of the World (an annual
publication) presents in one volume the most widely
used statistical information on civil aviation activities;
Separate Digests of Statistics are published for each of
the following programme areas: traffic, on-flight origin
and destination, traffic by flight stage, fleet and
personnel, and finances of commercial air carriers;
airport traffic; and civil aircraft on register.

Statistics Department
Functions and Responsibilities

The Statistics Department has responsibility for assembling
and maintaining economic and financial statistics in the
Fund's Economic Information System (EIS), for promoting
the improvement of country-related statistical work on a
Fund-wide basis, for the management of the Fund's
program of technical assistance in statistics, for the
preparation of the Fund's statistical publications, and for
the development of concepts, methodologies, and standards
in the Fund's statistical system. The main functions of the
department are:
•

To assemble internationally comparable economic and
financial statistics for individual member countries, as
well as global and regional aggregates.

•

To collaborate with other Fund departments on all
aspects of data management, including the provision of
data from EIS when required by the operational needs
of individual departments. Such collaboration may
include active review of data sources, data availability,
and data quality, the provision of data, participation in
area department missions where statistical issues are of
particular importance, and assisting in resolution of
methodological problems in statistics.

•

To provide technical assistance, via both short- and
long-term assistance programs, in the following
statistical areas: money and banking, balance of
payments, government finance, external debt, and real
sector statistics, particularly national accounts, prices
and foreign trade statistics.

•

To provide advice on issues in the area of statistics and
statistical methodology and to provide to the Executive
Board reports or statistical data as required from time to
time.

•

To maintain a statistical reporting system which
includes a network of official correspondence in all
member countries and in selected non-member
countries.

•

To manage the statistical publications program of the
Fund.

•

To develop concepts and classification standards for
data compilation and presentation, in collaboration with
member and other international organisations, where
appropriate; and to prepare documentation on these
subjects, as well as on processing procedures to promote
transparency and efficiency in the dissemination of data.

•

To maintain a dialogue with officials of national and
international statistical agencies to review developments
in the international statistical system. This includes
liaison with international organisations to facilitate
effective data sharing arrangements and the coordination of technical assistance.

Addenda are issued as necessary and most data are also
available in machine readable format.
ICAO's homepage contains administrative information
designed primarily for use by the general public or media,
such as press releases, the aims of the Organisation,
vacancy notices and library information. This provides the
general public with a window to the world ofICAO.

International Monetary Fund (IMF)

CD
Statistics Department:
contact

l2l
telephone
fax

website

Cardi S. Carson, Director, Statistics Dept.
International Monetary Fund
WASHINGTON, DC 20431, USA
+ 1 202 623 7430
+ 1 202 623 7201
http://www.imf.org

Steering Committee 1 :
contact

l2J
telephone
fax

e-mail

1

Carol S. Carson, Chair
International Monetary Fund
WASHINGTON, DC 20431, USA
+ 1 202 623 7900
+ 1 202 623 6460
ccarson@imf.org

Steering Committee on the Co-ordination of Technical Assistance in
Statistics to the Countries of the former Soviet Union.

United Nations and Related Institutions

65

Volume 6

1999

•

To train national technicians in the Fund's statistical
methodologies and their application to particular
countries at Fund headquarters, in regional courses, and
by way of special training within the Statistics
Department.

Plans on Methodological Developments in Financial
Statistics
Concerning methodology in the area of financial statistics,
two developments can be mentioned: (i) work on the
Manual on Monetary and Financial Statistics; and (ii)
revision of A Manual on Government Finance Statistics.
The Manual on Monetary and Financial Statistics is
intended to serve as a guide to the organisation, compilation,
and presentation of macroeconomic statistics on money,
credit, and other financial aggregates. It is intended to serve
the following purpose!-: fJ) to provide standard concepts,
definitions, classifications and conventions in order to
facilitate the systematic national and international collection,
organisation and comparability of monetary and financial
statistics; (2) to present a methodology for compiling
monetary statistics within a more general framework of
financial statistics; (3) to promote high quality and timely
data for policy use, economic analysis, international
surveillance and publication; (4) to complement the System
of National Accounts, 1993, and the IMF's other
methodological manuals: the Balance of Payments Manual
(BPMs), fifth edition, and the forthcoming draft Manual on
Government Finance Statistics, and to bring monetary and
financial statistics into greater harmonisation with the
standards in those manuals, and; (5) to establish a framework
for reporting of members' monetary and financial data to the
IMF. The IMF Manual on Monetary and Financial Statistics
is expected to be finalised and published in 1999.
Work began in 199 5 on a revised version of the IMF' s A
Manual of Government Finance Statistics (1986). The need
to undertake this work at the present time is prompted by two
considerations. First, since the current manual was issued, a
number of topics have assumed increasing importance in
fiscal analysis. These include arrears, grants in kind, and
economic events concerning balance sheet items including
items related to publicly held enterprises. These topics
receive only limited attention in the current manual, which
focuses on reporting transactions on a cash basis. Moreover,
more governments, in light of analytical and transparency
needs, are beginning to introduce accrual-type accounting
for their operations as part of an integrated statistical system
linking fiscal economic events to government balance sheets.
Second, the publication of the 1993 SNA and Balance of
Payments Manual, fifth edition, and the forthcoming Manual
on Monetary and Financial Statistics afford an opportunity
to promote a closer harmonisation of the GFS and other
macroeconomic statistical systems. An Annotated Outline
was sent to IMF member countries, interested statistical
agencies, and international organisations in 1996 to seek their
views, both as producers and users of fiscal statistics. The
OECD is completing a revision of COFOG and will have a
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major contribution to make in the area of revenue
classification. A complete draft of the Manual, taking into
account comments received on the Annotated Outline, will
be discussed at an Expert Group Meeting currently scheduled
to take place in Washington in 2000.
Other Activities
To facilitate the process of implementing the fifth edition of
the IMF's Balance of Pay ments Manual, and co-ordinate
the work of both national and international organisations,
the IMF established a Committee on Balance of Payments
Statistics in 1992 to oversee the implementation of the
recommendations presented in the reports of the two IMF
Working Parties (Report on the World Current Account
Discrepancy, 1987, and Report on the Measurement of
International Capital Flows, 1992), advise the IMF on
methodological and compilation issues in the context of
balance of payments and international investment position
statistics, and foster greater co-ordination of data collection
among countries. The Committee meets once a year.
Current projects of the Committee include: (I) refining
work on reserve assets, reserve- related items and external
debt, and developing operational guidelines for recording
reserves and reserve- related items within the framework of
the international investment position, with a view to
improving data availability, quality and transparency;
(2) reviewing the results of the Co-ordinated Portfolio
Investment Survey (reference date year- end 1997), to
address the reported global imbalances in assets and
liabilities of portfolio investments, which are expected to be
published in 2000; (3) reviewing the draft Manual on
International Trade in Services Statistics and establishing a
link between BPM5 and the Central Product Classification ;
(4) clarifying the treatment of accrual of interest on debt
securities; (5) updating the meta-database on the
international methodological standards for the measurement
of direct investment; ( 6) finalising the revision to the text of
BPM5 on the treatment of financial derivatives; and
(7) reviewing the impact of 'global booking' on balance of
payment statistics.
The Inter- Agency Task Force on Finance Statistics
(TFFS) was one among several inter-agency task forces
endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission and the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC)
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities and to which the
International Monetary Fund was assigned the role of
convenor in 1992. The terms of reference of the TFFS
included: ( 1) assessing problems, duplications, weaknesses,
imbalance and pnonty gaps in finance statistics;
(2) identifying actions needed to improve the system- wide
work in the area, including through better co-ordination;
(3) reducing the time lag in publication and considering the
need and scope for dissemination of more recent statistical
information; and (4) reporting on actions taken and current
proposals. Membership of the TFFS comprises the Bank for
International Settlements (BIS), the European Central Bank
(ECB), Eurostat, the International Monetary Fund (IMF),
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the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development, (OECD), the World Bank, and the UN
Statistics Division (UNSD).
The TFFS held two meetings in 1998, the agendas of
which were inspired by the financial crises in Asia and the
lack of comprehensive statistics on the vulnerability of
countries to changes in the external environment it had
drawn attention to. Two areas were identified to be of
special interest in this regard, namely, international reserves
and external debt.
Several initiatives were launched by the TFFS to
improve collaboration in these areas, including ( 1) the
sharing of data through the development of bilateral
arrangements
between
participating
agencies;
(2) collaboration on the production and publication of a
table with quarterly data on selected components of
external debt and data on official reserves; (3) identification
of gaps in data needed to analyse the external debt and
liquidity positions of countries; and (4) a revision of the
joint publication of the BIS, the IMF, the OECD, and the
World Bank: External Debt- Definition , Statistical
Coverage and Methodology (Paris, 1988).
With the publication of the Manual on Monetary and
Financial Statistics in 1999, the relevant sections of country
pages in the IMF's International Financial Statistics will be
reviewed and revised in accordance with the new Manual.
Arising out of the international financial crisis in late
1994 and early 1995, and in recognition of user needs for key
economic data for capital market countries to be made
readily accessible to international users and published on a
timely basis, in April 1995, the IMF undertook to establish
standards for the dissemination of economic and financial
statistics to the public - a special standard intended to guide
member countries that have, or may seek, access to
international capital markets (the Special Data Dissemination
Standard or SDDS) - and a general system to guide all
member countries (the General Data Dissemination System
or GDDS). Participation by member countries in either the
SDDS or the GDDS is voluntary.
Work on the SDDS was undertaken first, permitting it to
open for subscription in April 1996, and permitting
subscribing countries to report relevant meta-data on the
associated Dissemination Standards Bulletin Board (DSBB)
that was opened on the IMF's Internet website in September
1996. The SDDS has four dimensions comprising the data
(coverage, periodicity and timeliness), access by the public,
integrity and quality. For each of these four dimensions the
SDDS prescribes monitorable elements - good practices
that can be observed or monitored by the users of statistics.
Information on each subscribing country's practices is
provided by the country and posted on the DSBB. Moreover,
some subscribers have established electronic links between
their presentation on the DSBB (meta-data) and actual
country data on the Internet; more subscribers are expected to
follow suit.
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The GDDS, which is the second tier of the standards, was
approved by the IMF's Executive Board in December 1997.
The GDDS is intended to serve the following purposes: (1) to
encourage member countries to improve data quality; (2) to
provide a framework for evaluating needs for data
improvement and setting priorities in this respect; and (3) to
guide member countries in the dissemination to the public of
comprehensive, timely, accessible, and reliable economic,
financial, and socio-demographic statistics. The framework
takes into account, across the broad range of countries, the
diversity of their economies and the developmental
requirements of many of their statistical systems. The
framework is built around the same four dimensions as the
SDDS - data (coverage, periodicity, and timeliness), quality,
access, and integrity. There will be a phased implementation
that focuses first on education and training and subsequently
on direct work with countries. The training phase consists of
completion of a GDDS module of the Guide to the Data
Dissemination Standards and presentation of a series of
regional seminars on the GDDS.

Technical Assistance Provided in FY 1998
In FY 1998 (the Fund's fiscal year beginning May 1), the
technical assistance activities of the Statistics Department
reached a new peak. During 1997/1 998, the department
fielded 164 technical assistance missions to 85 countries,
compared to 140 missions to 78 countries in 1996/1997,
and 159 missions to 81 countries in 1995/1 996.
The main vehicle for the delivery of technical assistance
continued to be short-term missions conducted by Fund
staff and externally recruited experts. The use of such
experts for both short-term and long-term assignments also
remained at a high level in 1997/ 1998, with 68 active expert
assignments, 13 of which were long-term. Of the
assignments using experts, 16 assignments - six shortterm and ten long-term - were financed with resources
made available to the Fund by the Japanese Government
under the Administered Account for Selected Fund
Activities - Japan. Five assignments - two short-term
and three long-term - were under the Executing Agency
Agreement with the UNDP; and two assignments were
under the Technical Assistance
Framework
Administered Account - Establishment of Rwanda Macroeconomic Management Capacity Subaccount.
The department's Technical Assistance Programme
centred on its main areas of expertise in balance of
payments, government finance, money and banking,
national accounts, consumer and producer prices, and
international trade statistics. During 199711998, 31
missions were fielded in balance of payments statistics, 38
in money and banking statistics, 10 in government finance
statistics, and 39 in the areas of national accounts,
consumer and producer prices, and international trade
statistics.
In addition to short-term single-sector rn1ss1ons, the
department continued to undertake multisector statistical
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rmss1ons that provided overall assessments and
recommendations for reforms in institutional arrangements,
methodology, collection, and compilation practices in
major areas of macro-economic statistics. In 1997/ 1998, the
department undertook eight multisector statistical missions,
compared with six in 1996/1997. These missions not only
addressed the issues related to each sector, but also
emphasised the importance of the consistent treatment of
data across the macro-economic statistical systems and
provided a framework for follow-up missions in the topical
areas. Technical assistance also continued to be provided
through the participation of staff of the Statistics
Department in missions of the Fund's area departments.
As in recent years, an important component of the
department's Technical Assistance Programme was to
support its short-term missions with the placement of longterm statistical advisors. This approach has proven
particularly appropriate for the transition countries, where
there was an urgent need to build a statistical infrastructure
that would buttress the move to market-oriented economic
systems. During 1997/1998, multisector statistical advisors
continued to be assigned to the Baltic countries, Belarus,
the Kyrgyz Republic, Russia, and Ukraine. The department
also continued its efforts in the placement of regional
statistical advisors to provide ongoing technical assistance
in specific areas of statistics to selected groups of countries.
The regional balance of payments statistical advisors to
Armenia, Georgia and Moldova and to the Central Bank of
West African States continued their assignments for a
second year. A new regional balance of payments/national
accounts statistics advisor was appointed to the Pacific
Financial Technical .Assistance Centre. In addition, three
new long-term experts in the area of balance of payments
statistics were assigned to Botswana, Nepal, and Yemen
respectively. As an alternative to long-term expert
assignments, the department initiated a new Technical
Assistance Programme in balance of payments statistics
with Panama through a series of short-term visits by an
expert funded by the Administered Account for Selected
Fund Activities - Japan.
The technical assistance work of the Statistics
Department is reinforced by training courses and seminars
for national statisticians on statistical methodologies and
their applications, offered at the IMF Institute at Fund
headquarters and the Joint Vienna Institute, and at several
regional sites. During 1997/1998, the department conducted
three courses at Fund headquarters covering the areas of
balance of payments, money and banking, and national
accounts statistics and held three seminars at the Joint
Vienna Institute covering the areas of balance of payments
statistics, money and banking statistics, and national
accounts statistics. The department continued to expand its
training programme through the provision of seven
seminars in recipient countries, comprising one seminar on
balance of payments statistics, two seminars in data
standards, three seminars in money and banking statistics,
and one seminar in real sector statistics.
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The Statistics department continued to be active in the
work of the Steering Committee on the Co-ordination of
Technical Assistance in Statistics to the Countries of the
Former Soviet Union, which was established in 1992. For a
report on the work of the Steering Committee, please see
below.
New Publications

Following publication of the fifth edition of the Balance of
Payments Manual in 1993, the IMF published a Balance of
Payments Compilation Guide in 1995 and a Balance of
Payments Textbook in 1996. The IMF also publishes a
twice yearly Newsletter on Balance of Payments Statistics.
In March 1995, the IMF published the first Annual Report
for 1994 of the Committee on Balance of Payments
Statistics. The Annual Report for 1997 was published in
February 1998.

Steering Committee
Report on the Work in 1998

The Steering Committee on the Co-ordination of Technical
Assistance in Statistics to the Countries of the Former
Soviet Union (Steering Committee) was established in 1992
to provide a forum by which international organisations
could meet on a regular basis to co-ordinate their technical
assistance plans and share experiences. Its members
comprise the European Union (Eurostat), Food and
Agriculture Organisation (F AO), International Labour
Organisation (ILO), International Monetary Fund (IMF),
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), United Na~ons Statistical Division (UNSD),
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), and the World
Bank.
The Steering Committee has attempted to promote a
dialogue between producers and users of statistics. In
certain cases, the Steering Committee has held joint
meetings aimed at bringing together official agencies in the
countries that were users and/or producers of statistics,
international organisations that were users and/or providers
of technical assistance to the countries and bilateral
agencies of Wes tern countries that were producers of
technical assistance.
The Steering Committee met in Paris during May 1998
to discuss with the authorities of Ukraine progress in
statistical reforms, technical assistance requirements, and
issues in data reporting to international organisations.
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technical advisory assistance in the design and
implementation of household-based labour force surveys.

International Labour Organisation (/LO)

CD
contact

[8J

Mr. K. Ashagrie, Director
Bureau of Statistics
ILO

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

United Nations and Related Institutions

CH-1211 GENEVA 22, Switzerland
+41 22 799 6313
+41 22 799 6957
stat@ilo.org
http://www.ilo.org/stat

Main activities
In order to encourage a great number of countries to
measure underemployment in their regular statistical
programmes, work was carried out to revise the current
standards on the subject. The framework and its details
were deliberated at the specially convened Meeting of
Experts on Labour Statistics (14-23 October 1997). A
revised version taking account of the comments was
submitted to the 16th International Conference of Labour
Statisticians, scheduled for 1998.
Based on a review of national practices in some 70
countries and three specially commissioned studies, a report
was prepared laying out the basic conceptual and operation
issues for measuring income from employment, i.e. the total
income generated by a person's economic activity, whether
in the form of paid employment or self-employment. The
paper was discussed at the above Meeting of Experts and,
as in the case of unemployment, a revised version of the
conclusions of this meeting will be submitted to the ICLS.
National practices in compiling statistics on
occupational injuries have been reviewed, and the main
measurement and classification issues were identified
taking into account the ILO Code of Practice for the
Recording and Notification of Occupational Accidents and
Diseases, as well as the recent European directives in this
field.

The activities in Asia/Pacific also included the
publication of labour statistics based on administrative
records: Guidelines on compilation and presentation
(ILO/EASMAT, Bangkok, 1997), and the conduct of a
Regional Training Workshop in Pattaya, Thailand, 17- 21
February 1997 using this book as training material.
Subsequently, the Guidelines were translated into
Vietnamese, published in Hanoi and used as the basis for
two National Training Workshops (Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City in July 1997). Similar national activities took place in
Mongolia, Nepal, Thailand and Sri Lanka in 1998.

Technical Co-operation
•
•
•
•
•
•

Informal sector: Ethiopia, Thailand, India.
Labour statistics programme: Tajikistan, Azerbaijan,
West Bank and Gaza Strip, Russia, Albania, Egypt.
Child labour surveys: China, India, Lebanon, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, Zimbabwe.
Labour force surveys: Mauritius, Latvia, Slovakia,
Bahrain.
Occupational classification: Bulgaria, Brazil, Croatia,
Slovenia
Wages, labour cost, occupational injuries, labour
disputes: Ghana, Barbados.

UN Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

CD
contact

[8J

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

The Co-ordinator, Statistics Programme
Research and Development Division
UNCHS (Habitat)
PO Box 30030
NAIROBI, Kenya
+254 2 62 30 50
+254 2 62 42 65/66/67
Guenter.Karl@unchs.org
http://www.unchs.org/habrdd/info.htm

The development of statistics on child labour has
continued to be a priority work item. Based on findings of
methodological experiments in four countries, as well as on
the statistical results of more recent national surveys,
estimates of child labour were produced for the fast time in
1996 at the regional and global levels. Refinements were
brought to the innovative statistical techniques developed
earlier and used in conducting new national surveys in
several countries. The main results of the activities were
consolidated in a report entitled Methodological Child
Labour Surveys and Statistics - ILO's work in Brief

Statistics Programme

The ILO also has field specialists in Africa and
Asia/Pacific. National missions were mainly to carry out
formal training courses or national seminars, or to give

The programme is carried out with the following
partners:

Overview

The Statistics Programme carries out research, capacitybuilding and technical co-operation activities at various
levels. The statistical work is conducted under three main
clusters, namely methodology, data collection and
dissemination at the international, national and city/urban
level. It is important to note that all statistics produced by
the Statistics Unit and released through the Statistics
Programme are official statistics.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD),
United Nations Population Division,
Network on Urban Research in the European Union
(NUREC),
International Union of Local Authorities (!ULA),
International Statistical Institute (ISI),
German Agency for Technical Co-operation (GTZ),
Government of Kenya.

Objectives
The main objective of the Statistics Programme is to
strengthen Member States' and the Centre's statistical and
overall capacity for the monitoring, assessment and analysis
of human settlements conditions and trends by promoting
cost-effective and regular collection, analysis and
dissemination of human settlements statistics, and thereby
to provide a significant contribution to the assessment and
monitoring of the Habitat Agenda implementation.
A further important objective of this project is to
contribute to the improvement of planning and decisionmaking at the city/town level by promoting regular data
collection at this level leading to the development of local
authority databases .

checking, compilation and tabulation by the Statistics
Programme results in official and comparable human
settlements statistics.
A five-organisation partnership including the Centre,
started the LCSP in 1993 and mailed the LCSP
questionnaire to more than 3,600 cities of the world with a
population of 100,000 and above. More than 900 cities have
returned filled-in questionnaires . Most of the data is
currently entered into the Centre's Database on Cities,
called CitiBase, which already stores data on more than 300
cities. Besides the obvious benefit of having data on over
1,000 cities stored in a database, LCSP was a very
important achievement, because a survey instrument with
globally accepted standard definitions, classifications and
tabulation has been made available to 3,600 cities of the
world.

Dissemination
The Statistics Programme disseminates human settlements
statistics at national and city level through publications and
other forms of output, which include:

•
•

Methodology
In close collaboration with the United Nations Statistics
Division (UNSD), the Statistics Programme developed the
Human Settlements Statistics Questionnaire (HSSQ92),
which was used to collect 1990 census data from all
National Statistical Offices of the world. This questionnaire
contained
detailed
and
precise
definitions
and
classifications
based
on
the
Principles
and
Recommendations for Population and Housing Census. A
revised version of this document has been endorsed by the
Statistical Commission and was published as HSSQ98. It
should be mentioned that both HSSQ92 and HSSQ98 do not
only request data at the national but also at the urban/rural
and city levels. In essence, the methodological work carried
out together with UNSD aims at global harmonisation and
standardisation of definitions and classifications in the area
of human settlement statistics.
The City Data Programme, which is part of the Statistics
Programme, has decisively advanced methodological and
conceptual knowledge on city statistics. It elaborated the
City Data Questionnaire which was used as data collection
instrument for the Large Cities Statistics Project (LCSP).

Data Collection
The HSSQ92 was sent out to 223 National Statistical
Offices, and 112 countries replied with filled-in
questionnaires containing national-level, urban/rural and
city-level data. The HSSQ98 was prepared with a view to
sending it out to all National Statistical Offices during
autumn 1998. In conclusion, it needs to be emphasised that
HSSQ is the only global data collection instrument which is
based on internationally adopted definitions and reported on
by official National Statistical Institutions. The global
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•
•
•

Compendium of Human Settlements Statistics 199 5,
Statistical Annex to the Global Report on Human
Settlements 1996,
Wall Charts on Human Settlements Conditions in 136
Countries and 320 Cities,
Habitat Atlas,
Human Settlements Statistics Pocketbook,

and two databases which are widely distributed, namely:

•
•

Human Settlements Statistics Database (HSDB),
CitiBase (UNCHS) .

The Programme also announces and distributes its
output through a website, which allows the down-loading of
the aforementioned databases.

Conclusions
The Statistics programme has made considerable progress
in the areas of methodology, data collection and
dissemination at the global, national and city levels. In the
current 1998/1999 work programme biennium, strong
emphasis is put on analyses and interpretation of data. This
focus is reflected in the scheduled output entitled Human
Settlements Conditions and Trends: Country Profiles and
Statistical Analyses.
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Universal Postal Union (UPU)

•

•

CD
information

[81
fax
e-mail
website

•
UPU International Bureau
Case Postale
3000 BERNE 15, Switzerland
+41 31 350 31 10
statistics@upu.int
http://www .upu.int

The UPU, founded in 1875, has been a specialised agency
of the United Nations since 1948. The International Bureau
of the UPU has published postal statistics regularly since its
foundation. Since the first edition in 1875, these statistics
have been amended and improved with the constant aim of
meeting more closely the expectations and needs for
information of the postal world.
The statistical database of the UPU includes time series
data from 1980 onwards and covers over 200 countries and
territories. It concerns various fields of information, such as
postal staff, postal establishments, technical means,
financial results, delivery, letter post traffic, parcel post
traffic and postal financial services.
The aim of these postal statistics, in addition to being a
source of information, is principally to be an analytical
working tool at both the international and national level. At
the international level, these statistics make it possible to
systematically deduce the general trend of postal traffic and
the means used to handle this traffic. At the national level,
they can be used by postal administrations as an efficient
management and planning tool for their services.
The annual publication Postal Statistics presents for
each UPU member country or territory about 100 indicators
of postal development for the past five years.
Through the UPU, it is possible to query the entire
database ( 1980-1997) dynamically and get the latest
updates. World and regional estimates are also provided.
The Postal Statistics Web application gives users the
possibility of structuring requests for information.
Furthermore, query results can be exported and
personalised to suit users' needs.
The UPU statistics service also provides studies on the
development of the postal services. The report POST 2005,
Core Business Scenarios was published in 1997. It presents
an evaluation of postal traffic trends for the years to come
and discusses various subjects like the competition within
the postal world, the situation of physical mail as compared
to electronic means of communication, etc. It is also a
digest of many opinions expressed by experts from the
postal and communication sectors.
For the years to come the statistics service will aim at:

•
•
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improving quality of data by encouraging and inciting
postal administrations to make efforts in order to
increase the accuracy and timeliness of information
furnished;
redesigning statistical questionnaires so as to make them
easier to understand and to render them more relevant;
using and developing more advanced statistical tools for
analysis and plausibility testing;
using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for the
representation of statistical information;
exammmg the
possibility
of having
postal
administrations directly input data into the UPU's
central statistical database through the world-wide web
or other means.

UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO)

CD
contact

[81

telephone
fax
e -mail
website

Dr. Denise Lievesley, Director
Division of Statistics
UNESCO
7 Place de Fontenoy
75352 PARIS, France
+33 1 45 68 1000
+33 1 45 66 4844
statistics@unesco .org
http ://www.unesco.org

Strategic Plan for the Strengthening of Unesco 's
Statistical Programmes and Services
For several years now, many UNESCO Member States and
the General Conference have been expressing their desire to
see a strengthened and modernised UNESCO statistical
service. In 1994, the Director-General of UNESCO sought
the advice of the Board on International Comparative
Studies in Education (BICSE) which conducted an in-depth
review of the situation. He then consulted various expertsrepresentatives of the Member States and of United Nations
institutions and development agencies concerning the
follow-up to be given to these recommendations. This
wide-ranging consultation process formed the basis of the
elaboration of a strategic plan for the strengthening of
UNESCO's statistical programmes and services.
The strategic plan was submitted to the Executive Board
for consideration at its 152nd session (September 1997) and
subsequently to the 29th session of the General Conference
(October November 1997). The General Conference took
note of the 'Strategic plan for the strengthening of
UNESCO's statistical programmes and services' and
adopted a resolution to authorising the Director-General to
commence, on an experimental basis, the establishment of
structures and mechanisms aimed at transforming the
Division of Statistics into the UNESCO Statistical Institute.
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As reflected in the adopted resolution, the Member
States insisted that the Director-General's report to the
154th session of the UNESCO Executive Board (AprilMay 1998) on modalities for setting up the UNESCO
Statistical Institute should be based on consultations with
national and international services and institutions. It
should include information, not only on the financial and
managerial aspects, but also on the proposed work
programme and expected partners of the Institute, so as to
facilitate, upon approval by the Board, the rapid
implementation of the required transformation. UNESCO
has subsequently worked in co-operation with the
International Statistical Institute (ISI) in carrying out the
consultation process.

The World Bank

CD
contact

telephone
fax

The central objective of the new Institute is to provide
countries and the international community with an
internationally comparable information base in support to
policy-making in the areas of education, science, culture
and communication. This objective implies a shift of
emphasis from a mere collection of data to a purposeful
structuring of information in the form of policy-related
indicators, which should constitute the over-arching
framework for the collection, analysis and utilisation of
data. These indicators are to be developed through a
collaborative, interactive process with member countries
and related organisations.
The new Institute will take advantage of UNESCO's
decentralised networks (field units, National Commissions,
associate institutions) to modulate its objectives and adapt
its methods to the regional and sub-regional contexts.
Obviously, the Institute's efforts will focus, in an initial
stage, on the development of a world education indicators
programme, an area where there is a pressing demand as
well as better data availability. Nevertheless, a strong
impetus will also be given to the development of indicators
on science and technology as well as on culture and
communication.
The Institute will pursue its core objective at two levels
simultaneously. On the one hand, it must assist countries to
build and improve their information infrastructure with the
necessary support and tools in order to construct and adapt
relevant indicators and accordingly collect and analyse
related data. On the other hand, it must build and maintain
an international, indicator- related database that is reliable,
timely, user-friendly and easily accessible.
The Member States expressed strong support for the
proposed operational principles which should govern the
statistical programmes and the future Institute. Particular
reference was made to the need to ensure high professional
standards, guarantee intellectual autonomy, mobilise
partnerships, associate UNESCO institutes and field offices
in programme implementation and improve institutional cooperation with a view to developing innovative approaches.

72

e-mail
website

Shaida Badiee, Senior Manager
Development Data group
Development Economics
The World Bank
1818 H. Street NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20433, USA
+ 1 202 473 3830
+ 1 202 522 3645
sbadiee@worldbank.org
http://www.worldbank.org/wdi/

Although the World Bank is primarily a data user, it has a
number of ongoing statistical activities which are interfaced
with national and international efforts to strengthen
statistical systems. This brief summary highlights aspects of
the Bank's statistical work under several headings .

Organisation
The Bank maintains a decentralised statistical system linked
to the main sectoral and regional units in the organisation,
thus relating data work with substantive themes. For
example, demographic data are maintained by the Human
Development Network and environmental data are
managed by the Environment Department. The
Development Data Group maintains a Bank-wide database
containing a wide range of socic:reconomic statistics for all
member countries of the Bank. The central database draws
on data from other units in the Bank, externally from other
international agencies, and a well-defined set of statistics on
external debt and capital flows directly collected from
member countries.

Dissemination
While the primary goal is to collate data for the Bank's
operational policy, analysis and research purposes, the
Bank as a developmental institution disseminates a large
volume of statistical information through several major and
widely-used publications, such as Global Development
Finance and the World Development Indicators (WDI).
WDI is a comprehensive volume of development data, with
the underlying time series also available in a CD-ROM and
a summary set in the World Bank Atlas. A selected set of
indicators is also incorporated in the World Development
Report each year.
Two other recently discontinued publications, Social
Indicators of Development and World Tables, are included
in the WDI CD-ROM, in the form of individual country
tables. In addition, special volumes, such as the Statistical
Handbook, States of the Former USSR and African
Development Indicators are also published each year.
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Methodological Work
The Bank has been supportive of efforts to improve
international statistical standards. Illustrative of these are its
participation in the work of the Inter-Secretariat Group in
the Revision of the System of National Accounts and
standardisation of economic and social classifications used
in the UN system. Support for the International
Comparisons Program has taken several forms, including
research studies, sponsorship of technical meetings and
testing of alternative methods. In the area of poverty
monitoring, the Bank has over the past decade actively
developed and promoted integrated household surveys and
analysis plans.

Global Interactions
The Bank's participation in the UN Statistical Commission,
attendance at regional meetings of national statisticians, and
support for OECD development initiatives has enabled it to
play a role in promoting statistical work and at the same
time to stress the importance and policy relevance of
statistics. Given its global reach, both in terms of
membership and multi-topic interests, the Bank has
attempted to share its experiences and observations about
the functioning of statistical systems with the objective of
promoting statistical development in general and better
statistical practices.

Technical Co-operation
The Bank delivers a modest amount of technical assistance
in statistics to its member countries. When requested by
member governments, and in support of its own operations,
Bank staff and consultants undertake reviews of national
statistical systems and make recommendations designed to
strengthen
statistical
capacities.
Under
certain
circumstances, loans and credits are extended to member
countries in financing technical co-operation programs
covering training, equipment and advisory services.
Activities of this nature are closely co-ordinated with other
donors, both multilateral and bilateral. In the recent past the
focus of such activities have been countries in transition
and Sub-Saharan Africa.
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World Health Organisation (WHO)

CD
contact

telephone
fa x

e-mail
website

Dr. H.R. Hapsara, Director
Division of Health Situation and Trend
Assessment
World Health Organisation (WHO)
Avenue Appia
1211 GENEVA 27, Switzerland
+41 22 791 2388
+41 22 791 4194
hapsara@who .ch
http ://www.who .ch

The programme of Health Situation and Trend Assessment
(HST) fulfils WHO 's constitutional mandate to maintain
epidemiological and statistical services, to establish and
revise as necessary the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD), and other health- related classifications.
Along these lines HST is responsible for monitoring and
evaluating the implementation of the Health- For- All
Strategy, strengthening country health information through
regional offices, partnerships and co-operation in
epidemiological activities, and global health futures trends
and projections.
Epidemiological and statistical information 1s
disseminated in several ways. These include: via the
distribution of printed documents and publications; by
responding directly to individual requests; and increasingly
through the WHO Statistical Information System
(WHOSIS), available globally via the WHO world-wide
web server (http://www.who.ch/whosis/whosis .htrnl). The
WHOSIS cross-references and provides access to data and
information made available by most WHO technical
programmes.

Global Health Situation Analysis and Projections
The Health Situation Analysis and Projection unit (HSP)
collects, validates and analyses a variety of epidemiological
and statistical data from Member States, WHO technical
programmes, WHO Regional Offices, and other healthrelated international and non-governmental organisations.
The Mortality Database, beginning in the 1950s, contains
data on causes of death for the majority of countries in the
more developed regions, and a smaller number of countries
in the developing regions. Most recent data come from a
third of Member States, covering 40 percent of the world 's
population. This database is managed in Headquarters with
assistance from the Regions of the Americas and Europe.
These data contribute to the preparation of the World
Health Report.
For monitoring and evaluating the implementation of the
Health- For- All Strategy, data collection instruments are
prepared, databases developed and maintained, and reports
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are prepared and published. Validation of data is performed
in collaboration with the relevant WHO technical
programmes. The most recent publication in this series,
released in 1995, is Monitoring of progress in
implementation of strategies for health for all by the year
2000 - Third Report. These Health-For- All databases
consist of reports from Member States on the indicators and
sub-indicators assembled during each monitoring and
evaluation exercise. The global database is managed in
Headquarters and relevant databases by each Regional
Office. This pool of information represents one of the
sources of information for the World Health Report.
A health futures study is underway on Global Health
Situation: Analysis and Projections 1950-2025 (Health
Futures 2025). This study publishes the global health
situation analysis and a projection for the period 1950 to
2025. This document contributes to the development of the
new global health policy for the 21st century based on the
concept of equity, solidarity and health and to the major
publication World Health Report 1998. The study uses a
combination of empirical trends assessment and visioning
for future health development. At the global level it is
expected to contribute in unifying the complex WHO
undertaking of the renewal of the Health-For-All strategy,
to provide data and information on present and future trend
assessment, and propose alternative scenarios as necessary.
At the regional and country levels it is also expected to
contribute to regional and country renewing of Health-ForAll; however, it is dependent on the nature and stage of
their development of these efforts. The health futures study
will follow the direction and guidance of WHO
management. The Study co-operates with many WHO's
programmes currently concerned with the uncertain, rapid
and ever more complex and challenging future in which
health development will be increasingly multi-disciplinary.
The epidemiological and statistical publications WHO
produces include the World Health Statistics Annual, the
World Health Statistics Quarterly and the Weekly
Epidemiological Record. The World Health Statistics
Annual presents national death registration statistics by
country, year, cause of death, age and sex according to the
International Classification of Diseases. The Annual also
presents other relevant statistical information that varies by
edition. Each issue of the World Health Statistics Quarterly
focuses on a selected theme or topic which is of current
public health interest in order to give a single problem the
full benefit of analysis. The second issue of the annual
World Health Report was published in 1996, and contains
information on the global health scene and the work of
WHO, together with a message from the Director- General,
a chapter entitled 'Charting the Future', and a part on
infectious diseases with recommendations for their control.
The Weekly Epidemiological Record disseminates
information related to the International Health Regulations.
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Strengthening Country Health Information
This sub-programme undertakes methodology development
in the assessment and strengthening of national health
information systems for planning, management and
evaluation, based on direct collaboration with countries in
the following main activity areas:
•

enhancement of national health information systems,
procedures and networks;

•

assembling, sharing and supporting the use of health
futures methods in support of national health policy
formulation and planning;

•

development of monitoring and evaluation methods,
including indicators;

•

strengthening national capabilities m using health
statistical methods;

•

enhancing the use of computers
communications in health.

and

electronic

Currently this sub-programme is focusing its attention
on the definition of 'essential public health functions',
standards for their performance and the types of
information needed to assess performance. A description of
this sub-programme can be found within the WHO website.
This site also lists the publications which this programme
has produced, some of which are down-loadable from the
website.

Partnerships and Co-ordination in Epidemiological,
Statistical and Trend Assessment Activities
WHO works together with a variety of international and
non-governmental organisations in the areas of
epidemiology and health statistics. WHO co-operates in coordinating international efforts in the health field. Health
and health- related data and information are regularly
exchanged among organisations working in the health field,
and WHO collaborates in methodological development in
this area. Due to more dynamic and complex development
of epidemiological statistical act1v1t1es and trend
assessment, co-ordination of these various activities in
WHO will be further enhanced.

International Classification of Diseases
The Tenth Revision of the International Statistical
Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems
(ICD-10), which was published by WHO in 1992- 1993,
was adopted by over 30 countries since its publication, with
several more countries supporting implementation in 1999.
ICD- 10 has been published or is in preparation in over 30
languages. Speciality- based adaptations of ICD- 10 have
been published by WHO for oncology, psychiatry and
dentistry and stomatology. Others are in preparation for
neurology and rheumatology and orthopaedics. Versions for
dermatology and paediatrics have also been authorised by
WHO.
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Training courses for new users of the ICD, and to reorient existing users to the Tenth Revision, have been
organised by the WHO Regional Offices for the Americas,
the Eastern Mediterranean, Europe, South-East Asia and the
Western Pacific.
Valuable support in classification- related activities is
received from the network of ten WHO Collaborating
Centres for the Classification of Diseases. The centres are
based in national institutions with long experience in the
development and use of health- related classifications. The
heads of centres meet at regular intervals.

World Meteorological Organisation (WMO)

United Nations and Related Institutions

The Organisation consists of the following:
The World Meteorological Congress

The World Meteorological Congress, the supreme body of
the Organisation, brings together the delegates of members
once every four years to determine general policies for the
fulfilment of the purposes of the Organisation, to approve
long-term plans, to authorise maximum expenditures for
the following financial period, to adopt Technical
Regulations relating to international meteorological and
operational hydrological practice, to elect the President and
Vice- Presidents of the Organisation and members of the
Executive Council and to appoint the Secretary- General.
The Executive Council

The Executive Council, composed of 36 directors of
national meteorological or hydrometeorological services,
meets at least once a year to review the activities of the
Organisation and to implement the programmes approved
by Congress.
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Information and Public Affairs Office
World Meteorological Organisation (WMO)
41 avenue Giuseppe Motta
PO Box 2300
1211 GENEVA 2, Switzerland
+41 22 730 8111
+41 22 734 2326
ipa@.wmo.ch
http://www. wmo. ch

The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO), of which
over 180 States and Territories are members, is a
specialised agency of the United Nations. The purposes of
the Organisation are:
•

•

•

•

•

•

To facilitate world-wide co-operation in the
establishment of networks of stations for the making of
meteorological observations as well as hydrological and
other geophysical observations related to meteorology,
and to promote the establishment and maintenance of
centres charged with the provision of meteorological
and related services;
To promote the establishment and maintenance of
systems for the rapid exchange of meteorological and
related information;
To promote standardisation of meteorological and
related observations and to ensure the uniform
publication of observations and statistics;
To further the application of meteorological to aviation,
shipping, water problems, agriculture and other human
activities;
To promote activities in operational hydrology and to
further close co-operation between meteorological and
hydrological services; and
To encourage research and training in meteorology and,
as appropriate, in related fields and to assist in coordinating the international aspects of such research and
training.

Regional Associations

The six regional associations (Africa, Asia, South America,
North and Central America, South- West Pacific and
Europe), composed of members, co-ordinate meteorological
and related activities within their respective regions.
Technical Commissions

The eight technical commissions, composed of experts
designated by members, study matters within their specific
areas of competence (technical commissions have been
established for basic systems, instruments and methods of
observation,
atmospheric
sciences,
aeronautical
meteorology, agriculture meteorology, marine meteorology,
hydrology, and climatology).
Secretariat

The Secretariat, headed by the Secretary- General, serves as
the administrative, documentation and information centre of
the organisation. It prepares, edits, produces and distributes
the publications of the Organisation, carries out the duties
specified in the Convention and other basic documents and
provides secretariat support to the work of the constituent
bodies of WMO described above.

WMO Strategy 1996-2005
The WMO strategy for the decade 1995- 2005 is aimed at
ensuring that the national meteorological and hydrological
activities of all countries will be able to make:
•

•

An increasingly effective contribution to the safety,
security and general welfare of their national
communities;
A major contribution towards protection of the global
climate and sound sustainable environmental, economic
and social development.
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Major Objectives 1996-2005
WMO's major objectives for 1996-2005 encompass both
the basic activities necessary to ensure the provision and
enhancement of national and international meteorological
and hydrological services, and the broad sectors and issues
to be addressed during the decade. They are:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Global observations: To foster the effective integration
of global and reliable observation of the state of the
global atmosphere and the entire earth system; and the
free and unrestricted international exchange of these
observations between national meteorological and
hydrological services.
Public services, welfare and safety: To ensure that all
countries achieve better public understanding of the
value of, and increased community benefit from,
weather information, and improved weather and flood
forecast and warning services provided by national
meteorological and hydrological services.
Natural disaster mitigation: To contribute to the goals
of the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction through the implementation of improved
detection, prediction and warning systems as well as
through the implementation of weather modification
systems, aimed at safety of life and reduction of the
social and economic impact of natural disasters.
Specialised meteorological and hydrological services:
To assist members to satisfy the requirements of the
growing numbers of users of specialised meteorological
and hydrological services and to give specific attention
to transportation safety; provision of food, fibre and
fresh water; land use planning; and energy production
and use.
Climate: To ensure that WMO exerts effective
international leadership in climate monitoring, research,
and applications including global climate prediction,
and provides an authoritative international scientific
voice on matters related to climate and climate change.
Environmental quality: To contribute, through
scientifically sound monitoring and research, to
understanding, arresting and reversing the degradation
of the atmosphere, the marine and hydrological
environments and, using WMO capabilities, to provide
effective warning of impending environmental
emergencies and disasters.
Sustainable development: To contribute, through
meteorological, hydrological and oceanographic
monitoring, research and prediction facilities and
programmes of national services, to environmentally
and economically sustainable development . in all
countries.
Capacity building: To bridge the gap between national
meteorological and hydrological services of developing
and developed countries through a co-ordinated

strategic approach to assistance m preparing country
plans, promoting public awareness, as well as
identifying possible funding mechanisms.

•

Commercial activities: To build an effective
harmonious and mutually supportive relationship
between the public and private sectors of the
meteorological and hydrological communities in the
prov1s10n
of commercial
meteorological
and
hydrological services.

Strategy for Achievement of Objectives 1996-2005
The WMO strategy for achievement of its major objectives
1996-2005 is to harness the efforts of the global
meteorological and hydrological community to meet
present community needs and to support the
implementation of Agenda 21, by:
•

Collecting, managing and exchanging between members
the data, information, knowledge and expertise gained
from current and future geophysical and chemical
observing systems including World Weather Watch, the
Global Climate Observing System, the Global Ocean
Observing System and the Global Atmosphere Watch.

•

Developing systematic procedures to monitor, evaluate
and improve the WMO operations systems and
programmes.

•

Assisting national meteorological and hydrological
services to improve their ability to detect, predict and
warn of severe weather conditions and floods, through
co-operative research and technology and skills transfer.

•

Producing and communicating, in particular through
national meteorological and hydrological services,
assessments of the global climate and predictions of
climate variations and change;
on the existing WMO international
frameworks for global data communication and
processing, through collaborative research and
applications activities with other international
organisations.

• Building

•

Enhancing WMO and national capabilities to monitor
the atmospheric, hydrological and related geophysical
environment, and provide information on, and warnings
of, critical changes including the prediction of
transboundary air pollution episodes.

•

Increasing the capabilities of developing countries
through the exchange of scientific and technological
knowledge and the transfer of technologies, applications
and operating systems.

•

Assisting national meteorological and hydrological
services in establishing effective communication
between the public and private sectors of the
meteorological
and
operational
hydrological
communities.
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Augusto Huescar, Chief a.i.
Statistics, Economic Analysis and
Market Research
World Tourism Organisation
Calle Capitan Haya, 42
28020 MADRID, Spain

+34 91 567 8195
+34 91 571 0918
stat@world-tourism .org
http://www.world-tourism.org

The fundamental aim of the World Tourism Organisation
(WTO) is the promotion and development of tourism. WTO
is structured around:
•

•

•

The General Assembly, which meets every two years to
establish a programme of work and decide how to
finance its activities;
The Executive Council, which supervises and reports on
the activities conducted between sessions of the
Assemblies; and
The Secretariat, an executive body responsible for
carrying out the directions of the Assembly and
Council.

The General Assembly of the United Nations has
recognised WTO as having the decisive and central role in
the field of world tourism in co-operation with the existing
machinery within the United Nations system.
As with any other intergovernmental organisation, the
weight of the Organisation's management falls to the states
which integrate it. Notwithstanding, its work is enhanced
by the contributions of the territories which do not enjoy
full sovereignty, the Associate Members and the three
hundred and fifty tourism companies and non-governmental
organisations which are Affiliate Members of the
Organisation, thus recognising the huge role played by
tourism companies in this sector. This is perhaps one of the
distinctive features of WTO since the private sector does
not often play such an active role in intergovernmental
organisations.
WTO's raison d 'etre is to implement its programme of
work, which is decided by its member States after taking
note of the requirements and expectations of the other
Members. The Organisation is presently structured in six
areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Co-operation for Development
Human Resource Development
Statistics, Economic Analysis and Market Research
Environment and Planning
Quality of Tourism Development
Communications and Documentation

United Nations and Related Institutions

Following direct consultations with the Members, the
Secretariat is presently drafting a new programme of work
which the Secretary-General, Mr. Francesco Frangialli, will
submit to the Executive Council. This programme is geared
to enabling the Organisation to meet the efficiency and coordination expectations and requirements which will
become generalised in the new millennium, through a
process of orderly change, continued methodology and
innovative action.
In the immediate future, WTO 's work will take account
of the basic vectors which combine to form the essence of
tourism: administrative coherence, co-operation among the
different levels of the administration and private-public
sector co-operation.
In the field of statistics, WTO's objective is to develop a
complete, consistent and balanced system of tourism
statistics, in order to guide governments in their policy
decisions on tourism planning and promotion, by enhancing
awareness of the economic importance of tourism as we JI as
of the factors that determine the development and structure
of the tourism industry at national, regional and
international levels.
In 1997 international tourism generated 612 million
arrivals and US$443 trillion (US$1,230 million per day).
Nonetheless, it is not yet perceived as an economic sector
because we have no accurate knowledge of the pertinent
economic data and its repercussions on national economies.
WTO has invested considerable efforts in measuring the
economic effects of tourism. In 1983 it published a Study
on the Inclusion of Tourism in the System of National
Accounts, a nascent effort but neither unique nor isolated.
Subsequent efforts led to the organisation by WTO and the
government of Canada of an International Conference on
Travel and Tourism Statistics in Ottawa in June 1991. The
resolutions adopted at this conference in turn led to the
preparation of Recommendations on Tourism Statistics,
which were adopted by the United Nations Statistical
Commission at its session in March 1993. Approval was
thus given to a conceptual framework and a set of
classifications which paved the way for the inclusion of
tourism in the System of National Accounts.
Immediately after the
measures were taken:

conference,

the

following

•

Co-ordination of research and studies with other
international and national institutions, and with some
representing the interests of the private tourism sector,
with a view to implementing these Recommendations;

•

Publication of the Recommendations in all the official
languages of the United Nations;

•

Creation of a Steering Committee composed of a small
number of representatives of governments, international
organisations and the tourism industry to carry out a
specific work programme for the implementation of the
Recommendations on Tourism Statistics;
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•

Publication of four technical manuals on definitions,
classifications and methodology to improve the
collection, analysis, publication and use of tourism
statistics. At the World Conference in France in June
1999, a fifth manual on Tourism Balance of Payments
will be presented;

•

Organisation of seminars and courses. By December
1998, about 15 had been conducted in the various
regions of the world;

•

Fielding of missions to strengthen the technical
capabilities of national experts in the collection,
compilation, processing and analysis of tourism
statistics;

•

Organisation of training periods at WTO Headquarters
for statisticians in National Tourism Administrations,
giving priority to those of developing countries.

These efforts have been permanently endorsed by the
United Nations. By virtue of the agreement in force with
the United Nations, WTO is recognised as the appropriate
organisation for the standardisation and improvement of
statistics throughout the world. As a result, WTO has
enhanced the publication of international tourism statistics
for around two hundred countries and territories in the
Yearbook of Tourism Statistics, the Compendium of
Tourism Statistics and in six Regional Monographs , and is
also preparing a Travel and Tourism Barometer which
measures the evolution of international tourism with data
for the present year, in approximately one hundred
countries, including the biggest tourist-generators. These
and the publications on statistical methodology and
processes are available to our Members and the general
public in both traditional and electronic format and now
represent a substantial share of the growing sales of the
Organisation's publications.
We still need to complete and improve statistics on
domestic tourism. For quite a few countries - developed
and developing - the economic repercussions of this type
of tourism activity are greater, albeit somewhat different, to
those attributed to international tourism. Statistics have
improved relative to the use of accommodation
establishments, arrivals and nights, the jobs created and the
revenues generated by these tourist flows . Nonetheless,
neither the scope nor the quality of these statistics is
satisfactory. These shortfalls could be covered by surveys
on household budgets and on behavioural patterns and
habits .
However, there is still consensus that the major
difficulty with regard to compiling tourism statistics stems
from the widespread lack of definition and knowledge of
tourism as an economic sector. In general, forecasts of the
economic weight of tourism are made by the tourism
departments themselves. And while praiseworthy, they are
not comprehensive enough to enable decision-makers and
society in general to perceive tourism as a first-rate sector.
They should, for example, take account of its export
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capacity, which in 1997 represented 8 per cent of world
trade, or its capacity to generate employment and
companies. Moreover, this vast volume of activity has
generated a dramatic increase in the need for reliable and
internationally comparable statistics.
In order to make up for these shortfalls, the Ottawa
Conference approved the application of a satellite
accounting system which derives its main aggregates and
basic concepts from the United Nations System of National
Accounts and recommended that countries introduce such
accounting systems into their analytic base for tourism data
on an incremental basis.
In order to contribute to resolving the problems which
may derive from these recommendations, WTO, drawing
on the contributions it has been making since the early
1980 's and taking account of the work done by
organisations such as the OECD, produced in co-ordination
with other players in the international community, a global
conceptual framework for a Tourism Satellite Account full y
integrated and compatible with the System of National
Accounts (1993). Thanks to the ongoing co-ordination of
criteria and the preparation of successive drafts of the
Manual since then, consensus has practically been reached.
The end result will be submitted to the "World Conference
on the Measurement of the Economic Impact of Tourism",
to be held in Nice, France, from 15- 18 June 1999.
The Secretariat continues to produce medium and longterm international tourism forecasts. At the beginning of
1999 an in-depth study called Tourism 2020 Vision
extending these predictions to the year 2020 will be
available. In view of such recent events as the financial
crisis in Asia and its impact on regions such as America and
Europe, a special analysis will be made of the possible
effects on tourist traffic. The study will also reflect the
foreseeable consequences of the introduction of the Euro as
a single currency in the European Union and its
implications for tourism destinations both in the region
itself and in those which receive European tourists . The
Secretariat will continue to monitor closely any events
which, by virtue of their nature and scope, are likely to have
an obvious impact on tourism development.
Now a permanent activity, the publication of the annual
survey on the budgets of National Tourism Administrations
is being prepared. Although these budgets only represent
part of the investment-effort made by countries to attract
tourism, they still provide a unique bench mark in terms of
ascertaining -together with the budgetary effort- how
generating-markets and the structure of these resources are
appraised. Reality shows that resources are increasingly
geared to joint action with the private sector and towards
the use of more precise promotional tools in market
segments which are interested in the product lines
generated by national destinations.
WTO maintains close co-operation with other
international and regional organisations in the field of
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tourism statistics. The major objective is to reduce
duplication of work and to promote integration of tourism
statistics with statistics in other related areas. The Cooperation with other organisations (such as: UN, OECD,
EUROSTAT, PATA, CTO, ETC, ICAO, IMF, IATA, ISi,
etc.) is mainly channelled through the activities of the
Steering Committee. WTO also participates in the activities
and meetings of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical
Activities of the United Nations. The next meeting of the
ACC Sub-Committee will be held in WTO Headquarters
(Madrid, Spain) on 14-16 September 1999.
The following bibliography illustrates the efforts the
Secretariat devotes to the aforementioned activities:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recommendations on Tourism Statistics
United Nations, Statistical Papers M83, New York,
1994
WTO - Tourism Satellite Account (4th Draft/Rev.I 1998)
Travel and Tourism Barometer (three per year)
Compendium of Tourism Statistics (manual)
Tourism Market Trends (six, for the WTO regions)
(annual: latest data up to 1997)
Yearbook or Tourism Statistics (annual)
Tourism Highlights 1997 (published in 1998)
Concepts, definitions and classification for tourism
statistics, 1995
Collection of tourism expenditure statistics, 1995
Collection of domestic tourism statistics, 1995
Collection and compilation of tourism statistics, 1995
implications of the UNIWTO tourism definitions:
Australia, Canada and the United States
Framework for the collection and publication of tourism
statistics (Australia)
Global tourism forecasts to the year 2000 and beyond
( 1995) (6 regions and the world)
Tourism 2020 Vision (1998)
Budgets of National Tourism Administrations (1997)
Tourism Economic Report (1997)

Historical Background and Aims
The World Trade Organisation (WTO) entered into force
on 1 January 1995. It is in charge of administering the rules
of law in international trade, which for goods and
commercial services together are estimated to have reached
some US$6.6 trillion in 1997. These rules were achieved
after seven years of negotiations among more than 120
countries. Through the WTO agreements and market access
commitments, world income is expected to rise by over
$500 billion annually by the year 2005 - and annual
global trade growth will be as much as one quarter higher
by the same year than it would otherwise have been.
The WTO is the result of the eighth GA TT round of
multilateral trade negotiations - the Uruguay Round which was launched in September 1986 and concluded in
December 1993. Trade Ministers signed the Final Act of
the Uruguay Round in April 1994 in Marrakech, Morocco.
The WTO encompasses an updated version of its
predecessor, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GA TT), and all the results of the Uruguay Round. Trade
Ministers, in the Marrakech Agreement establishing the
WTO, expressed the desire to enter into "reciprocal and
mutually advantageous arrangements directed to the
substantial reduction of tariffs and other barriers to trade
and to the elimination of discriminatory treatment in
international relations" to contribute to meeting the
following objectives:
•

'Relations in the field of trade should be conducted with
a view to raising standards of living, ensuring full
employment and a large and steadily growing volume of
real income and effective demand, and expanding the
production of trade in goods and services, while
allowing for the optimal use of the world's resources in
accordance with the objective of sustainable
developments ... '

•

'There is a need for positive efforts designed to ensure
that developing countries, and especially the least
developed among them, secured a share in the growth in
international trade commensurate with the needs of their
economic development'.

World Trade Organisation (WTO)
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The functions of the WTO are:
•

WTO OlvlC
Ms. Roslyn Jackson, Director
Statistics Division
World Trade Organisation
Centre William Rappard
Rue de Lausanne 154
Case Postale
CH-1211 GENEVA 21, Switzerland
+41 22 739 5133
+41 22 739 5763
roslyn.jackson@wto.org
http://www.wto.org

United Nations arul, Related Institutions

•
•
•
•

To facilitate the implementation, administration and
operation, and further the objectives of the Uruguay
Round Agreements;
To provide a forum for trade negotiations;
To administer the new integrated system of settling
disputes;
To administer the mechanism for the regular review of
trade policies of Members; and
To co-operate with the IMF and World Bank with a
view to achieving greater coherence in global economic
policy-making.
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Institutional Framework

•

The General Council, in October, adopted decisions
paving the way for the accession to the WTO of the
Kyrgyz Republic and Latvia. Working parties continued
their work on the membership applications of 30 other
governments.

•

Further work was undertaken by the three working
groups established in Singapore: on trade and
investment, on trade and competition policy, and on
transparency in government procurement. The Council
for Trade in Goods started exploratory and analytical
work on trade facilitation.

•

During the year, WTO's Co-operation on technical
assistance for least-developed countries with the IMF,
World Bank, UNCTAD, the ITC and UNDP was
reinforced.

The highest body of the WTO is the Ministerial Conference
held every two years. The first such Conference was held in
December 1996 in Singapore.
In between the Conferences, the WTO functions are
carried out by the General Council, which is also convened
as the Dispute Settlement Body and as the Trade Policy
Review Body. Under the General Council are Councils for
Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, and Trade-Related
Intellectual Property Rights. Major Committees include
Trade and Development and Trade and Environment.
Committees on government procurement and on trade in
civil aircraft administer the plurilateral agreements in the
WTO framework. Working Parties have been established to
examine the membership requests of 31 governments,
including China, the Russian Federation and Saudi Arabia.
Diplomatic missions in Geneva and specialists from
capitals represent their respective governments in WTO
meetings. High-level officials from capitals often attend the
final phases of negotiations. The WTO Secretariat numbering about 500 - services all meetings of WTO
bodies in Geneva. The Secretariat works with developing
countries and transition economies to help them draw
maximum benefit from the WTO.

Statistical Responsibilities and Activities
The main functions of the statistical service are:
•

To provide statistics required by the WTO General
Council and its subsidiary bodies for their work and
background statistical documentation for studies on
current problems in the field of commercial policy;

•

To compile statistics required by the Secretariat for the
regular analysis of world trade in merchandise and
commercial services, and for special studies concerning
particular aspects of international trade;

•

To update the computerised tariff and trade data files
and carry out analyses of the tariff situation in specific
fields;

•

To provide training in international trade statistics and
related subjects to officials from developing countries
and countries in transition as part of WTO courses on
commercial policy;

•

To work with other international organisations on
problems of methodology and statistical standards
concerning international trade in goods as well as
services, and related subjects; and

•

To act as liaison and co-ordinate activities with
statistical services of other international organisations.

Highlights of WTO Activities in 1998
•

•

The Second WTO Ministerial Conference, held in
Geneva in May, adopted a Ministerial Declaration that
rejected the use of any protectionist measures against
the background of the financial crisis. The Declaration
also mandated the General Council to initiate
preparations for the Third Ministerial Conference,
which will be held in the United States in late 1999. The
Conference also adopted a Declaration on Global
Electronic Commerce, in which members agreed not to
impose customs duties on electronic transmissions
pending the completion of WTO work on this subject.
A dozen world leaders, including Presidents Cardoso,
Castro, Clinton, Cotti and Mandela and Prime Minister
Blair, commended the GA TT for its contribution to
world economic growth and called for the strengthening
of the WTO during the commemoration of the 50th
Anniversary of the multilateral trading system held in
parallel with the Ministerial Conference.

•

In February, the WTO agreement on liberalising basic
telecommunications entered into force, and the
agreement on financial services was opened for
acceptance.

•

The Dispute Settlement Body received during the year
(up to 1 November) 39 new requests for consultations,
bringing the total to 150 since the WTO's establishment
in 1995. This reflected confidence by members in this
body for managing the settlement of disputes.
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Publications
In addition to legal texts and instruments, special series
covering the Trade Policy Reviews of Member Countries,
Focus (monthly), and occasional studies, WTO
disseminates the following publications with substantial
statistical content:
•

A Press Release providing an overview of world trade
for the previous year as well as an outlook for the
current year (issued in March);

•

An Annual Report on International Trade Statistics,
which includes some 190 pages of merchandise and
commercial services trade statistics by country, region,
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and product groups for a number of years (issued in
November, in English, French and Spanish).
An exhaustive list of publications in electronic and paper
form may be found on the WTO website under On-line
bookshop. Latest developments in international trade,
including selected statistical tables may be accessed by
clicking on International Trade.

World Intellectual Property Organisation
(WIPO)
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Mr. Y. Takagi, Director
Inter-Office Information Services Department
WIPO
34, chemin des Colombettes
PO Box 18
1211 GENEVA 20, Switzerland
+41 22 338 9111
+41 22 733 5428
yo.takagi@wipo.int
http://www.wipo.int

WIPO continues to collect and publish statistics on
industrial property, by country and in accordance with the
relevant international industrial property classification
systems administered by WIPO. The statistics relate to
patents (including supplementary protection certificates,
nucleotide and amino acid sequence listings and
topographies of integrated circuits), utility models, marks,
industrial designs, plant varieties and micro-organisms.
These statistics are published in the following annual
publications:

•

Industrial Property Statistics - Publication A. An
abridged version of the final statistics, concerning all
types of industrial property rights; it is issued
approximately four months before Publication B.

Publication A is published in paper format and is also
available on the Internet.

•

Industrial Property Statistics - Publication B (Part I) .
The final statistics concerning patents and utility models

•

Industrial Property Statistics - Publication B (Part II) .
The final statistics concerning marks, industrial designs,
varieties of plants and micro-organisms.

Publication B was previously published in paper format
(1975-1994) and is available on CD-ROM from 1995
onwards, with selected tables also being available on the
Internet.
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Part B - Other International Governmental Organisations
Eurostat (Statistical Office of the European
Communities)
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James Whitworth
Assistant to the Director General
Eurostat
Joseph Bech Building
L-2920 LUXEMBOURG, Luxembourg

+352 430 134 714
+352 430 133 015
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e-mail
website

james. whitworth@eurostat.cec.be
http://europa.eu.int/eurostat. html

The direction and pace of statistical activity within the
European Union is determined by the Union's policy needs.
A recent example of this has been Economic and Monetary
Union which has occupied a large proportion of Eurostat's
time over the past few years. The Single Currency has come
into existence on 1 January 1999 and Eurostat's role now
becomes one of providing statistics for the monitoring of
the monetary policy. During the course of 1998 other major
developments have included the production of a
Communication on the improvement on employment
statistics for the European Summit in Vienna and further
work on European Commission's Agenda 2000 strategy
which outlines proposals for the strengthening and
widening of the Union and the consequent revisions to
important programmes, such as the Common Agricultural
Policy and Structural and Cohesion funds, that will be
necessary.

Statistical Programme
The framework programme for priority actions in the field
of statistical information for 1998 to 2002 in the European
Communities was adopted by the Council at the end of
1998, following extensive debate by the other European
Institutions, notably the European Parliament.
The multi-annual programme is translated into annual
action plans to be adopted by the European Commission.

Legislative Framework
The Amsterdam Treaty, signed in October 1997 and ratified
in early 1999, amends the Treaties of the European
Communities and includes a reference to Community
Statistics (new Article 213a which will be renumbered as
Article 285). This is the first direct recognition of statistics
in the Treaties.

Enlargement
A new process for the eventual enlargement of the
European Union to include certain countries of Central and
Eastern Europe and Cyprus continues in 1999. Eurostat is
continuing its efforts to enable the candidate countries to
adapt their statistical systems to that of the European
Union. In addition statistics, mainly of a macro-economic
nature, will be required to support the accession
negotiations. This has resulted in increased activity in the
collection of such statistics from these countries.

Monetary Union
In the spring of 1998 a decision was made on the eleven
countries which joined the Single European currency (the
"EURO") at its start in 1999. This decision was made on
the basis of certain "convergence criteria" laid down in the
Treaty on European Union (the so-called "Maastricht"
Treaty). The statistical implications of this process included
the harmonisation of definitions of government debt and
deficit and the calculation of harmonised inflation rates . In
1999 work will continue concerning the quality and
coverage of the Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices.
Eurostat is now required to produce a great deal of
timely short-term economic data for those responsible for
monitoring monetary policy in the Euro-zone. To this end a
special website, Euro-Indicators, has been set up on
Eurostat's website (see address at top of page).
In addition Eurostat will oversee the introduction of
EMU financial accounts, which are not simply the sum of
the financial accounts of the member countries. Eurostat
will prepare the data necessary for implementing the
Stability and Growth Pact, in particular the calculation of
GDP in terms of volume according to a harmonised
methodology.

Agricultural statistics
There is a Council Decision on Reforming Agricultural
Statistics (Technical Action Plans for Agricultural
Statistics). Its activities, plus those of a matching long-term
project (what agricultural statistics will be required in 5-10
years' time and how do we evolve to get there?), have the
common feature of reforming and steering overall
agricultural statistics and adapting them to serve the
requirements of numerous current or expected
developments: a reshaped agricultural policy, enlargement,
international trade agreements, the rural world,
environment, etc. It is a crosscutting and forward-looking
theme. However it is an area where lack of resources may
affect progress.
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Environment Statistics
The increasing importance of environmental considerations
now integrated into the definition and implementation of
Community policies is reflected in Eurostat's work. As
well as the activities of the specialised unit on environment
statistics and of the part unit concentrating on
environmental accounting, there are environmental
components in many other work areas.

Business Statistics
In December 1996 the Council adopted a Regulation on
Structural Business Statistics. Its objective was to establish
a common framework for the collection, compilation,
transmission and evaluation of Community statistics on the
structure, activity, competitiveness and performance of
businesses in the Community. It is equally applicable to the
industrial and service sectors of the economy. During the
course of 1999 a Regulation on Short Term Indicators is
expected to be adopted by the Council.

Research and development

a user-friendly longitudinal database for users with back-up
documentation.

Statistics of the Trade in Goods between Member
States
Following the setting up of the Intrastat system in 1993
which replaced Customs data as the source for trade
statistics with returns from enterprises, Eurostat has spent a
great deal of time in consultation with data providers and
users with a view to simplifying procedures and reducing
response burdens whilst at the same time bearing in mind
users needs. This is taking place under the SLIM initiative
(Simpler Legislation in the Internal Market). From 1
January 1999, the first simplification measures are to be
applied in all the Member States.

Technical Co-operation
For some time Eurostat has been involved in technical cooperation activities in the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe, the newly independent states of the Former Soviet
Union, and ACP (Africa, Caribbean and Pacific) countries.
More recent initiatives have been in MERCOSUR countries
and China.

Eurostat is involved in the management of statistical R&D
projects funded by the Community Framework
Programmes for Research and Technological Development.
The year 1999 will see the commencement of the Fifth
Framework Programme. Included in this programme is an
extensive plan for research in official statistics. The projects
involve partners drawn from different countries and cover
topics such as electronic questionnaires, integrated
statistical processing, data analysis, use of Internet and the
world-wide web and statistical data confidentiality.

In addition, the MEDSTAT programme is part of the
Euro-Mediterranean partnership and comprises cooperation between the EU and the following countries:
Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Israel, former occupied
territories under Palestine jurisdiction, Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria, Turkey, Malta and Cyprus. The priority areas are
training of statisticians, environment, tourism, external
trade, migration, new technologies and transport.

In November 1998, Eurostat hosted in association with
a number of organisations, including the ISI, a seminar on
New Techniques and Technologies for Statistics.

International Union of Local Authorities
(/ULA)

Labour Statistics
The conclusions of the Luxembourg Social Summit in
1997, following up the signing of the Amsterdam Treaty,
explicitly stressed importance of common indicators, based
on comparable statistics, for the effective monitoring and
assessment of employment policies and for the
identification of good practices. Eurostat is investigating
the consequences of this with the Member States. We will
also be working on the follow-up to the 'guidelines for
employment' . Training is included as a priority action
indicated in the guidelines.

Social Statistics
The European Community Household Panel was launched
in 1994 for a period of 6 years. The survey to be carried out
in 1999 will be the continuation of the earlier waves. The
main objective of the survey is to produce harmonised data
at EU level on the distribution of income and living
conditions of households. In this regard the 4 main goals in
1999 are treatment of the 1997 data (4th wave); complete
the longitudinal database data; using this as a basis to create
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IULA World Secretariat
PO Box 90646
2509 LP THE HAGUE, Netherlands
+31 70 306 6066
+31 70 350 0496
iula@iula-hq.nl
http://www.iula.org

IULA is the world-wide organisation of local governments,
which was founded in 1913. IULA's mission statement is:
' to promote and unite democratic local governments worldwide.'
The strategic objectives ofIULA are:
•

•

to develop and maintain a strong democratic political
organisation, managed to high professional standards in
a global setting;
to be the world-wide advocate and voice of democratic
local government;
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•
•

to be the world-wide source of key information and
intelligence regarding democratic local government;
to be the world-wide source of learning, exchange and
capacity building programmes for democratic local
governments.

Membership

different from other inter governmental organisations in
three ways:
•

•

Currently IULA has members in more than 100 countries
around the world. To serve this membership, IULA works
through seven Regional Sections, namely in Harare
(Zimbabwe) for Africa, in Paris (France) for Europe, in
Washington (USA) for North America, in Quito (Ecuador)
for Latin America, in Jakarta (Indonesia) for Asia and the
Pacific, in Istanbul (Turkey) for East Mediterranean and the
Middle East and in San Salvador (El Salvador) for Central
America.

•

Its sole function is direct co-operation among member
governments; it has neither supranational legal powers
nor financial resources for loans and subsidies.
At OECD, international co-operation means cooperation among nations, essentially on domestic
policies where these policies interact with those of other
countries, especially through trade and investment.
The OECD approach is typically multidisciplinary,
involving the expertise in various directorates in an
'integrated' or 'horizontal' approach. In dealing with
sectoral issues, emphasis is placed on the general
economic framework as well as other sectors.

Co-operation on statistics

Participants in the OECD come from the 29 Member
countries. The Commission of the European Communities
also takes part in the work of the Organisation. In addition,
officials and experts from many other countries in the world
participate through fora of dynamic non-Member
economies, countries from transition, joint meetings with
other international organisations, and the like. In statistical
work, the OECD co-operates very closely with the UN
Economic Commission for Europe and the Statistical Office
of the European Communities (Eurostat), and participates
in joint activities with the UN Statistics Division, the
International Monetary Fund, the World Trade
Organisation, the World Bank, and the UN Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean and the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

IULA co-operates with Habitat, NUREC, UNSD and ISi in
the large Cities Statistics Project, the main objective of
which is to collect a wide range of statistical information on
more than 3,000 large cities all over the world.

The backbone of analysis by the Secretariat and
committees is the numeric data collected by the OECD,
essentially from Member governments, which is converted
into an internationally comparable basis.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD)

The OECD 's specialised directorates seek to deepen and
improve our knowledge of Member countries economics
and how they interact. The Economics Department's main
work is related to this core objective, so as better to
consolidate information about their manifold components
and determinants and assist policymaking through
multilateral surveillance based on forecasting, policy
analyses, and recommendations.

World Congress
IULA organises every two years a World Congress. The
1999 Congress took place in Barcelona (Spain) from 21-24
March under the theme 'local Governments Uniting in a
Global Mission . Democratisation, Decentralisation and
Co-operation .'

Projects
Current projects at the World Secretariat deal with
Association Capacity Building, Women in local
Government and local Agenda 21 Charters.

CD
contact

12]
telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Mr. Charles L. Kincannon, Chief Statistician
OECD, Statistics Department
2 rue Andre Pascal
75775 PARIS 16, France
+33 1 45 24 19 11
+33 1 44 30 63 22
charles.kincannon@oecd.org
http://www.oecd .org/std

OECD Statistics
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development is a unique forum permitting governments of
industrialised democracies to consider and formulate the
best policies in all economic and social spheres. It is

Other substantive parts of the Secretarial work in
specialised areas of investigation, including the
environment are: development assistance, public
management, international trade, labour and social affairs,
food, agriculture, and fisheries, territorial development,
energy, and transport.
For their main policy analysis, most specialised
directorates require statistics and collect and maintain data
bases, from which products are published for public use.
The Statistics Directorate itself produces macroeconomic
data geared primarily towards economic forecasting and
policy analysis, including data bases of national accounts,
labour force, foreign trade, prices, output, leading
indicators, monetary, financial, and other short term
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statistics. It also has responsibility for co-ordinating the
statistical work of the OECD.

municipalities, research institutes, universities, associations
and individual members.
NUREC's activities focus on two thrusts:

The Statistics Directorate has four main objectives:
•

to improve the supply of relevant and timely statistical
information to analysts and policy makers inside and
outside the organisation;
• to develop international statistical standards, systems
and classifications m collaboration with other
international statistical organisations;
• to improve co-ordination between the statistical
activities of the OECD and those of other agencies;
• to co-ordinate statistical activities within the
Organisation.
More information about OECD statistical products and
activities may be found on the OECD homepage.

Network on Urban Research in the
European Union (NUREC)

CD
contact

telephone
fax

e-mail
website

N.U.R.E.C.
NUREC Administrative Directorate
c/o Stadt Duisburg
Amt fUr Statistik
Stadtforschung und Europaangelegenheiten
Bismarckstrasse 150-158
D-47049 DUISBURG, Germany
+49 203 283 3276
+49 203 283 4404 / 203 283 2058
nurec@uni-duisburg.de
http://www.uni-duisburg.de/duisburg/
nu rec.html

The comparative urban research network assumed the
concrete form of NUREC in Pisa in 1989, as a non-profitmaking association of institutional
organisations and
individual members. It promotes comparative and interdisciplinary urban research in the European Union and
beyond.
NUREC's objectives to be met both within the Network
and in Co-operation with other internationally active
organisations are:
•

to support scientific progress m comparative urban
research,
• to develop a basis for the comparability of city data in
the EU,
• to enhance the communication between institutions
participating in urban research.
Whilst the majority of the member institutions are from
EU countries, associated membership is also available to
organisations beyond the EU. As a result, members for
instance from Russia, Finland and Sweden have been
participating in the Network's activities for some time. The
non-profitrnaking
participating
institutions
are
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•

the realisation of integrated projects producing
observation systems,
• the publication and dissemination of information.
Progress at constructing integrated observation systems
and systems of data collection and dissemination on the one
hand, and at illuminating ways of comparing concepts and
statistics on the other, has been achieved.
As far as the integrated observation systems are
concerned the Europolis Database has been filled with data
on the population and surface area of 330 agglomerations
and their complementary areas covering 8,220 basic
administrative units, resulting in the publication in
Duisburg of the Atlas of Agglomerations in the European
Union with the support of the Statistical Office of the
European Communities (Eurostat) .
Indeed, the NUREC agglomeration data are now an
integral part of Eurostat's urban data. The extension of the
Europolis Database with data on the functions of cities is
being conducted by NUREC Duisburg within the
framework of the 'Structural Change of the European City
System', SCECS.
Furthermore, the Large Cities Statistics Project (LCSP),
currently being conducted in Duisburg, aims to construct a
world-wide system of data collection and dissemination.
The joint project of the International Statistical Institute
(ISI), the International Union of Local Authorities (IULA),
the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSD), the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and
NUREC is well underway and is presumably already the
largest city data collection system of its kind. The
installation of the Global Database for world-wide
dissemination and various publications such as the 1000
Cities - international Yearbook of large Cities Statistics
in hard copy and CD- ROM format.
In terms of research into comparative concepts, a good
deal of research has been done at NUREC Paris. In
particular Working Paper No. 1, the Statistical Concept of
the Town in Europe, jointly published by Eurostat and
NUREC contributed considerably to the foundations for
further research and application, for example in the shaping
of the Europolis Database and the Atlas.
The purpose of the Europolis Working Papers series,
published by NUREC Duisburg at irregular intervals, is to
provide a forum for informing the interested public of the
results of NUREC projects and the scientific contributions
of members.
With Working Paper No. 3, published in late 1995,
NUREC has added to the variety of work already conducted
on comparative concepts and statistics. This contribution,
entitled Comparative Studies on Sets of European Cities an Overview, provides a brief but comprehensive review of
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the various ways in which researchers categorise different
types of cities in Europe. Meanwhile, the second
contribution, from Helsinki, Comparable Statistics on
Major Scandinavian Cities and their Regions, demonstrates
how comparisons can be drawn, which is especially
interesting since two of the countries considered on are
newcomers to the EU. Europolis Working Paper No. 4,
published in 1996, provides information on the progress of
NUREC's projects currently being conducted in Duisburg.
The papers, entitled City SWOT - Strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats of cities and Navigating the
Urban EU- scape, present the integrated approach
developed to analyse the city data that is produced by the
above mentioned LCSP and SCECS.
Finally, the NUREC Internal Circulars inform members
about the Network and activities.

Interstate Statistical Committee
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

CD
contact

[8]

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Mr. Mikhail A. Korolev, Chairman
Interstate Statistical Committee of the
Commonwealth of Independent States
39, Myasnitskaya Street
MOSCOW 103450, Russia
+ 7 095 207 4237
+ 7 095 207 4592
cisstat@online.ru
http://www.unicc.org/unece/stats/cisstat

The Interstate Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS Statcommittee) serves to
stimulate the harmonisation of statistics in the twelve
countries of Europe and Asia which have formed the
Commonwealth and expressed their wish to mutually coordinate statistical activities with a view to consolidate
economic, social, scientific and technological and cultural
co-operation.
In accordance with the Statute of the Interstate
Statistical Committee of the Commonwealth of
Independent States, approved by the Resolution of the
Council of Heads of Governments of the CIS on April 12,
1996, the Committee co-ordinates the activities of national
statistical services, providing for organisation of
information exchanges, the analysis of socio-economic
development of the CIS countries and elaborating common
recommendations in the field of statistics.
One of the main functions of the CIS Statcommittee is
the development of statistical methodology in accordance
with international standards and rendering assistance in its
implementation to national statistical services of the CIS
countries. To this end, for the period 1992- 1998, the CIS

Statcommittee has prepared and issued 405 methodological
documents (recommendations, reference materials, etc.)
devoted to different problems of statistics.
The co-ordinated reforming of statistics requires
intensive discussion of the main problems by specialists
from the participating countries and this is carried out at the
meetings of the CIS Statcommittee Scientific Council and
its sections and temporary working groups as well as at
different seminars attended by scientists and highly
qualified specialists of all CIS countries, UN and its
specialised agencies, Eurostat, the IMF and other interstate
organisations. From 1992 to the present 66 such seminars
and meetings with the participation of 2450 specialists were
organised jointly with the CIS Statcommittee. During the
same period 348 delegations of foreign experts visited the
CIS Statcommittee to discuss different problems of mutual
interest.
The mam users of CIS Statcommittee statistical
information are governments, national state economic and
statistical services, business, science, the mass media as
well as the general public.
Being an authorised disseminator of official statistical
information on the Commonwealth of Independent States,
the CIS Statcommittee issued 78 statistical publications for
the period 1992- 1998. There were 208 statistical bulletins
issued and 444 current express releases. In addition 505
analytic papers were prepared and sent to the governmental
bodies of the CIS countries and interstate organisations.
Methodological materials were published in 39 issues of the
CIS Statcommittee Information Bulletin .

Electronic Products and Data Exchange
Building up and regular updating the common statistical
base requires a mutual exchange of information between
national statistical and administrative bodies.
Work is being carried out at present on standardisation
of electronic exchange of statistical information with
national statistical services of CIS countries and
international organisations. Such procedure already covers
ten out of twelve CIS statistical services which transmit
their data each month to the CIS Statcommittee by
electronic mail on the basis of standardised tables
(questionnaires) in Excel format. After these data are
summarised they are sent to the CIS countries in an
aggregated format. This enables the automation of data
collection and processing, as well as data base management
before publications are prepared.
Along with the traditional publication of statistical
bulletins, papers, yearbooks and abstracts, it is envisaged to
issue materials on CD- ROM compact discs and provide
services to subscribers by means of electronic networks,
including Internet.
The electronic dissemination of statistical data,
including the use of CD- ROM, is being expanded. Thus, in
1998 the third issue of CD- ROM containing more than
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3500 indicators (40000 time series) by 22 branches of
statistics of CIS countries for 1980--1997 was prepared.

Work Programme
The activities of the CIS Statcommittee are carried out in
accordance with the annual Work Programme which is
approved by the Council of the Heads of CIS Statistical
Services. The Work Programme of the CIS Statcommittee
for 1999 was developed with due regard for the
requirements to further improve the statistical support of
the CIS and to develop common information and statistical
space in the framework of the Commonwealth.
Methodological developments envisaged in a
corresponding section of the Programme are oriented
towards the consistent reforming of official statistics in
connection with socio-economic transformations in CIS
countries. The Programme includes a number of subjects
which logically continue the methodological developments
begun previously. In particular, it is envisaged to further
develop the SNA methodology, as well as methodology of
production and entrepreneurship statistics, domestic and
external trade statistics, economic classifications and
statistical forms . A number of subjects concerning social
and demographic statistics, in particular, a statistical study
of the living standards of population, analysis of ecological
problems, labour statistics and dwellings market were
included. Also important are recommendations on
methodological and organisational problems of the 1999
population censuses in the CIS countries.
Economic and analytic reviews specified in the Work
Programme are oriented towards providing general
characteristics of socio-economic development of the CIS
countries, economic interstate co-operation, development of
industrial and agricultural production, observation of
general state of the CIS countries and their interrelation in
the process of further integration in economic and social
spheres.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Commonwealth of Independent States in 1998 (digest of
provisional statistical results) (Russian and English
version)
Commonwealth of Independent States in 1998
(Statistical Yearbook) (Russian and English version)
investments, Finances and Prices in the CIS Countries
in 1996-1999
Main Macroeconomic Indicators of the CIS Countries
in 1990-1998
Labour Market in the CIS Countries
External Trade of the CJS Countries in 1998 (Russian
and English version)
Commonwealth of independent States 1999
Statistical Portrait (Russian and English version)

Apart from the above, the fourth issue of the CD- ROM
Official Statistics of the CJS Countries will be prepared.
More detailed information about the publications and
electronic products is available in the Catalogue of the CIS
Interstate Statistical Committee which is published annually
in Russian and English. It contains information on
publications of the CIS Interstate Statistical Committee as
well as on services rendered in electronic form.
Subscription to the CIS Interstate Statistical
Committee's publications is done by agreement or order
form. Subscription conditions, order and agreement forms,
requests for individual issues and orders for computer
output products can be obtained from the address above.
The CIS Interstate Statistical Committee enjoys copyright
on all its publications and electronic products. Permission
for reproduction of publications can be obtained from the
CIS Interstate Statistical Committee.

Nordstat - Comparable City Statistics in
the Nordic Countries

CD

It is planned to further develop international co-

operation, exchange of experience and training of the
personnel of the Commonwealth statistical services.
In the period from 1999 to 2000 the main focus of the
CIS Statcommittee activities, as in the previous years, will
be the co-ordination of state statistics reforms,
harmonisation of statistical methodology and the creation of
common information and statistical space of the
Commonwealth.

Publications
In accordance with the Work Programme the CIS
Statcommittee will issue the following publications in
1999:

Denmark :

[8J
telephone
fax

e-mail

Finland:
contact

[8J
telephone
fax

e-mail

•
•
•
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Statistical Bulletin (2 issues per month)
Information Bulletin (six issues a year)
Short- Term Economic Indicators of the CIS Countries
(2 issues per year) (Russian and English version)

K0benhavns Statistik Kantor
Vester Voldgade 87
1552 K0BENHAVN V, Denmark
+45 33 66 28 39
+45 33 66 70 18
caw .sk@of.kk.dk

contact

City of Helsinki Urban Facts
Statistics and Information Service
PO Box 303
FIN-00171 HELSINKI, Finland
+358 9 169 3190
+358 9 169 3200
sail a .sa kkinen@tike. hel. fi

Chapter III - Part B - Other International Governmental Organisatwns

Iceland :
contact

Reykjaviks City Planning Office
Borgartum 3
IS-105 REYKJAVIK, Iceland
+354 1 632 340
+354 1 623 219
bjarnir@rvk.is

[8J
telephone
fa x

e-mail

Norway:
contact

Oslo Kommune
Byradsavdeling for finans og plan
Statistik Kantor
Radhuset
N-0037 OSLO, Norway
+47 22 861 600
+47 22 333 411
ase .loset@radhuset.oslo.kommune.no

[8J

telephone
fax

e-mail

Sweden:
contact

[8J
telephone
fa x

e-mail

Stockholm Office of Research and Statistics
Information Division
PO Box 8320
S-10420 STOCKHOLM, Sweden
+46 8 675 5000
+46 8 675 5099
per.gullstrom@usk.stockholm.se

To lie with statistics is very easy and unfortunately a lot of
persons do that without even knowing it themselves. In
order to prevent such mistakes it is important that people
who work with statistics show responsibility and do not
publish misleading statistics. And that is often a very
difficult task.
Creating correct comparability between cities or regions
is of course of vital interest for the work in the European
Union, since a.o. subsidies and other help to different
regions must be distributed in a ' fair ' way and thus have to
be based on accurate information about the regions.
Many attempts to make international city statistic
surveys have failed because the figures have lacked in
comparability. The variables that give a statistic picture of
the cities often seem to be comparable. But many times a
closer analysis shows that apparently similar variables are
defined in different ways in different countries. Such
problems are common in counting the number of employed
and unemployed persons, in dwelling standard, statistics on
environment, length of road systems (what is a road?), etc.
The Nordic countries have co-operated for more than 60
years and one important task has been to produce similarly
defined statistics for the capitals. In 1990 the Co-operation
expanded to cover 16 large cities and their regions. The first
obvious result of this was the book Major City Regions of
Scandinavia - Facts and Figures , issued in Nordic and
English versions. Data from this publication are updated in
what became the Nordstat Database.
Nordstat is a database with data on the above mentioned
16 regions, their core cities and - where it is meaningful

- on each country. The data are collected from the official
statistics in each country and are broken down to regional
and local level. The base consists of around 30 tables in
Excel form and a handbook where the variables and their
definitions are described. The material is updated every
year. The work is organised so that the statistical office in
one of the capitals is provided with all the figures and
completes the database. This task circulates between the
capitals.
Nordstat is also available on CD- ROM, disseminated
even outside the Nordic countries. In order to increase the
accessibility of the Nordstat, the Stockholm Office of
Research and Statistics yearly produces a publication in
English and Swedish, which contains figures describing the
latest year by most of the tables in the database.
Some reasons why Nordstat is of interest even outside
the borders of the Nordic countries:
•

•
•

it closely follows the common EU definition for
different statistical variables. The delineation of the
functional urban regions have been worked out adopting
NUREC (Network on Urban Research in the European
Union) and Eurostat standards,
the project has carefully followed up the work of the
Large City Statistics Project,
the publication Major City Regions - Facts and
Figures implied a new way of presenting city statistics.

In this book each city and region is described on six
pages with text and illustrations and the same structure of
the contents. A number of basic statistical figures are
reviewed in a direct comparable form in an intelligible
collection of tables. From a publication like this one can
learn structural differences between cities, and that can
explain some statistical differences between these cities.
The Nordstat project can be seen as an example of a
practical way of creating comparable city statistics regardless if the cities are located in the Nordic countries or
somewhere else.

The Nordstat Database
Sixteen major cities and their regions:
•
•
•
•
•

Denmark: Copenhagen, Arhus, Alborg, Odense
Finland: Helsinki, Tampere, Turku, Oulu
Iceland : Reykjavik
Norway: Oslo, Bergen, Stavanger, Trondheim
Sweden: Stockholm, Gothenburg, Malmo

Publications and other media providing Nordstat city
statistics:

•

•

Major City Regions of Scandinavia, Facts and Figures.
City of Helsinki Information Management Centre,
Helsinki 1992.
Scandinavian Major City Statistics 1998. City of
Stockholm Office for Research and Statistics.
Stockholm, 1998. A new edition will be published in
August 1999.
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The Nordstat tables are also part of a joint Nordic CDROM established in 1993 by the National Statistical Offices
of the Nordic countries, the Nordic Statistical Secretariat
and the Nordstat Project. The latest issue is completed in
1998 and is, among other data sources, based on a common
Nordic Statistical Database established by Statistics
Denmark. Work on a new issue has started for publication
in the summer of 1999.

Moreover, Fuentes Estadisticas has since January 1,
1997 an electronic edition. Our website has been visited
more than 50,000 times in its first year of existence. From
our homepage, anyone can access free of charge every old
issue of the magazine, methodological studies related to the
topic and many other interesting sections. We also have a
section which has links to many statistical servers of the
world that may be useful to our readers.

Further information may be obtained from each of the
16 cities, especially from the statistical authorities of the
capital cities.

Furthermore, in SEYDE, we elaborate and develop
many projects: I+D, for the European Union, for Latin
America, training courses, seminars and conferences.
That's why it is an excellent platform where university
students (seniors and Ph.D.) can do some training to help
them get closer to the business of the real world.

Fuentes Estadisticas

r,

Asian Development Bank (ADB)

CD
contact

[8l

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Prof. Gustavo Matfas, Director SEYDE
Facultad de Econ6micas y Empresariales
Universidad Aut6noma de Madrid
Cantoblanco, Autovfa de Colmenar, Km 15
28049 MADRID, Spain
+34 1 397 4546 / 397 5035
+34 1 397 4453
seydema@uam.es
http://www.festadisticas.fguam.es

The 'Seminario de Estudios y Difusi6n de las Estadisticas'
(SEYDE) is a joint organisation of the Spanish National
Statistical Institute (INE), the Universidad Aut6noma de
Madrid and Eurostat. SEYDE issues the monthly Spanish
publication Fuentes Estadisticas. Its purpose is to
contribute to the advancement of empirical knowledge of
the Spanish and European economic situation.
With that aim in mind, it has an Adviser Council formed
by many professionals of Economy and Statistics: Gustavo
Matias (Director of Fuentes Estadisticas), Fernando de
Esteban (European Comission), Jose Aranda (INE),
Ildefonso Villan (INE), Francisco Prieto (UAM), Daniel
Byk (Eurostat), Pedro Diaz Mufioz (Eurostat), Francisco
Andres Aparicio (INE), Antonio Argtieso (INE), Donato
Fernandez Navarrete (UAM), Antonio Pulido (UAM),
Eduardo Bueno (UAM), Jesus de la Serna (Press Society of
Madrid), Ignacio Duque (Comunidad de Madrid), Jose Juan
Toharia (Master of El Pais, UAM), Isabel Toledo (UAM),
Rafael Luengo (CEOE), Jose Luis Leal (Spanish
Association of Private Banking).

Fuentes Estadisticas issues monthly 10,000 copies to
teachers and students of every university of Spain, Latin
America and some other universities from countries across
the European Union and to business managers and scholars
from the top 1,000 bigger companies of Spain. This
includes industries, commercial and financial firms, media
and Public Administration of Spain at various stages:
central, autonomic and local.
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CD
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fax
e-mail
website

Dr. Isidoro P. David, Assistant Chief Economist
Asian Development Bank
PO Box 789
0980 MANILLA, Philippines
+632 632 6699
+632 636 2370
ipdavid@mail.asiandevbank.org
http://www.asiandevbank.org/

The Statistics and Data Systems Division (EDSD) is a
division of the Economics and Development Resource
Centre (EDRC). The major functions of the division are:
•

•
•
•

to co-ordinate the systematic collection of socioeconomic data and maintain a data bank required to
support bank activities,
to provide computerised statistical services for the
Bank's operational and analytical uses,
to conduct research on statistical methodology,
to formulate and provide technical assistance to
developing member countries (DMC's) on 1mprovmg
their statistical systems and services.

The data collection and compilation activities of the
division are undertaken through regular questionnaires sent
to statistical contacts, subscriptions to statistical
publications and electronic databases of international
agencies as well as, through Bank missions to DMC's. The
collection includes socio-economic data on population,
labour force, national accounts, production, energy, price
indexes, money, and banking, government finance, trade,
balance of payments, International reserves, exchange rates,
and external indebtedness of DMC's. These are stored and
maintained in the Statistical Database System (SDBS), the
Bank's relational database, which operates under a clientserver environment. The SDBS has a user-friendly on-line
query and data retrieval facility that allows all Bank staff to
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retrieve, browse, and download statistical information with
just a few clicks of a mouse. The SDBS also has a report
generation facility that automates the questionnaires for the
ADB Annual Report and the Key Indicators , the Division 's
main publication.
To meet the increasing demand for data in electronic
form, the EDSD homepage was set up to serve the data
needs of Bank staff as well as users outside the Bank.
Statistics included in the EDSD homepage form part of the
data collection stored in the SDBS. The EDSD homepage
can be accessed free of charge through the ADB website.
Information available on the ADB website includes project
profiles, publications, conferences and seminars, business
opportunities, news releases, and other related statistics.
EDSD continues to disseminate socio-economic data
through its annual publication Key Indicators of Developing
Asian and Pacific Countries. It also releases the back-toback fold-out, Basic Facts: DMC's of ADB, during the
Bank's annual meeting of the board of governors in April.
These publications supplement the other publications
regularly released by EDRC such as the Asian Development
Outlook, Asian Development Review.
As a multilateral development finance institution
engaged in promoting the economic and social progress of
its DMC ' s in the Asian and Pacific region, the ADB not
only extends loans and equity investments, but also
provides technical assistance . The primary function of
technical assistance is to facilitate the transfer of resources
and technology to enhance the institutional capabilities of
the DMC's. To this end EDSD has processed and
administered TA grants to improve the statistical systems
and services of the DMC's. On-going TAs include the
following:
Strengthening
the
Central
Statistical
Organisation (Bhutan). Agriculture Statistics Development
(Nepal), and Institutional Strengthening of the Philippine
System of National Accounts. These TAs fall under the
category of Advisory and Operational TA (AOTA) for they
provide assistance to a specific country.
Regional Technical Assistance (RETA) is another TA
category which is granted to serve the needs of two or more
countries. One particular RETA is to support the
institutional strengthening and collection of environment
statistics in 11 participating DMC 's. The profile of
approved technical assistance projects may be viewed on
the EDSD homepage.

African Development Bank (AJDB)

CD
contact

[8J

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Dr. Charles Leyeka Lufumpa, Manager
Statistics Division
Strategic Planning and Research Department
African Development Bank
01 BP 1387
ABIDJAN 01, Ivory Coast
+225 20 41 45
+225 20 49 48
c.lufumpa@afdb.org
http://www.afdb.org

The African Development Bank Group is an international
financial institution comprising all 53 African states plus 24
non-African states (respectively known as 'regional
member countries ' and ' non-regional member countries ').
The Bank, which was set up in 1963 , began operations in
1966 with 29 regional members . The headquarters of the
Bank is in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire (Ivory Coast) . The Bank
Group comprises the African Development Bank (AfDB),
the African Development Fund (ADF) and the Nigerian
Trust Fund (NTF). The Bank Group is part of the system of
the five major multilateral Development Banks that, in their
respective regions of the world, assist countries to achieve
their development objectives. The major purpose of the
Bank is to further economic development and social
progress of its regional members, individually and
collectively. To this end, the bank promotes investment of
public and private capital for development purposes,
primarily by providing loans and technical assistance from
its resources for specific projects and programs in regional
member countries.

Statistical Activities
The Statistics Division in the Strategic Planning and
Research Department manages the main statistical activities
of the Bank. The principle functions of the Division are:
•

•
•

•

to develop and maintain socio-economic databases
covering the major development indicators needed to
monitor economic and social progress in regional
member countries;
to develop and maintain databases on Bank Group
operations;
to conduct research aimed at improving statistical
methods and data collection in regional member
countries;
to serve as a liaison with other Bank Departments and
national and international organisations on statistical
issues and database management.

Statistical activities in the Bank are geared to serve its
operational activities. Further, different organisational and
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regional units in the Bank compile and maintain databases
for their respective operations.
Statistical information on the operational activities of
the Bank Group is provided in the annual publication
Compendium of Statistics. The Compendium contains
statistics on loan approvals, commitments, statements of
loans, procurement of goods and services, and co-financing
operations of the Bank Group.
Statistical analysis of the Bank Group operations are
also presented in the Bank's Annual Report. The Annual
Report has a wide circulation outside and inside the region.
The analysis on Bank Group operations in the report
emphasises the role of the institution in providing
development finance to its regional member countries.
Compilation of the socio-economic and financial
statistics on regional member countries is an integral part of
the Bank Group operational activities. Socio-economic
statistics, from internationally comparable databases
maintained in the Bank, are disseminated through two
publications: The African Development Report and Selected
Statistics on African Countries. The African Development
Report reviews the state of African economies and
examines development policy issues having important
bearings on the economic development of the continent.
The statistical tables in the report provide major
development indicators needed for monitoring economic
and social progress in regional member countries. Detailed
benchmark data for social and economic development in
the region are provided in the annual publication, Selected
Statistics on African Countries . In addition to these
publications, the Statistics Division plans to introduce
another publication on Gender, Poverty and Environmental
Indicators to facilitate monitoring of indicators relating to
the sustainability of the development process in Africa. In
1999, a pocketbook - summarising information in the
other statistical publications - will be published as a
supplement and quick reference material.

Bank for International Settlements (BIS)

also for its own economic monitoring and research work.
The statistical work of the BIS is carried out by its
Monetary and Economic Department. The data are stored in
a comprehensive database which is in principle only
accessible to member central banks of the BIS; however, in
the area of international financial and derivatives markets, a
wide range of statistics are published for external use.

International banking statistics
•

Locational banking statistics comprising quarterly data
on amounts outstanding of and exchange-rate-adjusted
changes in international assets and liabilities of banks in
18 major industrial countries and six other financial
centres, broken down by currency, country of
residence/business sector of counterparty and
nationality of reporting bank

•

Consolidated banking statistics comprising semi-annual
data on amounts outstanding of international claims of
banks in 18 major industrial countries on a world-wide
consolidated basis vis-a-vis developing countries and
offshore centres, broken down by country of
residence/business sector of borrower and residual
maturity of claim

•

Syndicated loans statistics comprising quarterly data on
announced international syndicated credit facilities,
broken down by nationality of borrower

Securities statistics
•

International debt securztzes statistics comprising
quarterly data on announced and completed issues,
repayments, net issues and amounts outstanding of
international debt secuntles (international money
market paper, bonds and notes), broken down further by
type and currency of issue and by business sector,
nationality and country of residence of borrower

•

International equity issues statistics comprising
quarterly data on announced international equity issues,
broken down by nationality of issuer

•

Domestic securities statistics comprising quarterly data
on amounts outstanding and net issues of domestic debt
securities in the OECD area and selected emerging
market countries, broken down by type of issue and by
business sector and country of residence of borrower

CD
contact
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telephone
fax

e-mail
website

Rainer Widera, Head of
International Financial Statistics
Monetary and Economic Department
Bank for International Settlements
CH-4002 BASLE, Switzerland
+41 61 280 8425
+41 61 280 9100
rainer.widera@bis.org
http ://www.bis.org

The main tasks of the Bank for International Settlements
(BIS) are to promote central bank co-operation and to
provide additional facilities for international financial
operations. It is in this context that the BIS collects and
processes a wide range of economic and financial statistics
primarily for the direct use of its member central banks, but
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Derivatives statistics
•

Exchange-traded derivatives statistics comprising
quarterly data on turnover and amounts outstanding (in
terms of both number of contracts and notional
amounts) of exchange-traded derivatives, broken down
by market risk category (currency, interest rate, equity,
commodity), type of instrument (future, option) and
location of trading (North America, Europe, Asia)

•

Over-the-counter
(OTC)
derivatives
statistics
comprising semi-annual and triennial data on turnover
and amounts outstanding (in terms of both notional
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amounts and market values) of OTC derivatives, broken
down by reporting country (turnover data only), market
risk category (currency, interest rate, equity,
commodity, credit derivatives), type of instrument
(forward, swap, option), type of counterparty (dealer,
other financial institution, non-financial customer),
maturity (up to one year, one to five years and over five
years) and currency
All sets of statistics are published in the BIS's Annual
Report, in its Quarterly Review: International Banking and
Financial Market Developments and on its website. The
quarterly international banking data on a residence basis are
also included in the semi-annual Statistics on External
Indebtedness: Bank and trade-related non-bank external
claims on individual borrowing countries and territories,
published jointly with the OECD. The results of the
consolidated banking statistics and the semi-annual and
triennial OTC derivatives statistics are also announced in
separate BIS press releases.
The BIS is also involved in the development of
statistical methodologies. In international banking statistics,
the Guide to the BIS Statistics on International Banking
(April 1995) provides a detailed account of the reporting
recommendations and current reporting practices. The BIS
Statistics on International Banking and Financial Market
Activity (August 1995) describes the coverage and purposes
of all the sets of financial market statistics published by the
BIS.
The BIS supports efforts to increase the efficiency of
data production and dissemination through international coordination and collaboration. It also participates in a
number of international statistical committees and working
groups which deal with the harmonisation of statistical
definitions and concepts.
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International Statistical and Related Associations
International Biometric Society (JBS)
17□■
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INTERNATIONAL
BIOMETRIC
SOCIETY

CD
contact

[8J
telephone
fax

e-mail
website

Charles McGrath
International Biometric Society
1444 Eye Street NW, Suite 700
WASHINGTON, DC 20005-2210, USA
+1 202 712 9049
+1 202 216 9646
ibs@bostromdc.com
http ://www.tibs.org

Purpose

•
•
•
•
•
•

Statistics for Environmental Data;
Bayesian Methods in Biometry;
Exposure
Measurement
Error
in
Epidemiology;
Dynamic Graphics;
Non-linear Models and Optimal Design;
AIDS in the 1990's.

Nutritional

Events
The Society organises biennial International Biometric
Conferences (IBC) following the concept of 'diversity
throughout the world.' Each set of three consecutive IBC 's
is held once in North America, once in Europe and once in
the rest of the world. In August 1994, the IBC was held in
Canada; in July 1996 in The Netherlands; in December
1998 in Cape Town, South Africa. In July 2000, the IBC
will be held in San Francisco, USA.

The International Biometric Society is an international
society for the advancement of biological science through
the development of quantitative theories and the
application, development and dissemination of effective
mathematical and statistical techniques. The Society
welcomes as members biologists, mathematicians,
statisticians, and others interested in applying similar
techniques.

Publications

International Growth

•

Biometrics, the scientific journal of the Society, is
published quarterly. Its general objectives are to
promote and extend the use of mathematical and
statistical methods in various subject-matter disciplines,
by describing and exemplifying developments in these
methods and their application in a form readily
assimilable by experiments and those concerned
primarily with analysis of data. The journal is a ready
medium for publication of papers by both the
experimentalist and the statistician. The papers in the
journal include statistical, authoritative, expository or
review articles, and analytical or methodological papers
contributing to the planning or analysis of experiments
and surveys, of the interpretation of data. Many of the
papers in Biometrics contain worked examples of the
statistical analyses proposed.

•

Journal of Agricultural, Biological and Environmental
Statistics (JABES) is published jointly by the American
Statistical Association and the International Biometric
Society. The purpose of JABES is to contribute to the
development and use of statistical methods in the
agricultural sciences, the biological sciences including
biotechnology, and the environmental sciences
including sciences dealing with natural resources.
Published articles are expected to be of immediate and
practical value to applied researchers and statistical
consultants in these fields. Only papers addressing

The Regional organisations have different patterns of
meeting. The only role of the Society regarding these
meetings is to provide information for all members about
the Region 's activities through the Biometric Bulletin . The
Society supports the development of Biometric Networks in
areas of the world where there are only a few members.

At the end of 1998, there were some 6,700 members in the
Society from nearly 100 countries. At present, the Society
has 16 Regional and 176 National Groups involving 95% of
the total membership. The areas with the most members
are: USA (2,700), Germany (900), UK (400), Japan (280),
Austro--Swiss region (270), and France (220). Recently,
new Groups have been set up in Columbia, Venezuela,
Botswana, Guatemala, Argentina and Nigeria.

Scientific Orientation
The scientific interest of the Society is well reflected in the
topics of the Invited Paper programme of the XVIIIth
International Biometric Conference (Amsterdam, The
Netherlands, 1996). The topics were as follows :
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

Radiation Risks;
Approaches for Extending Generalised Linear Models
with Random Effects and Corresponding Components
of Variance;
Image Analysis in Biology;
Non-compliance in Clinical Trials;
Stochastic Multivariate Models of Population
Dynamics;
Allowing for Competition Effects in the Design and
Analysis of Experiments in Agriculture, Horticulture
and Forestry;
Design and Analysis of Ecological Studies;
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applied
statistical
problems
are
considered.
Interrlisciplinary papers as well as papers which
illustrate the application of new and/or important
statistical methods using real data are strongly
encouraged. Expository, review and survey articles
addressing broad-based statistical issues are particularly
valuable.
•

The edition of the Biometric Monograph Series is
ongoing.

•

The Biometric Bulletin (quarterly) contains news about
meetings, regional organisations, members and abstracts
of papers from regional meetings.

Meetings
Each region or national group of the Society holds its own
programme of meetings. The content of these events
reflects the broad interests of the Society, including both
quantitative techniques and application areas. Larger
regional events are sometimes held in the form of
conferences. The Society holds a large international
conference (IBC) every two years.

Membership
Individuals usually join as Regular members. The Society
also operates a Student membership. Applications for all
classes of membership must be approved by the appropriate
Regional or National Secretary or, in the case of applicants
for 'At Large' membership, by the General Secretary. The
annual membership dues include a subscription to
Biometrics and the Biometric Bulletin. Annual dues are
determined separately by each Region and Group and paid
to the Regional Treasurer or National Secretary. The
membership includes dues paid by each Region and Group
to the International Office to cover the cost of Biometrics
and the Biometric Bulletin .
Information about the Society and the Regional and
Group activities can be obtained from the appropriate
Regional or National Secretary or from the International
Office. Enquiries should be sent to the appropriate Regional
or National Secretary. If there is no Region or Group in
your area, please contact the International Office.

International Society for Clinical
Biostatistics (ISCB)

ISCB
CD
contact

~
telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Karsten Schmidt, President ISCB
ISCB Permanent Office
PO Box 25
DK-3480FREDENSBORG,Denmark
+45 48 484 100
+45 48 484 200
ISCB@post3.tele.dk
http://www .tibs .org

The International Society for Clinical Biostatistics (ISCB)
was founded in 1978 to stimulate research into the
principles and methodology used in the design and analysis
of clinical research and to increase the relevance of
statistical theory to the real world of clinical medicine.
The ISCB organises an annual scientific meeting which
members and non-members are able to attend. The main
objective of the annual scientific meetings is to create an
opportunity for the exchange of knowledge, experience and
ideas among clinicians, statisticians and members of other
disciplines, such as epidemiologists, clinical chemists and
clinical pharmacologists, working or interested in the field
of clinical biostatistics.
The scientific meetings cover a broad spectrum of
biostatistical interests and regularly include sessions on the
design and analysis of clinical trials, epidemiology and
statistical methodology, as well as from time to time
considering more specialist issues such as, for example,
education of biometricians and biometrics users,
pharmacokinetics,
medical
databases
and
pharmacoepidemiology. Each meeting includes a mm1symposium devoted to a particular medical or statistical
field. Examples have been:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Organ Transplantation,
Regulatory Affairs in Europe and North America,
Quality of Life,
Statistics in Medical Journals,
Prevention Trials,
Innovative Methods in Drug Development,
Vaccine Trials,
Healthcare Assessment and Pharmaco-Economics,
Analysis of Non-compliance in Clinical Trials.

A selection of talks at the meetings, for which papers
are submitted for review and which are eventually accepted,
are published in Statistics in Medicine . The ISCB benefits
from a special journal concession from John Wiley & Sons
Limited, the publishers of Statistics in Medicine, so that
members are able to subscribe to the journal at a
preferential rate.
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The ISCB also organises courses to cover particular
statistical topics. These are run to precede or follow on
from the annual scientific meeting and are given by the
foremost researchers in the field. Courses have included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Non-Parametric Methods in Medical Research,
Decision Analysis in Early- Phase Drug Trials,
Analysis of Longitudinal Data,
Martingales in Survival Analysis,
Issues in the Design of Clinical Trials,
Sample Size Calculations in Clinical Trials,
Overdispersion,
Repeated Measures and Longitudinal Data,
Analysis of Ordered Categorical Data,
Cross-over Trials in Clinical Research,
Analysis of Repeated Measures,
Survival Analysis,
Extending the Cox Model,
Statistical Methods for Genetic Epidemiology,
Practical Bayesian Methods for Clinical Trials,
An Introduction to Statistical Issues,
Issues on Conducting Clinical Trials,
Statistical Methods in Sequential Monitoring of Clinical
Trials Data,
Applications of Computationally Intensive Methods in
Clinical Trials.

•

Fraud: The Subcommittee will have the following
goals: I. to investigate the role of biostatistics in the
prevention and detection of fraud in clinical research;
and 2. to promote the role of appropriate biostatistical
contributions in the assessment of misconduct. The
subcommittee will produce a position paper reflecting
the opinions of its members. The chairman is Dr. Marc
Buyse (Belgium).

•

Statistics in Regulatory Affairs: This subcommittee will
consider and influence the development in regulatory
requirements, guidelines and other documents
concerning the scientific aspects of data collection,
management, analysis and reporting. Also, the
subcommittee will work on issuing new guidelines on
these topics where needed. This subcommittee is
chaired by Prof. Helmut Schafer of the Institute of
Medical Biometry, Marburg (Germany).

•

Education : This subcommittee will assess the feasibility
of organising a one- or two-day course on contemporary methods in Clinical Biostatistics which will
involve several members as lecturers and be presented
in locations represented by the Society. This includes
assessment of costs and organisation of such a course.
The Subcommittee will be responsible for planning the
course curriculum and selection lectures. The
subcommittee will also receive requests from members
that this course be given at their location and evaluate
them.

The annual general meeting of the ISCB is organised to
coincide with the scientific meeting.

Committees
The current composition of the Executive Committee is as
follows :
Officers: President, Dr. Karsten Schmidt (Denmark); VicePresident, Dr. Nancy Geller (USA); Secretary, Mr. Simon
Day (UK); Treasurer, Dr. Bernhard Huitfeldt (Sweden).
Other Members : Newsletter Editor, Dr. David Warne
(Switzerland), Past President, Dr. Marc Buyse (Belgium),
and Dr. Mike Campbell (UK), Dr. Bruno Cesana (Italy),
Dr. Albert Cobos (Spain), Prof. Ted Colton (USA), Prof.
Michael Schemper (Austria), Dr. Jorgen Seldrup (UK), and
Prof. John Whitehead (UK).

The ISCB also has four special subcommittees dealing
with particular aspects of biostatistics :
•

A particular focus in recent years has been in Statistics
in Drug Regulatory Affairs. The chairman of the ISCB
subcommittee on Statistics m European Drug
Regulation (SEDREG) is Prof. Wolfgang Kopcke,
University of Munster, Germany. The terms of
reference and functions for the SEDREG Subcommittee
is to finalise as soon as possible the position paper being
prepared by the former Executive Team members. A
final edition of the paper approved by the Committee
will soon be available at which time the Subcommittee
should be disabled.

John Whitehead chairs the Student Conference
Awards subcommittee that looks at ways of encouraging
students to attend meetings.
The Society publishes a Newsletter three times a year.
The editor is David Warne, Chemin Frank- Thomas 32,
CH- 1208, Geneva, Switzerland. Items for inclusion in the
Newsletter should be sent to him, if possible on a 3.5" disk,
in Word 6 format or text, or by e-mail to :
100557.2260@compuserve.com. See also our website at:
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepges/David_ W_ Warne.
Membership of the Society is open to all with an
interest in biostatistics. Membership of the Society is drawn
from over 30 countries world-wide and the number of
members is over 700.

The Econometric Society

CD
contact

telephone
fa x
e-mail
website

Prof. Julie P. Gordon, Secretary
The Econometric Society
Department of Economics
Northwestern University
EVANSTON, IL 60208-2600, USA
+1 847 491 3615
+1 847 491 5427
jpg@nwu.edu
http :/www.econometric. society .org
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The Econometric Society, founded in 1930, is an
international society for the advancement of economic theory
in its relation to statistics and mathematics. Its main object is
to promote studies that aim at the unification of the
theoretical-quantitative and the empirical-quantitative
approach to economic problems and that are penetrated by
constructive and rigorous thinking similar to that which has
come to dominate in the natural sciences.

Institute of Mathematical Statistics (IMS)

CD
contact

The Officers are: President, Prof. Robert B. Wilson,
Stanford University (USA); Vice-Presidents: Prof. Elhanan
Helpman, Harvard University (USA), and Prof. A vinash
Dixit, Princeton University (USA); Past President: Prof.
Jean Tirole, Universite des Sciences Sociales de Toulouse
(France); Secretary: Prof. Julie P. Gordon, Northwestern
University (USA); and Treasurer: Prof. Robert J. Gordon,
Northwestern University (USA).
Membership is open to anyone seriously interested in
the objectives of the Society. There are individual
memberships as well as memberships for institutions and
for students at varying rates. There are presently about
3,200 institutional members and 3,500 individual members.
General Meetings: Each year there are two North
American meetings, one European meeting, one Latin
American meeting and one Australasian meeting, and a
meeting every other year in the Far East and in India and
South-East Asia. In addition, a World Congress is held every
five years.
Regular publications include: Econometrica, a journal
published bi-monthly and the Econometric Society's
Monograph Series, published by Cambridge University
Press. The Series currently consists of twenty-eight
scholarly monographs authored by distinguished
economists.
The following meetings are programmed for 1999/2000:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

North American Winter Meeting, New York, USA,
January 3-5, 1999;
North American Summer Meeting, Madison, USA, June
24-27, 1999;
Far Eastern Meeting, Singapore, July 1-3, 1999;
Australasian Meeting, Sydney, Australia, July 7-9,
1999;
Latin American Meeting, Cancun, Mexico, August 2-6,
1999;
European Meeting, Santiago de Compostela, Spain,
August 29-September 1, 1999;
North American Winter Meeting, Boston, USA, January
7-9, 2000;
World Congress, Seattle, USA, August 2000.

telephone
fax

e-mail
website

Elyse Gustafson, IMS Business Manager
IMS Business Office
3401 Investment Bid. #7
HAYWARD, CA 94545-3819, USA
+1 510 738 8141
+ 1 510 783 4131
ims@imstat.org
http://www.imstat.org

The Institute of Mathematical Statistics is an international
organization with officers from all over the world. Its
Business Office is located in Hayward, California, USA. It
operates closely with the American Statistical Association
(ASA), the Biometric Society, the Statistical Society of
Canada (SSC), the Bernoulli Society, the American
Mathematical Society (AMS), the Society for Industrial and
Applied Mathematics (SIAM), and other organizations
involved with statisti<;s. ·
The scientific journals of IMS are: The Annals of
Applied Probability, The Annals of Probability, The Annals
of Statistics, and Statistical Science. The newsletter is the
IMS Bulletin. It also publishes a Lecture Notes-Monograph
Series, with a present count in the thirties, and co-publishes
the Journal of Computational and Graphical Statistics
(with ASA and the Interface Foundation of North America),
the Current Index in Statistics in both printed and computer
form (with ASA), and the CBMS-NSF Regional Conference
Series in Probability and Statistics (with ASA). The
electronic journals Electronic Journal of Probability and
Electronic Communications in Probability are affiliated
with IMS.
IMS also organises several meetings every year. The
regular meetings usually consist of three regional and one
general meeting. They are often joint meetings with the
ASA, the Biometric Society (ENAR and WNAR), the
Bernoulli Society, the SSC, and other organisations. Each
year, at the annual meeting, two internationally known
speakers are chosen to deliver the Waid Lecture, and, in
alternate years, the Rietz Lecture and the Neyman Lecture.
IMS also sponsors or co-sponsors many meetings in
specialised areas of research of current interest depending
on the demands of its members. To further cater to small
groups of researchers with highly specialised interests, IMS
has been sponsoring several satellite meetings or workshops
just prior to the annual meeting that have become very
popular.
The IMS Presidents are for 1998-1999 Stephen
Fienberg, and for 1999-2000 Morris (Joe) Eaton.
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The IMS 1999-2000 Programme consists of the
following conferences and meetings:

Technical Committees as far as the application of statistical
methods is concerned.

•

The last plenary meeting of ISO/TC 69 was held in June
1998. The 1999 meeting of ISOffC 69 will be held in
Warsaw, Poland.

IMS Eastern Regional Meeting/ENAR Spring Meeting,
Atlanta, USA, 28-31 March 1999;
• IMS Western Regional Meeting/WNAR Summer
Meeting, Seattle, USA, 27-30 June 1999;
• New Researcher's Workshop, Baltimore, USA, 4-7
August 1999;
• Joint Statistical Meetings/IMS Annual Meeting,
Baltimore, USA, 8-12 August 1999
• IMS Annual Meeting/5th World Congress of Bernoulli
Society, Guanajuato, Mexico, 15-20 May 2000;
• Symposium on Inferences for Stochastic Processes,
Athens, USA, May 2000;
• Joint Statistical Meetings, Indianapolis, USA, 13-17
August 2000.

International Organisation for
Standardisation (ISO)

There are five subcommittees:
•
•
•

Terminology and symbols;
Application of statistical methods in standardisation;
Application of statistical methods in process
management;
Acceptance sampling;
Measurement methods and results.

•
•

These subcommittees have working groups.
The ISOffC 69 Chairman is : M.C. Perruchet (France).
Its Secretary is: Mme V. Montoya, AFNOR, 92049 Paris
La Defense, France. Telephone: +33 1 42 91 55 55; e-mail:
international@email.afnor.fr.

Publications
Related ISO publications include:
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Ms. Janet Maillard, Information Officer
ISO/IEC Information Centre
1, rue de Varembe
CH-1211 GENEVA 20, Switzerland
+41 22 749 0111
+41 22 733 3430
+41 22 05 (iso ch)
central@iso.ch
http://www.iso.ch/

The multiplication of economic, product or service delivery
exchanges, as well as scientific and technical exchanges
encourages the development of standards intended to
facilitate these said exchanges, by proposing a common
language and reference system which has become
increasingly essential.
The International Organisation for Standardisation
(ISO) is the world's largest non-governmental body
producing technical standards. ISO's work programme
ranges from standards for traditional activities, such as
agriculture and construction, through mechanical
engineering,
the
newest
information
technology
developments and the non-sector-specific standards on
quality management and environmental management.

ISO/TC 69 Technical Committee
In this context, the ISOffC 69 Technical Committee, set up
in 1948 and entitled 'Applications of Statistical Methods',
is responsible for standardisation in the application of
statistical methods, including generation, collection
(planning and design), analysis, presentation and
interpretation of data. This Technical Committee is also
ensured with the function of advisory body for all ISO

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ISO Standards Handbook (in English and French)
Statistical Methods for Quality Control (2 volumes)
Quantities and Units
Guide to the Expression of Uncertainty in Measurement
International Vocabulary of Basic and General Terms
in Metrology
SI Guide (English only)
ISO 9000 Compendium

International Institute for Vital Registration
and Statistics (IIVRS)

CD
contact

t8:)
telephone
fax

Secretariat IIVRS
9650 Rockville Pike
BETHESDA, MD 20814, USA
+1 301 897 8998 / 301 530 7131
+1 301 571 1855

The IIVRS was incorporated in 1974 as a non-profit
organisation in the District of Columbia (USA) to promote
the development of civil registration and vital statistics in
the developing countries. At the close of 1998, there were
over 500 national members.

Technical Assistance Program
In response to the request for technical assistance from
Belize to improve its CR/VS systems, a member of the
IIVRS and a representative of the Pan-American Health
Organisation made a site visit. A report of the visit with
recommendations for reform of the system has been
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transmitted to the Government of Belize. In addition, six
Personal Computers were shipped to the RegistrarGeneral's office from the overflow stock of the PanAmerican Health Organisation.

Other Activities
The membership of IIVRS was canvassed to obtain their
views on the future program of IIVRS . The expression of
support received from the membership was gratifying.
However, unless a donor agency can be found to fund the
program at its present level, changes will have to be made
in the activities to be undertaken in the future . To this end,
contingency plans were made. One of these is to establish
an international association of registration and vital
statistics executives to carry on some of the activities of the
IIVRS.

Publications
The IIVRS publishes an annual Directory of Members
based on information received from countries and agencies;
a newsletter, the IIVRS Chronicle, which gives brief items
on national and international activities relating to civil
registration and vital statistics; a series of Technical Papers
including descriptions of national systems and expositions
on selected technical, organisational and procedural topics.
These publications are distributed without charge to
members.

European Federation of Statisticians in the
Pharmaceutical Industry (EFSPI)

CD
contact

[81
telephone
fax

e-mail

Dr. Bernhard Huitfeldt, President of EFSPI
Astra Arcus AB
Biostatics & Clinical Information Systems
S-15185 SODERTAUE, Sweden
+46 855 327 385
+46 855 328 884
bernhard.huitfeldt@arcus .se.astra .com

The Federation is open to nationally constituted groups of
statisticians who are working in or for the pharmaceutical
industry. Thus, EFSPI is engaged in statistical aspects of
research, development, production and surveillance of
drugs, biologics and medical devices.
The objectives of the Federation are (according to the
EFSPI constitution):
•

•

to exchange information on and to harmonise attitudes
to the practice of statistics in the European
pharmaceutical industry and within the member groups;
to promote professional standards of statistics and the
standing of the statistical profession in matters pertinent
to the European pharmaceutical industry;
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•

to offer a collective expert input on statistical matters to
national and international authorities and other
associations and organisations.

The Federation was constituted and officially launched
in August 1992. There are now nine member groups
(representing Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy,
the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK) and one
associated group (Spain), with, in total, over 2000
members. Thus 10 European countries are represented via
EFSPI and can be reached by mailings organised by the
respective national groups.
EFSPI has established a number of special interest
groups ( including those in veterinary statistics and in nonclinical statistics); there has also been an EFSPI working
party considering the question of certification of
statisticians and guidance on the interpretation of the term
'qualified and experienced statistician', a description used
in regulatory guidelines. The results of this work will be
published in the DIA Journal.
However, the main activities of the Federation are
concerned with guidelines for and other regulatory aspects
of statistical issues in clinical trials. Recently, this has
involved EFSPI input to a number of guidelines including:
•

•

guidelines issued by the CPMP (Committee for
Proprietary Medicinal Products) of the European
Community, including those on Good Clinical Practice
and on Biostatistical methodology in Clinical Trials;
ICH guidelines on the Structure and Content of Clinical
Trials Reports ; on Statistical Principles for Clinical
Trials, and on the Choice of Control Group; all
developed under the International Conference on
Harmonisation process.

In each case review comments have been harmonised
between the member EFSPI groups and sent to the
regulatory agencies and industry associations as a joint
statement.
Co-operation has been achieved with a number of other
organisations including:
•

•

•
•

the EFPIA (European Federation of Pharmaceutical
Industries Association), concerning European regulatory
issues;
the FDA (Food and Drug Administration) and the
PhRMA (Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers'
Association) - Biostatistics subsection, both in the
USA, concerning regulatory harmonisation;
the DIA (Drug Information Association) concerning
scientific publications and conferences;
the ISCB (International Society for Clinical
Biostatistics).
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European Organisation for Quality (EOQ)

CD
contact

[8J

telephone
fax

Max Contrad, Secretary-General
European Organisation for Quality
General Secretariat
PO Box 5032
CH-3001 BERNE, Switzerland
+41 31 320 6166
+41 31 320 6828

The European Organisation for Quality (EOQ) is an
autonomous, non-profit association operating under Swiss
Law. EOQ is the European interdisciplinary organisation
striving for effective improvement in the sphere of quality
management as the co-ordinating body and catalyst of its
Full Member Organisations. The mission of EOQ is to
facilitate the exchange of information and experience, and
the development of knowledge in the area of quality theory
and practice, in order to enhance European competitiveness.
The EOQ was founded in 1956 at the initiative of
personalities from France, Germany, The Netherlands, Italy
and the United Kingdom. Its name was then 'European
Organisation for Quality Control' (EOQC). In 1989, the
name of the association was changed to 'European
Organisation for Quality ' (EOQ), taking into account the
developments in quality science such as the introduction of
quality system standards, quality management systems,
Total Quality Management philosophy and related methods
and instruments. Currently,
34 national quality
organisations have joined the EOQ.
From the very beginning the principal means of
fostering the aims of EOQ were:
•
•
•
•
•

organising of congresses, seminars and the like
establishing of committees and sections
publishing periodicals, recommendations and reports
exchanging
documentation,
literature,
speakers,
instructors, instructional aides, etc.
maintaining contacts with international associations and
cultivating relations with affiliate societies and with
institutional members world-wide.

EOQ Annual Congresses are organised by the national
member bodies. Delegates are offered a variety of invited
lectures on the theme of the congress as well as several
parallel sessions, seminars and workshops with
contributions on various specific topics of quality. Overall
themes are chosen to provide information on the latest
trends in the fields of quality management.
Committees and Sections have the basic purpose of
contributing to the well-being of mankind by facilitating the
systematic, international exchange of knowledge and
actJv1tJes between scientists, experts and quality
practitioners relating to methods of ensuring that products
and services are adequate for their intended purpose.
Committees are intended to undertake projects which are

broadly based and cover particular aspects common to a
variety of industries for the purpose of promoting or
disseminating specialist knowledge and methods .
Objectives include identifying current problem areas
requiring research, development of specialised professional
methods and knowledge needed in the area of quality
management, i.e. for quality specification, quality
attainment and quality improvement, and disseminating
such methods and knowledge as widely as possible. These
objectives may be realised in seminars on specific topics
and by publishing seminar proceedings, conclusions or
recommendations as well as information on activities for
interested parties.

EOQ Committees and Sections
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Education and Training Committee
Dependability Committee
Committee on Statistical Methods
Software Quality Committee
Committee on Human Factors in Quality
Management
COM 13: Committee on Environmental Quality
SEC 1: Automotive Section
Section Agrifood
SEC 8:
COM 1:
COM 3:
COM 5:
COM7 :
COM 12:

For the planning and realisation of certain projects of
general interest to the EOQ, Steering Committees and
Working Groups may be formed on behalf of the General
Assembly . Currently two such groups are active: the
working group on 'The Evolution of Quality' and the
working group for ' The Registration/Certification of
Quality Personnel'.
The latter has elaborated the Harmonised Scheme for
the Registration/Certification of Quality Professionals,
Quality System Managers and Quality Auditors . The main
idea behind this scheme is that qualification levels and
registration systems for quality personnel will be
harmonised throughout the education and training
programmes in the member organisations. When
conformity with the requirements is reached, Quality
Personnel with a national certificate may obtain the EOQ
diploma.

Publications
European Quality is the official journal of the EOQ and is
edited six times per year. European Quality is a high- level
management publication focused on quality in all aspects.
Other EOQ publications are the Annual Report/Handbook, proceedings from Annual Congresses and
from Seminars and Conferences organised by the Committees and Sections.
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Internal Federation for Information
Processing (IFIP)

CD
contacts

(8J
telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Plamen Nedkov, Executive Director
Dorothy Hayden, Administrative Assistant
IFIP Secretariat
Hofstrasse 3
A-2361 LAXENBURG, Austria
+43 223 673 616
+43 223 673 616 9
ifip@ifip.or.at
http://www.ifip.or.at/

Origins
IFIP traces its roots to the very first major international
conference on computers and computing which was held in
Paris in 1959 under the auspices of UNESCO.
Representatives of the main computer societies active in
computing got together at that meeting to explore ways of
building on the achievements of the conference. As a result,
thirteen national computer societies agreed to found in 1960
an international federation and named it IFIP - the
International Federation for Information Processing.
IFIP's principal aims were and are to foster international
co-operation, to stimulate research, development and
applications and to encourage education and the
dissemination and exchange of information on all aspects of
computing and communication.
IFIP's creation was well timed. In the 1960s there began
a veritable explosion in the growth of the computer industry
and in the application of its products. Within the life-span
of IFIP, information technology (as it is widely known
today) has become a potent instrument affecting people in
everything from their education and work to their leisure
and in their homes. It is a powerful tool in science and
engineering, in commerce and industry, in education and
administration and in entertainment.

Congresses and Major Conferences
IFIP's flagship event is its World Computer Congress,
currently held biennial. The fifteenth was held from 31
August-4 September 1998, jointly hosted by our Austrian
and Hungarian Members in Vienna and Budapest.
The nature of these Congresses has changed
substantially over the years. They are no longer of the allsinging and -dancing variety, addressing every conceivable
facet of our field. Instead they consist of three or four
independent conferences, each dealing with a major
specialised subject. These run in parallel so that some more
general keynote addresses can be attended by all
participants who can also share in social and other
activities.
In addition there are major international conferences
organised by our technical Committees. These include
events dealing with Production Engineering, Security,
Computers in Education, and Human Computer Interaction.
The IFIP Secretariat is able to provide further information
which is also available on our on- line data bases.

Technical Activities
At the heart of IFIP lie its Technical Committees that,
between them, count on the active participation of some
two thousand people world-wide. There are 12 such
Committees and each Committee is in effect, a management
team responsible for a given field of activity and for the
work of from 3 to 9 Working Groups, a total of over 70.
These Groups work in a variety of ways to share experience
and to develop their specialised knowledge. These include
open conferences, smaller working conferences, seminars
and tutorials, circulated papers and, increasingly, as befits
our subject, electronic conferencing and e-mail.

Publications
Many IFIP events are linked to publications and there are
annually 30 to 40 IFIP books. Our principal publisher is:
Kluwer Academic Publishers, 101 Philip Drive, Assinippi
Park, Norwell, MA 02261, USA. Tel. +1 781 871 6311 ; Fax
+ 1 781 871 7507. Our principal contact is Yana Lambert
[e-mail: yana.lambert@wkap.com] .

Membership

IFIP Newsletter

Today, IFIP has 44 Full Member societies and a total of 56
countries participate in our work. In addition, there are 10
Affiliate members, international -organisations in their own
right specialising in a part of the field of IT.

A vital element of IFIP's communication with its members
and with all who participate in our work is the IFIP
Newsletter. This is published quarterly in both hard copy
and electronic form. The Newsletter editor is: Dr. Jack
Rosenfeld, IBM Journal of Research and Development,
T.J. Watson Research Center, PO Box 218, Yorktown
Heights, NY 10598-0218, USA. Tel. : + 1 914 945 2362 ;
Fax: + l 914 945 2018; e-mail: rosenj@watson.ib.com.
Newsletter online: http://www.ifip.or.at/newsl.htm.

Organisation
A General Assembly of all its Members takes place
annually and has overall responsibility for all of IFIP 's
strategy, finance and activities. It elects a President, four
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary and eight
Trustees, who together form the IFIP Council which meets
twice a year.
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Relationships
IFIP enjoys friendly cooperation with a number of
international organisations. First among these is UNESCO
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which has commissioned from IFIP several projects on
computer education and which supports the participation in
Congresses of some people from developing countries. IFIP
is a Scientific Associate of ICSU (International Council of
Scientific Unions) .
There are four international federations with which IFIP
collaborates. These are: IFAC (International Federation of
Automatic Control), !MASC (International Association for
Mathematics and Computers in Simulation), IFORS
(International Federation of Operational Research
Societies) and IMEKO (International Measurement
Confederation).

International Federation of Operational
Research Societies (/FORS)

societies are represented. The Administrative Committee
meets when the need arises, about once a year.

Regular Publications
•

International Abstracts in Operations Research
(IAOR);
International Transactions in Operational Research
(ITOR);
!FORS Bulletin.

•
•

Inter-American Statistical Institute (/AS/)

CD
contact

~

telephone
fax
e-mail

CD
contact

telephone
fax
e-mail

Ms. Loretta Pergrina, !FORS Secretary
Richard Ivey School of Business
University of Western Ontario
LONDON, Canada N6A 3K7
+1 519 661 4420
+1 519 661 3485
IFORS@Ivey.uwo.ca

contact

Secretariat of IASI
c/o Direcci6n de Estadistica y Censo
Contraloria General de la Republica
Apartado 5213
PANAMA 5, Panama
+507 223-1931 / 223-6535 / 264-3734
+507 223-6535 / 269-7294
fabpan@pananet.com
cgrdec@keops.utp .ac.pa (attention IASI)

in Panama:

in Argentina :

telephone
fax
e-mail

Founded: 1959.

Officers (1998-2000)
President: Andres Weintraub (Chile); Immediate Past
President: Peter Bell (Canada); Vice Presidents: R. Abrams
(USA); Graham Rand (UK); Celso Ribeiro (Brazil); Moshe
Sniedovich (Australia); Dominique de Werra (Switzerland);
Treasurer: Hugh Bradley (USA); Secretary: Loretta
Peregrina (Canada).

Scope
The development of operational research as a unified
science and its advancement in all nations of the world.

Founded: May 12, 1940.

Officers
•

•
•
•

Membership
•

•

Full membership: established national societies whose
primary object individually is the advancement of
Operational Research.
Kindred society membership: any organisation
interested in Operational Research or in the activities of
the Federation. Kindred Societies have no voting power,
but are allowed all other privileges of membership.

Evelio 0. Fabbroni, Secretary
IASI
Balcarce 184, 2nd floor, Office 211
(1327) BUENOS AIRES, Argentina
+ 54 1 349 5772 / 1 349 5777
+54 1 349 5776
efabb@indec.mecon.ar

•

Executive Committee: President (1998-2000), Pedro A.
Morettin (Brazil); President Elect ( 1998-2000) and
President (2000-2002), Raul P. Mentz (Argentina);
Vice Presidents (1998-2000), Daniel Pena Sanchez de
Rivera (Spain), and Estela Bee Dagum (Canada).
Technical Secretary: Evelio 0. Fabbroni (Argentina).
Standing Committee for Seminars on Statistical
Methods: Chairman, Raul P. Mentz (Argentina).
Editors for the journal Estadistica: Theory and
Applications, Manuel Mendoza R. (Mexico); Official
Statistics, Clyde Charre de Trabuchi (Argentina).
Editor for the Newsletter: Evelio 0 . Fabbroni
(Argentina).

Scope
The Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI) is a
professional organisation whose purpose is to promote
statistical development in the American Region. It seeks the
following objectives:

IFORS has 44 full membership societies and 4 kindred
society memberships; about 30,000 people.

•

General Meetings

•

During the Triennial Conference, a general meeting is
usually held where representatives from all member-

•

development and strengthening of the statistical
profession;
promotion and dissemination of advances in statistical
theory and methods;
improvement in the methodology for production of both
governmental and non-governmental statistics;
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•

•

promotion of measures aimed at improving the
comparability and availability of economic and social
statistics among the nations of the region ;
co-operation
with
national
and
international
organisations in activities aimed at statistical
improvement in the region.

Affiliation
IASI is an Affiliated member of ISI, has Consultative
Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations, and is co-ordinated with the General Secretariat of
the Organisation of American States (OAS).

under the auspices of ISI and IASS . The Meeting was
mainly oriented to the analysis and discussion of the
Redesign of the Current Household Survey of Argentina,
addressed to the study of the labour market.
The Meeting included:
•
•
•

Membership
Individual: 232; institutional: 30, including governmental
and affiliated.

General Meetings
Seminars on Statistical Methods, one every second year
(odd years) since 1987, with joint sponsorship of other
organisations. Technical meetings on public statistics, one
every second year (even years), starting in 1998 with a
meeting on Household Surveys in Buenos Aires.

Publications
•

•
•
•

Journal Estadistica , two issues per year (June and
December).
Newsletter, four issues per year (March, June,
September, and December).
Proceedings of Seminars.
Reports for the technical meetings on public statistics.

Main Activities in 1998
•

•

•

First meeting on public statistics, on Household
Surveys: Redesign of the Current Household Survey of
Argentina.
Organisation of the seventh seminar on applied
statistics, on Statistical Methods in Finance and
Economics .
Publication of two numbers of Estadistica and four
issues of the Newsletter.

Representation of /AS/ in meetings held in 1998
•

Joint IASS/IAOS Conference on Statistics for Economic
and Social Development, Aguascalientes, Mexico,
September 1-4, 1998.

Meeting on Public Statistics conducted in 1998
The Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI) has started a
new series of technical meetings destined to deal with
topics on public statistics, to be held in even-numbered
years.
The first meeting in this new series, devoted to
Household Surveys: Redesign of the Current Household
Survey of Argentina, was held in Buenos Aires on June 3-5,
1998. It was jointly organised by IASI and the National
Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INDEC) of Argentina,
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Sessions with an Experts Panel which debated different
aspects of a working document presented by IND EC;
Invited Conferences on important aspects of the
household surveys, delivered by prominent statisticians;
Contributed papers, especially:
- papers by official statisticians, describing the current
situation of the household surveys in the countries,
- papers in which information provided by household
surveys was critically used and analysed.

The Experts Panel, co-ordinated by Pilar MartinGuzman, President of INE, Spain, debated the following
topics of the Redesign project: thematic contents,
geographical scope and frequency of the information
collection, use of the technology to achieve greater
efficiency, and quality management in all stages of the
process.
The International Programme Committee was composed
of Hector Eduardo Montero (INDEC), Raul Mentz (IASI),
Jean-Louis Bodin (ISI), Ivan P. Fellegi (Statistics Canada),
Edmundo Berumen (Consultant, Mexico), Evelia 0 .
Fabbroni (IASI) . The Meeting was attended by 272
persons, from 16 countries (Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Canada, Chile, England, Finland, Honduras, Mexico,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Spain, Switzerland, USA, and
Uruguay), and 9 international organisations or agencies
(CIENES, ECLAC, EUROSTAT, IASI, IDB, ILO, ISI,
OAS, and the World Bank).

Seminar on Applied Statistics programmed for 1999
The VII Seminar on Applied Statistics of IASI, devoted to
Statistical Methods in Finance and Economics, will be held
in Quito, Ecuador, on July 19- 23, 1999, jointly with the
First Meeting of the Ecuadorian Society of Statistics
(Sociedad Ecuatoriana de Estadistica-SEE). The Seminar,
with sponsorship from the Escuela Politecnica Nacional,
has as its main objective to gather statisticians and
professionals of Economics and Finance to present their
personal research work, as well as recent developments in
these topics.
Priority themes will be :

•

•

Finance: Management of Market Risks, By-products,
Portfolios ' Quantitative Models, Appraisal of Financial
Assets;
Economics : Inflation and Deflation, Time Series
Analysis, Economic Growth and Development,
Economic Forecast and Cycles.

Invited conferences, specialised short courses, tutorial
courses and contributed papers will be presented in the
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event. The Organising Committee is chaired by Dr. Holger
Capa Santos; e-mail: hcapa@mail.epn.edu.ec.
Additional information can be obtained from:
http://www.sis.epn.edu.ec/-ciencias/

Co-operation of Statistical Societies in
Europe

telephone
fa x
e-mail

Due to funding problems of several statistical societies,
no further progress has been made regarding these
recommendations. During the 52nd ISi Session in Helsinki,
August 1999, there will be a next meeting.

Islamic Society of Statistical Science
(ISOSS)

CD
contact

Strengthening Co-operation between ISI and Statistical
Associations.

Mr. Gerrit J. Stemerdink
ISI Permanent Office
PO Box 950
2270 AZ VOORBURG, Netherlands
+31 70 337 57 37
+31 70 386 00 25
gsek@cbs.nl

CD
contact

The co-operation of statistical societies in Europe is based
on memberships of statistical associations in Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Italy, The Netherlands, Portugal, Sweden, Spain,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom. A meeting was
organised by the Societe de Statistique de France in March
1996. The meeting was attended by representatives of
statistical associations from Belgium, Denmark, France,
Germany Greece, Hungary, Italy, The Netherlands,
Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom. It was agreed that some form of permanent
cooperation should be set up in order to examine and study
issues and matters of common interest. As such issues the
following points were considered:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Serve as partner for EU decision- makers;
Issue of certificates for professional statisticians;
Designing guidelines for academic curricula and
equivalencies;
Building up of an information network for searching
funds ;
Education and professional training ( official statistics,
statistics for business and industry, advanced statistics);
Promoting mobility of young statisticians.

For organizational purposes the foundation of
something like a 'Standing Committee of European
Statistical Associations ' is recommended. It could be
composed of the presidents ( or their representatives) of all
statistical associations in Europe which are members of ISL
In order to avoid any undue bureaucracy it is recommended
that a secretariat is located at the ISI office in Voorburg. A
coordinator has been found in the person of Mr. Gerrit J.
Stemerdink, who is an active member of the VVS (The
Netherlands Society for Statistics and Operations Research)
and has also strong connections with ISI as a member of its
'Senior Executive Corps '. The meeting of representatives
of European associations (members of ISI) during the 51st
ISI Session in Istanbul was a good opportunity to get
further moving the idea of fruitful cooperation between
statistical associations in Europe. This meeting was led by
Prof. Luigi Bigieri, chairman of the ISI Committee on

tel./fax
e-mail

Akhlaq Ahmad, Executive Director
Islamic Society of Statistical Sciences (ISOSS)
146-A, FAISAL TOWN, Lahore, Pakistan
+92 42 516 7547
munir@drmunir.brain.net.pk

The Islamic Society of Statistical Sciences (ISOSS) was
established during the First Islamic Countries Conference
on Statistical Sciences (ICCS- I) held in Lahore in August
1988 with the following objectives:
•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

bring together research workers and practitioners in
statistical sciences from Islamic Countries through
mutual exchange programmes,
highlight the contributions of Muslim scholars to the
development of statistical sciences,
organise and strengthen a central information system by
establishing data banks and centres of information,
associate statistically developed countries to help in
developing and transferring of statistical technology to
Islamic Countries,
promote the application of statistical sciences including
computer technology in the development of Islamic
Countries,
promote the use of computer technology, robotics and
artificial intelligence in Islamic Countries,
establish training centres to promote statistical
education,
co-ordinate and unify courses in statistics at all levels of
education in the Islamic Countries,
organise conferences, seminars, colloquia, workshops,
short courses, and any other means of communication
helpful in exchanging scientific ideas.

Since its establishment the Society has been regularly
organising biennial conferences in collaboration with
educational institutions/universities in various Islamic
Countries. The last one was the Sixth Islamic Countries of
Statistical Sciences (ICCS- VI) at Dhaka (Bangladesh) from
December 15- 18, 1998 in collaboration with the
Bangladesh Statistical Association.
In addition to conferences, ISOSS has held National and
International Seminars and Workshops to discuss statistical
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applications to Islamic Economics and Population Censuses
under Distributed Conditions.
The Society also arranges lectures by eminent
statisticians, statistical experts, professionals and academics
visiting ISOSS Headquarters at Lahore to facilitate the
exchange of new ideas and recent research findings .
The ISOSS Bulletin is published quarterly to
disseminate salient features of ISOSS activities and news
about statisticians and their accomplishments.

Institute of Quality Systems and Standards (IQSAS)
ISOSS, within the framework of its
objectives and activities, established
in 1994 an Institute of Quality
Systems and Standards (IQSAS) to
assist industries, businesses and
services to institute a quality culture,
employing Deming, Juran and
Crosby concepts and to obtain ISO
9000, ISO 14000 and ISO 46000
certification from international certifying bodies. IQSAS
has, in the formulation of its programmes, also focused its
activities to train unemployed M.Sc. (Statistics) graduates
in the areas of ISO 9000 quality systems, total quality
management, statistical quality control, statistical process
control, Deming's quality and Taguchi's technology of
experimentation for on- and off-line quality assessment.

National Education and Training Fund (NEAT)
ISOSS has also established a
National Education and Training
Fund (NEAT), mainly to provide
scholarships and financial assistance
to talented students belonging to
deprived sections of the society.
Many deserving students have
benefited from this project.
ISOSS has also implemented a project in the disciplines
of statistics and quality system to counsel students studying
at various international universities preparing Ph.D. and
M.Phil theses or writing research papers and articles.
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ChapterV
Private Sector Bodies and
Data Archives

This chapter of ARIS takes a look at private
sector organisations, including a number ofdata
archives.
In this chapter, also some prevwusly non-profit
organisations are presented with an 'ojfu:ial'
background, like EuroOJst.
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Private Sector Bodies and Data Archives
European Society for Opinion and
Marketing Research (ESOMAR)

CD
contact

[8J
telephone
fax
e-mail
website

■■ ESOMAR ■

Central Secretariat
ESOMAR
J.J. Viottastraat 29
1071 JP AMSTERDAM, The Netherlands
+31 20 664 2141
+31 20 664 2922
email@esomar.nl
http://www.esomar.nl

The origins of ESOMAR date back to September 1948,
when 29 of Europe's leading marketing people met in
Amsterdam and agreed that the time had come to form an
international, professional society that would advance the
understanding and application of marketing research in and
around Europe. That early initiative has since grown into a
society of more than 4,000 individual members, living and
working all over the world. ESOMAR membership goes
beyond political and cultural differences. It is the
concentration on shared goals, common to all those
professional people who are actively involved with the
development of modern marketing techniques and the
application of marketing research as a basis for effective
decision- making. The fact that many members reside
outside Europe only serves to emich contacts for all.
Learning how it is done in other parts of the world through
direct contact with those who are doing it, is the best way to
keep abreast of the latest trends and developments .
Providing opportunities for this kind of professional contact
is a vital part of what ESOMAR is.
From the very start, ESOMAR has always promoted the
highest professional and technical standards. ESOMAR was
the first professional marketing society to establish a code
of practice in 1948. This formed the basis for the
International Code of Marketing and Social Research
Practice, which was drafted by ESOMAR and the
International Chamber of Commerce in 1977. All
ESOMAR members are required to adhere to this Code
which is also applied by the members of 64 national
marketing research associations around the world.
In 1981 , ESOMAR members adopted a supplement to
this Code: the International Code for the Publication of
Opinion Poll Results . Following this Code which was
recommended by the Council of Europe, ensures that
reports of research appearing in any media are as factual ,
honest and free of distortion as possible.

ESOMAR has also issued guidelines clarifying the
ICC/ESOMAR International Code, for instance on
interviewing children, to protect survey respondents and to
assist researchers using particular research techniques.
ESOMAR has also established a common marketing
terminology and technical definitions in marketing research
and related fields such as data processing. Its technical
glossaries cover all significant East and West European
languages and are beneficial to the Society's work to extend
the application of marketing research.

Annual Marketing Research Congress and
Exhibition
A key aspect of ES OMAR activities is its range of events of
which the highlight is the 'Annual Marketing Research
Congress and Exhibition '. Held at the end of the summer
and each year in a different country, the Congress is
intended for marketing, social and opinion researchers and
those in advertising and marketing who commission and
apply research. About 1,100 delegates from all over the
world use the Congress to build networks of international
contacts - both during the day sessions and at the social
events that follow.

Congress Features
•

•
•

•

General Sessions on mainstream research with an
emphasis on the latest techniques and how to apply
research to enhance business decisions;
Market/Subject Specific Sessions which cover specific
sectors and topical subjects;
A forum for Research Users to discuss and exchange
views about the special problems that company
researchers have to face ;
Regional Meetings for researchers in the Middle East,
Latin America and Eastern Europe.

Simultaneous translation is provided at the key sessions.
The Congress Exhibition offers delegates a chance to
examine in one central location the latest products and
services offered by research organisations and suppliers of
software and equipment.

Other Activities
ESOMAR also has a full programme of Seminars which
cover the most immediate trends and issues facing the
industry. Some provide an update on the latest techniques
and technical innovations, some deal with research for
particular products and services, and others cover research
for emerging markets.
Each seminar offers delegates a chance to hear about the
latest developments within their own field of business led by contributions from international experts. An informal
but highly professional atmosphere generates a full
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exchange of information and ideas amongst an international
audience.
ESOMAR also organises pan-Continental Conferences
to bring together advertisers, marketing managers and
market researchers from Europe, Japan and the USA as
well as from other parts of the world such as Latin America
and the Middle East.
A series of courses has been designed to provide
researchers in user companies and research agencies with
an overview of the basic market research techniques and
their applications. The courses are of value to all practising
market researchers who have between zero to four years
experience in the business.

Publications
The following publications are sent to members free-ofcharge but can also be purchased by non-members:
•

•

•

The ESOMAR Directory - Updated yearly, this widely
recognised reference book gives a comprehensive listing
of all the major marketing research institutes with an
ESOMAR member and the services they provide. The
management of each institute listed has undertaken to
abide by the ICC/ESOMAR International Code of
Practice. It lists each ESOMAR member with its
working address.

Marketing and Research Today - A quarterly journal
for users and suppliers of research. It reports on the
latest research techniques and applications and analyses
the challenges facing the industry. Reporting on
developments around the world, it reflects the
international composition of ESOMAR's membership.
Articles are summarised in French and German.
Newsbrief- The Society's newsletter which provides a
forum for members' news and ideas. It reports on events
and developments affecting the profession.

ESOMAR regularly sends its members reports on:
•
•
•
•
•

Trend information on the size and development of the
research industry;
International price comparisons showing how the costs
of research vary from country to country;
Information about ESOMAR's standard demographic
classification system for international surveys;
Information about legal restrictions affecting the market
research industry;
Professional Codes of Conduct and Guidelines.

Other publications which can be purchased from ESOMAR
include:

•
•
•

Papers from each Congress and Seminar;
The Monograph Series: on key areas of marketing
research;
Glossaries of Technical Terms: the latest edition
contains over 2000 words and terms in six WestEuropean languages;
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•

The Consumer Market Research Handbook gives a
comprehensive description of the techniques involved in
designing and carrying out market research.

Management and Administration
ESOMAR is managed by an international Council of eight
members, including a President and a Vice President, who
are elected at the Annual General Meeting which is held
during the Congress. It is their task to identify the services
which ESOMAR can usefully provide to meet the needs of
its members and to set a strategy for furthering the
development of the profession.
ESOMAR is in contact with the EC and other
international bodies to ensure that the legitimate interests of
the research industry are taken into account when
legislation is being considered. Specialist Committees
advise the Society about such legislation and provide
guidelines on professional ethics and standards. ESOMAR
liaises with associations all over the world to monitor the
latest developments, analysing international proceedings to
interpret their implications for those in the research
business. Other international committees provide input for
ESOMAR's events, publications and activities.
There is an ESOMAR National Representative in most
countries. As ESOMAR's on-the-spot contact person, they
can answer questions about ESOMAR membership and
services.
ESOMAR's Director General and an international staff
situated in Amsterdam, co-ordinate all activities.

Membership
Membership to ESOMAR is strictly individual. There is no
form of corporate membership. The goals of the Society
have always been to support the professional skills of its
individual members, and through those skills to contribute
to the efficiency and knowledge of the organisations they
represent. Members can be found in commerce and
industry; most major national international companies are
served by at least one ESOMAR member. Members can
also be found in marketing research organisations,
advertising agencies, universities and business schools as
well as in governmental bodies.
Anyone who can show technical competence in their
specific field and an interest and involvement in
international marketing, public opinion or social research
can apply for ESOMAR membership, by contacting the
local National Representative, or the Central Secretariat for
an application form.
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Economist Intelligence Unit (E/U)

CD

fax

United Kingdom:
The Economist Intelligence Unit Ltd.
PO Box 200, Harold Hill
ROMFORD RM3 BUX, United Kingdom
+44 170 838 1444
+44 170 837 1850

contact

USA:

contact

[81
telephone

The Economist Intelligence Unit Ltd:
The Economist Building
111 West 57th Street
NEW YORK, NY 10019, USA
+ 1 212 554 0600
(USA only) 800 938 4685
+1 212 586 1181

telephone
toll free
fax

[81

telephone
fax

NSS/Marktonderzoek B V
(The Netherlands Statistics Foundation Market Research Inc.)

[81

contact

been developed further to bring comprehensive and detailed
analysis of industrial performance of developing countries,
pinpointing the best opportunities for investment. The
Series provides those who are involved with industrial
policy, planning, project development and implementation,
with essential, in- depth surveys and analyses of each
country's industrial development.

Hong Kong:
The Economist Intelligence Unit
25th Floor, Dah Sing Financial Centre
108 Gloucester Road
HONG KONG
+852 2802 7288
+852 2802 7638

With over 50 years experience, the Economist Intelligence
Unit (EIU) is one of the world's most important private
providers of business, political and economic information
services. With offices in London, New York, Hong Kong,
Vienna, Tokyo and Singapore, together with an
international network of over 500 economists, journalists,
editors and consultants, EIU provides a wide range of
information.
EIU is specialised m up-to-date reporting on
international business trends, and in assisting the private
sector to make the most of them. With correspondents
based throughout the world, publications include locally
produced data that are often impossible to obtain elsewhere.
The EIU is part of The Economist Group, an
international communications company with headquarters
in the UK and publisher of The Economist magazine. The
EIU aims at maintaining a high reputation for objective and
independent analysis, so that EIU's reporting from some of
the world's most politically sensitive regions 1s
uninfluenced by governments or lobby organisations.

Country Reports analyse main economic, political and
business issues that affect each of 180 countries and
provide insights and outlooks on their economy.
Among EIU's many other publications, reference can be
made to the United Nations Industrial Development
Reviews Series. It is published jointly by the EIU and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organisation
(UNIDO), the specialised agency of the UN actively
involved in promoting industrialisation in developing
countries. UNIDO has published its Industrial Development
Review Series since 1984. Over 70 titles have already
appeared. Now in association with the EIU, the Series has

CD
contact

[81
telephone
fax

NSS/Marktonderzoek BV
Grote Marktstraat 24
2511 BJ THE HAGUE, The Netherlands
+31 70 342 2422
+31 70 342 2400

This organisation was originally established in 1940 by
Statistics Netherlands to promote the use of pictures and
pictograms in publications and statistical information. In
the mid-sixties the NSS was incorporated and emphasised
its commercial activities; in 1986 its new name was
adopted.
NSS/Marktonderzoek can be called a pioneer in
marketing and public opinion research in the Netherlands. It
has been setting the trend for more than 50 years in a
market characterised by change. With 100 permanent staff,
800 national field force members and 200 telephone
interviewers, it is one of the largest marketing research
companies in the Netherlands. As a full service market
research
agency,
NSS/Marktonderzoek
works
m
conjunction with fellow research agencies m the
Netherlands or in other countries, when necessary.
One of the major tasks which the field force carries out
is the NSS Omnibus, a multi-client survey based on a
weekly sample of 1,000 household members, interviewed at
home on a wide range of topics. The NSS Omnibus is
particularly suitable for studies that have limited questions
and require a large sample size; and require the use of show
cards (photographs, illustrations or text).
Over the years NSS has developed a sound reputation in
the development of new methods and techniques in market
research. Every year NSS conducts several hundred
projects initiated by its clients. However, it is also
responsible for having initiated a number of research
projects. A comprehensive continuous survey investigating
consumer purchasing in the area of clothing and textile
products has been providing the basis for marketing
decision-making by manufacturing and retail organisations
in this sector for over 30 years. The information supplied
includes detailed indications of market size and turnover
levels per distribution channel, market segment, price
category, fabric type and brand. A continuous survey
started in 1992 investigating consumer purchasing in the
area of footwear. The markets for smart, casual and sports
footwear are monitored in detail. In addition to the basic
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information concerning market shares - per individual
distribution channel and brand - background information
is also provided on user profiles and usage occasions.
Another project is a continuous survey investigating the
involvement of Dutch citizens in a broad range of social
topics.
NSS draws a distinction between two disciplines:
consumer research and business-to-business research.
Clients originate from the commercial business world (both
in the Netherlands and internationally) and from semigovernmental and governmental sectors. Consumer
research concerns all types of studies investigating the
behaviour, preference and opinions of people in the context
of their personal lives. Business Research covers in the
professional and industrial sectors: the behaviour,
preferences and opinions of the people in the context of
their work and the behaviour of the organisations deriving
from this.
Detailed brochures are available on the techniques used
by NSS and its several projects.

Institute for Survey Research (JSR)

CD
contact

r8J
telephone
fax
e-mail

Mel Kollander, Director, Washington Office
Institute of Survey Research (ISR)
2300 M Street, NW, Suite 800
WASHINGTON, DC 20037, USA
+ 1 202 973 2820
+ 1 202 973 2821
melk@gwis2.circ.gwu.edu

Founded in 1967, the Institute for Survey Research (ISR) of
Temple University, located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
USA has provided survey and statistical research services
to private organisations, government agencies, universities
and trade associations in the United States and throughout
the world.
In addition to its technical expertise, JSR has extensive
in- depth experience in a variety of policy and
programmatic areas including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

alcohol and drug abuse
education
energy
environment
families, children and adolescents
fertility and family planning
gerontology
health and human services
social security
welfare

JSR Staff have extensive international experience.
Recently, we assisted the State of Kuwait in designing and
implementing a human exposure field study to assess the
effects of the oil-fire smoke on its citizens. We also served
as technical advisors to the World Health Organisation. In
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that capacity, we prepared two technical documents on
environmental statistics which were published by WHO and
distributed to countries world-wide.
JSR is a full service survey organisation and has the
capabilities to conduct surveys by any mode of data
collection, including:
•
•
•
•

personal interviews, both computer- assisted and with
paper and pencil;
telephone interviews, both computer- assisted and with
paper and pencil;
self-administered interviews;
focus group interviews.

JSR offers all research services, including study design,
survey sampling, data collection, data processing, creation
of study databases, statistical analyses, and report writing.
ISR is organised by technical departments which work
closely together to produce surveys and statistical analyses
of the highest quality. These departments are:
•
•
•

•

Study Direction;
Sampling and Statistics;
Data Collection and Interviewing Operations, which
includes a Centre for Telephone Interviewing and a staff
of over 2,000 in- person interviewers;
Data Processing and Computer Programming.

Space-Time Research Pty

CD
contact

r8J
telephone
fax
e-mail

Philip G. Cooper, Manag ing Director
1100-1102 Toorak Road
HARTWELL, Victoria 3124, Australia
+61 3 98 05 34 00
+61 3 98 89 94 20
str@str.com.au

Space- Time Research Pty Ltd (Australia) is a developer of
software products and provider of consulting services to
national statistical bureaux and to users of statistical data
for strategic planning, management, marketing and client
servicing purposes. The Company's core business is the
supply of the off- the- shelf and customised solutions in the
processing, analysis and warehousing of very large
statistical databases (including census and survey
collections,
customer
files,
transaction
records,
environmental data etc.) which are geographical and/or
time- related.
All solutions offered by the company are interactive,
user-friendly and portable, being designed for high
performance in Windows 32- bit operating systems with
desktop or notebook computers and on NT servers. There
are no limits to the size of databases that can be handled.
Packaged solutions presently include:
•

SuperCROSS super high efficiency unit record crosstabulation tool for data aggregation, segmentation and
record extraction. Common applications include census
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and survey data aggregation and analysis, transaction
analysis, client base marketing, and electronic data
warehousing and dissemination.
•

•

SuperMAP high efficiency summary data retrieval and
analysis engine incorporating tabular, graphical and
mapping presentation tools. Used for the dissemination
and interrogation of summary databases including
demographic and other geo-statistical data, sales and
market information, etc. The package maps geo-coded
data.
SuperSTAR which is the integration of SuperCROSS
and SuperMAP, offering facilities for manipulating,
combining and analysis both unit record and summary
data. SuperSTAR has powerful applications in market
analysis, client base and target marketing, site analysis,
and marketing decision support generally and, for
statistics offices, in managing mass data through the
statistical life- cycle.

1961), social surveys in fields such as labour, health,
families, housing and tourism, election surveys and opinion
polls (including a major collection of Canadian Gallup poll
data beginning in 1945), and much more.

Services
Data Services staff offer the following services:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

These products are being marketed actively to national
statistics bureaux and to major users of statistical data.
They are supported in Australasia, Southeast Asia, Africa,
Europe and North America.

Data Services,
University of British Columbia

•

CD

•

contact

[8l

telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Mary Luebbe, Data Librarian
The Walter C. Koerner Library
The University of British Columbia
1958 Main Mall
VANCOUVER, B.C., Canada V6T 122
+ 1 604 822 5587
+1 604 822 9122
dlhelp@datalib.ubc.ca
http://www.datalib.ubc.ca

Profile

location and acquisition of data files requested by users;
maintenance of an online, Unix-based data files
collection;
development of web extraction interfaces to a growing
collection of data files;
maintenance of information about data files on a web
server;
listing of data file holdings in the University Library 's
web catalogue, with direct links to the data web server;
preparation and presentation of online training materials
for the use of computer-readable data files;
management of the University's memberships in the
Canadian Data Liberation Initiative (DLI), the InterUniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research
(ICPSR), and the International Survey Library
Association (the Roper Centre for Public Opinion
Research);
archiving of data files created by academic researchers,
which may be of interest for future secondary analysis,
wherever such files can be identified and acquired;
dissemination of data files to external users when
individual supplier contracts and staff resources permit.

In terms of contracts with data suppliers, most data files
are restricted to usage by the UBC academic community.

Eurodata,
Research Archive of the Mannheim Centre
for European Social Research

CD
contact

Mannheim Centre for European Social Research
(MZES)
Universitat Mannheim
D-68131 MANNHEIM, Germany
+49 621 292 8441
archiv@mzes.sowi.uni-mannheim.de
http://www.sowi .uni-mannheim.de/
eurodata/eurodata.html

University of British Columbia (UBC) Data Services was
established as the UBC Data Library in 1972, and has
recently been integrated into the University Library's
Humanities & Social Sciences/Government Publications
Division. Data Services acquires and maintains computerreadable numeric data files, and endeavours to make them
easily accessible to users. Its primary purpose is to support
teaching and research activities at UBC, with the major focus
on numeric data for the social sciences, and commerce and
business administration. Data Services is also responsible for
the archiving of data files created by UBC faculty and
students in the course of research.

The EURO DATA research archive is an infrastructural unit
of the Mannheim Centre for European Social Research
(MZES), founded in 1989 at the University of Mannheim
(Germany). The archive has two basic objectives which are
closely related to each other:

Holdings

•

The collection currently consists of some 1400 datasets in
approximately 7000 physical files . Available files include a
wide variety of materials such as economic and financial data
(including major Canadian, US, and international files),
population census data (including Canadian census data since

•

[8l
fax
e-mail
website

to provide an adequate data infrastructure for the
Centre's comparative research on European societies
and European integration;
to contribute to the establishment of a European
infrastructure for comparative social research.
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EURODATA is an independent unit of the MZES: it
does not provide services for individual projects. Instead,
its work is targeted towards the creation of the
infrastructural prerequisites for the Centre's medium-term
core areas. Its work therefore is structured by its own
medium-term development and three-annual work plans,
relating to three areas of activity:
•

•

•

the systematic and continuous provision of metainformation on official statistics and social science data
from the private sector (information archive);
the development and maintenance of a library with
statistical publications from statistical institutes,
mm1stries, para-official institutions and certain
intermediary organisations from the private sector
(statistics library);
the provision of computerised information, with a
particular focus on the development of an integrated file
system with historical time series and institutional
information (file archive).

Geographical coverage and subject matters vary across
these areas of activity. They are widest for the information
archive and narrowest for the file archive. In its essence, the
archive is primarily an archive of European official
statistics with a core of national aggregate data referring to
institutions, organisations and social categories. It also
includes, however, also a collection of sub-national data
(regional data archive), facilitates access to microdata and
collects qualitative information relating to relevant
institutions and organisations. EURO DATA has a
comparative and historical orientation and has been very
much pre-shaped by the ideas of the late Norwegian social
scientist Stein Rokkan.
The archive is still in development. To-date, it has been
built up with an emphasis on the statistics library, the
information archive and the facilitation of access to thirdparty data. Now, priority can be given to the establishment
of an integrated file system covering the whole of Europe at
the national and sub-national level.
Research will be the basis and three research contexts
are of particular relevance:
•
•
•

the comparative historical analysis of the connection
between social structure and the welfare state;
the analysis of regional disparities and of centreperiphery relations;
studies on the history of European society.

Within the context of 'social structure and the welfare
state', several projects are already concerned with changes
in social structures and welfare states since the 60 's.
Related databases on demography, family benefits and
policies as well as on the cost of social security are being
developed, and a database on the development of welfare
states in Wes tern Europe is being updated.
Concerning the creation of a data bank for regional
aggregate data, first steps have already been taken. For the
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80's, the archive has collected data on regional disparities
in Europe. In close collaboration with data archives in
Norway (NSD) and Italy (ADPSS), the collection is being
extended in terms of topics and periods. The goal of this
network is to establish a comprehensive regional data bank
for Europe including maps and aggregate data for the postwar period. Teaching packages and electronic atlases will
be major products and substantive research proposals are in
preparation.
Although the data archive focuses on collecting
European data produced after the Second World War, a
basis for systematic historical analyses is to be created as
well. Within this context, various historical databases
generated during the 70' s and 80's by its noninstitutionalised predecessor, the West European Data
Archive, will be expanded in terms of content and topics
and extended to cover the whole of Europe. A database on
vital statistics, families and households is already
underway. Work on databases on employment structures
and on public education are being planned.
Furthermore, EURO DATA provides some general
services to the scientific community interested in research
on Europe :
•

its statistical library and documentation centre are open
to the scientific public;

•

its own files are made available by the Zentralarchiv far
Empirische Sozialforschung (ZA) in Cologne and the
Norwegian Social Science Data Services (NSD) in
Bergen;

•

it publishes, in co-operation with the Informationszentrum Sozialwissenschaften (IZ) in Bonn a series of
guide books for the social sciences ('Europe in
Comparison') ;

•

it will publish a series of historical data handbooks on
Europe and - in co-operation with the Norwegian NSD
- related electronic products;

•

it facilitates communication on data-based comparative
research on Europe by its newsletter;

•

its world-wide web server provides information on its
activities, allows the downloading of the Newsletter and
of working papers and provides access to the MZES
library catalogue which includes EURODATA 's
statistics library and third-party files . This service will
be developed further to constitute a gateway to
important social science data producers, with a
particular emphasis on the world of official statistics.
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NWO -

Law and Participation
Law and Environment
Time Budget
Housing Needs

Scientific Statistical Agency (WSA)

~

NWO

CD
contact

[8J
telephone
fax

e-mail
website

Mr. Ron Dekker
NWO - Wetenschappelijk Statistisch Agentschap
PO Box 93120
2509 AC THE HAGUE, The Netherlands
+31 70 315 1909
+31 70 383 2841
wsa@nwo.nl
or: ron.dekker@nwo.nl
http://129.125.158.28

The Scientific Statistical Agency (WSA) is a small facility
within the Research Council for Social and Behavioural
Sciences. This council is one of seven research areas of the
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO).
The Agency acts as an intermediate between data
producers, providers and users . Its main objective is to
improve the availability and accessibility of micro data for
scientific research.

Availability of data
The founding of WSA in 1994 coincided with the
agreement between NWO and Statistics Netherlands (CBS)
on lump-sum financing the costs for using micro-data on
persons and households collected by Statistics Netherlands.
For each survey there is one standard file. This file is
protected against spontaneous recognition of respondents,
which is a far less restrictive mode of data protection than
public- use data. Together with a secrecy statement and
some other regulations, this guarantees the privacy of
respondents . Moreover, constructing one user-file per
survey speeds up delivery of the data to researchers,
because the output of data can be standardised.
As a result of this contract, a suit of over 15 repeated
cross-sectional data sets, two panel-data sets and one
register have become available in a quick and cheap way to
researchers at universities, planning agencies, ministries
and (certified) research organisations.
Available Surveys of Statistics Netherlands
•

Life Cycle
Secondary School Cohort
Social-Economic Panel
Labour Force Survey
Budget Survey
Family Planning Survey
Consumer's Confidence

•

1989- 1998; 1993-1998
1984-1998
1991 - 1998
1978- 1998
1988; 1993; 1998
1992- 1998

Living Conditions (redesigned in 1998)
Health Survey
Living Conditions Index
Living Conditions Youth

1981- 1997; 1998
1989- 1997; 1998
1998

•

Tourism
Day Trips
Foreign Tourist Survey

•

1989; 1994

Mobility
Mobility Behaviour
Car Panel

•

1990; 1995
1993 ; 1998

Elections
National Election Study

•

1991-1997; 1998
1998
1987; 1988; 1998
1989; 1993 ; 1997; 1998

1988-1997; 1998
1990-1998

Other
Building Activity Register

1986-1998

A research organisation (e.g. a faculty or institute) can
order these data from WSA. In case of the first ordering, the
institute has to be approved by the Central Commission for
Statistics. Once this approval has been given, other data
may be ordered without going through this procedure anew.
Now, data delivery can be handled within two or three
weeks. WSA set up a tariff system for the micro data. The
price of one data set varies between 200 and 3000 Euro.
The Agency also works on disclosure of micro-data
outside Statistics Netherlands. In 1999 the Primary School
Panel and the School Leavers Surveys will become
available.

Improving accessibility
Besides working on the availability of data, WSA
recognises the importance of low thresholds for actually
accessing the data.
Hence WSA invests in activities to improve the quality
of documentation. For the data of CBS this results in
documentation that is consistent over the surveys. The
documentation of relevant surveys will be translated into
English.
For data outside CBS, such as the OSA Labour Supply
Survey and the European Values Studies, the accessibility
will be improved by investing in new set-ups for the
documentation.
The Agency organises user meetings and workshops
where users and specialists from CBS exchange ideas and
discuss their experiences in handling the data. This implicit
way of transferring knowledge from CBS to users (and vice
versa) has proven to be very efficient. The minutes of the
meeting appear in the Newsletter of the Research Council.
WSA and NIWI co-operate in putting up meta-data
tools for users.
The Data Catalogue and News are available on the
Internet.
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many foreign data archives and international organisations.
In doing so, NIWI serves as a gateway for the Dutch
researcher to a wealth of international empirical data
sources.

Netherlands Institute for Scientific
Information Services (N/W/)
C OQD 00
□□

co

Archiving Data

□ o

The Steinmetz Archive accepts empirical research data
from clients, financiers, institutes, research groups and
researchers, and stores the data according to individually
specified arrangements. The filing of empirical research
data in the Archive offers the following advantages :

Oo

CD
contact

telephone

fax
e-mail
website

cc

Annuska Graver, Marktmanager Humaniora
NIWI
Digital Data Archives
PO Box 95110
1090 HC AMSTERDAM, The Netherlands
+31 20 462 8628
+31 20 663 9457
info@niwi.knaw.nl
http://www.niwi.knaw.nl

NIWI, the Netherlands Institute for Scientific Information
Services, was established in September 1997 through the
merger of six organisations specialising in scientific
information services.
Combining the knowledge and expertise of these
specialist organisations, NIWI sets the standards in the
collection, appraisal, presentation and distribution of
scientific information. Besides providing research
information in all disciplines, NIWI meets information
needs in the following four fields: biomedical sciences,
history, social sciences and Dutch language and literature.
NIWI is the new one-stop address for scientific
information.
NIWI staff are experts in their respective fields: either
in one of our scientific disciplines, or in computer science
or in information provision.

Databases
NIWI
maintains
several
databases
containing
bibliographical data or information on current research,
experts and research institutes. With the help of a
classification system and keywords, the user is guided to
the information needed.

Document supply
NIWI can supply scientific documents in print and, in the
near future, in electronic form as well.

Data archives
NIWI has extensive data archives containing data
collections that can be provided for reuse in scientific
research.

The Steinmetz Archive
The Steinmetz Archive specialises in the acqu1S1tion,
documentation, processing and distribution of empirical
data from social science research projects which were
partially or fully carried out in the Netherlands. Although
the Archive's data holdings centre on Dutch social science
research, NIWI also reaches beyond national borders to
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•

•
•
•

secure storage of data and corresponding documentation
description and documentation of data according to
international standards;
systematic collection and documentation of publications
based on secondary data analysis;
exposure of the research to the national and
international scientific community;
increase of the yield of data collections through
secondary analysis.

Provision of Data
Data are provided in various formats on different electronic
media and through electronic transmission according to
individual requirements.
Each data file is provided with a study description and
supplementary documentation such as questionnaires and
code books. Most data files are available in a format
suitable for further analysis using standard statistical
software packages. This form of distribution eliminates the
necessity for elaborate preliminary processing.
Availability of data and documentation is subject to
standard conditions and possible additional conditions
stipulated by the data depositor.

Searches
The databases study description may be accessed on NIWIpremises in Amsterdam and through the NIWI website. The
databases are structured to allow various search strategies.
Special reviews on selected subjects are made both on
request and by the initiative of the Archive.

Mediation
The Steinmetz Archive is actively concerned with the
procurement of data from other facilities . For this purpose,
the Archive maintains frequent contact with national and
international data archives and other holders of data.

Compilation
Both on request and by its own 1mt1at1ve, the Steinmetz
Archive compiles new data files on existing material. For
example, compilation of files may involve the following
activities:
•

merging of different data files from longitudinal
research projects;
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•
•

combination of data files for trend analysis,
international comparison and other purposes;
creation of specific data files for educational purposes.

Analysis
The Steinmetz Archive carries out analyses of filed data on
request. Reviews of frequency distributions per variable are
available in most cases for a modest fee .

EconData
EconData is a project of the Steinmetz-archive. EconData
aims to optimise the use of existing economic data sources.
The project is executed by NIWI and supported by the
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO).
EconData covers a broad range of economic data: national
and regional economic data (both micro- and macro-data),
financial economic files (including stock market data) and
company data in both cross- sectional and panel data forms.
Registering economic data sets
Economic data sets that are accessible to other researchers
are registered. Researchers and holders of data studies are
encouraged to let their studies be put in the NIWI archive.
The advantages are that the data are contained in a
responsible way according to international standards, that
publications based on secondary analysis are systematically
assembled and that the research receives more attention.
Next to factual information on the datasets, such as the
principal researchers, research institutes and funding
agencies and the conditions of access, much attention is
paid to relevant information on the contents of the survey in
order that users are able to localise relevant data(sets). A
public register is offered in a database on the NIWI Web
site next to an Internet registration facility .
Mediation
The public register of economic data serves as a base for
mediation between data-holders and users. Through
EconData NIWI serves as a mediator between these two. It
is also possible for data-holders to place certain Dutch
economic datasets in the NIWI archives. Also mediation
between users and international data-archives is a task of
EconData, as far as economic data are concerned.

Netherlands Historical Data Archive
The Netherlands Historical Data Archive (NHDA) contains
data-collections on historical research. Acquisition,
registration, documentation, archiving and distribution of
historical research by means of computer processing are
main activities of the archive. The Historical Data
Archive 's aim is to provide a possibility for reuse of
existing historical datasets, in order to save time and costs
for researchers. Standardised facilities for documentation
and publishing of data collections is another advantage of
the NHDA collection.

The collection
Most of the data m the NHDA are numerical data.
Demographic, socio-economical, criminal and cultural data,
all with historical value, are available. The data collections
on the trade between the Netherlands and the Dutch Indies
through the Dutch East Indies Company (VOC) are an
important part of the archive.
Distribution
The data collections which are deposited under restricted
conditions will only be distributed by NIWI after the
permission of the original researcher. Information on the
data collection is provided by means of a database on the
NIWI website.
For some data collections it is worth to publish it on
multimedia systems to make those accessible for a larger
public. Digitising original sources and adding search
engines to them is part of the service offered by the archive.
Registration and acquisition of data collections
Historical data collections can be registered at NIWI by
means of a registration card. There is no limitation on time
periods or subjects of data collections. The main rule is that
the data collection contains original research on (cultural)
history.
NIWI made a commitment with other national historical
data archives to collect only the Dutch national data
collections. NIWI also serves as mediator between Dutch
researchers and other national archives to help historians in
finding data which are available outside the Netherlands.
Archiving
Data collections can be archived no matter what type of
data collection is used by the researcher. Moreover data can
be deposited under restricted conditions. Deposited data are
stored in their original format and are transformed into
ASCII files. If necessary, other type of files can be made.
All data are stored on CD-ROM.
Documentation
NIWI requests historians to document their data collections
with a special documentation program: DOCIT. It is sent
free of charge to those researchers who deposit their data
after documentation. Information on used sources,
abstracts, access limitations and published articles is
necessary for efficient reuse of the data collection.
Regarding documentation guidelines, NIWI is active in
various national and international working groups that
study and develop guidelines for standardisation m
documentation, publishing and archiving.
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NIWI Publications

resources and the analytic tools needed to perform
quantitative social and political research.

Social sciences

•

Steinmetz Archive Newsletter: Data News - Quarterly
bulletin from the Steinmetz Archive introducing new
acquisitions and information in the field of data
archiving an secondary analysis.

•

Steinmetz Archive Data Catalogue and Guide Detailed catalogue of the Steinmetz Archive holdings.

•

Code Books files.

•

Data Guide for Economists, Volume I and 2 -A guide
containing descriptions of economic datasets in archives
in the United States (e.g. ICPSR), Australia, Great
Britain, Sweden and Germany, as well as over 100
descriptions of economic datasets in NIWI archives.

Detailed description of specific data

NSD has established a number of specialities, such as
expertise in geographical representation of social data,
development of databases with information on political
structures, elites and processes, and the development of
user friendly statistical software for social scientists.
NSD also conducts academic surveys, partly as a
member of International Social Survey Programme (ISSP) .
NSD is responsible for a Norwegian parallel to the
Eurobarometer.

Main data holdings
•

The Municipality Data Base contains statistics for all
municipal units in Norway since 17 69. Variables
include demography, occupation, elections, public
economy and welfare state related statistics. The system
includes co-ordinates that make it possible to produce
thematic maps for any given set of units in the time
period from 1769 onwards.

•

The Nordic Data Base on Regional Time Series contains
county level information from censuses and elections in
the five Nordic countries from 1945 onwards.

•

The Polling Archive contains variables regarding social,
economic and political conditions in Norway from 1964
onwards.

•

The Surveys Archive includes surveys conducted by
Statistics Norway and individual researchers covering
areas such as living conditions, expenditure, time
budgeting, vacations, health, labour, fertility, youths,
elections, democracy and social values.

•

The Census Data Bank offers a 10% sample from the
1960, 1970, 1980 and 1990 censuses.

•

The KIRUT Data Base contains a sample of I 0% of the
Norwegian population between 16 and 66 years of age.
It includes information on benefits from the National
Insurance System, together with wage, labour and
education activity, 1989-1993. The database will be
extended to include 1994, 1995 and 1996.

•

The Archive on Politicians includes information on
Members of Parliament and the Government from 1814
onwards, as well as Junior Cabinet Ministers since WW
II. The information covers social background and
political career.

•

Similar archives are compiled for academics, civil
servants in the central government and for members of
parliamentary and governmental committees.

•

The Manifesto Project is an international program under
which NSD has systemised the connotations of all
Programs of Action for parties elected to the Storting
(Parliament) since 1945. Government Declarations and
Throne Speeches of Governments are coded for the
same period of time.

History

•

•

•

Data Historica: a guide to electronical resources for
historians - A catalogue with complete documentation
on archived data sets in the historical discipline,
overview of registered historical data research projects
in the Netherlands and Flanders, and a list of books,
journals and CD-ROMs on the subject of history and
computing.
Structures and Contingencies in Computerised
Historical Research - Proceedings of the Association
for History and Computing in Nijmegen, 1994.
Optical Character Recognition in the Historical
Discipline - Proceedings of an International Workshop
in Leiden, 1993.

A complete list of publications is available on the NIWI
website.

Norwegian Social Science Data Services
(NSD)

CD
contact

[8J
telephone
fax
e-mail
website

Norwegian Social Science Data Services
Hans Holmboesgata 22
N-5007 BERGEN, Norway
+47 55 58 21 17
+47 55 58 96 50
nsd@nsd.uib.no
http://www.uib.no/nsd/

The Norwegian Social Science Data Services (NSD) was
established and is funded by the Research Council of
Norway. NSD is an organisation servicing the research
community. The primary objective is to provide students
and researchers at universities and colleges with the data
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•

Majority and Minority Remarks to recommendations
from the Standing Committees in Parliament are
available as coded information for the post war period.

•

Roll Call Data from the Norwegian Parliament
(Storting), from 1979 onwards.

Current Research Documentation
NSD is responsible for a comprehensive National Service
for Documentation and Information on Current Research
within the social sciences, the humanities, medicine and
natural sciences. It is available on line.

Database for Statistics on Higher Education
NSD has established a national database for Statistics on
Higher Education on behalf of the Norwegian Ministry of
Education, Research and Church Affairs. The database can
be accessed via Internet.

Teaching Packages
In order to stimulate the use of research data, NSD has
produced several teaching packages both for universities
and high schools.

NSDstat+
NSDstat+ is a tool for data analysis and presentation
developed by NSD. It offers a broad repertoire of statistical
methods and techniques and a variety of integrated
graphical and cartographical presentations. NSDstat+ is
available in Denmark, Finland, Sweden, Britain, Germany
and The Netherlands. A French version is ready for
publication.

Humanities and Social Sciences. After a period of five
years the activities had been organised to such extent that
the organisation was given residence of some permanence
within the physical and financial framework of Goteborg
University.
Basic functions are to archive and disseminate research
data and databases within disciplines of Social Sciences and
History. Great emphasis is also put on the production of
variable level documentation of archived studies. The
holdings of data of national or international origin consist
of over one thousand studies. Major fractions of the
holdings are predominantly relevant to Political Science
and Sociology.
An up-to-date catalogue to the holdings can be browsed
and searched through Gopher and the world-wide web
(catalogue text in English). Documented studies can be
browsed at the variable level (www-text, Swedish only) at:
gopher@ssd.gu.se and http://www.ssd.gu.se/ respectively.
Linked entries under the organisation's name in English can
be found in many virtual libraries.
The SSD is a member organisation of IFDO
(International Federation of Data Organisations), CESSDA
(Council of European Social Science Data Archives) and is
the Swedish contact organisation for the Swedish national
membership (universities) of ICPSR (Inter-University
Consortium for Political and Social Research, University of
Michigan, USA).

The Data Archive

Secretariat for Data Protection Affairs
The Secretariat serves as a broker between the scientific
community and the Norwegian Data Inspectorate. The
Secretariat assists on legal and technical inquiries on
collection, usage, safeguard and archiving of data. NSD
functions as a National Archive for identifiable research
data.

CD
contact

telephone

Data Catalogue, Newsletter and other useful information
on NSD's activities are available on Internet.

fa x

e-mail
website

Swedish Social Science Data Service (SSD)

CD
contact

telephone
fax

e-mail
website

Dr. Lennart Brantgarde
SSD
Pilgatan 19
5-41122 GOTEBORG, Sweden
+46 31 773 1210
+46 31 773 4913
lennart. brantgarde@ssd .g u. se
http://www.ssd.gu.se

The SSD, Svensk Samhallsvetenskaplig Datatjanst,
(Swedish Social Science Data Service) was founded in
1981 on grants from the Swedish Council for Research in

Rowan Currie, Senior Administrator
The Data Archive
University of Essex
COLCHESTER C04 3SQ, United Kingdom
+44 1206 87 23 22
+44 1206 87 20 03
archive@essex.ac.uk
http ://dawww.essex .ac.uk

The Data Archive is a national resource holding over 4,000
datasets relating to contemporary and historical social and
economic affairs making it the largest UK collection of
accessible computer-readable data.
The Data Archive provides information on the location
and availability of data. It also sponsors various activities
designed to improve the quality of data and their secondary
analysis including workshops, user groups and regular
newsletters.
Typical examples of the larger data holdings are:
•
•

UK Census data
General Household Surveys
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family Expenditure Surveys
ONS Databank
Labour Force Surveys
Unemployment claimant counts
British Crime surveys
National Child Development Study
British Election Studies
British Social Attitudes
Eurobarometers
National Travel Surveys

Access to these data holdings is available to all users
subject only to restrictions required by the owner of the
data. Users are primarily economists, statisticians, political
scientists, sociologists, and historians, but also come from
many other disciplines. The Archive supplies about 6000
datasets for research and teaching to almost 2000 users per
annum.
The Data Archive is funded by the Economic and Social
Research Council, the Higher Education funding councils
and the University of Essex, where it has been located since
its establishment in 1967. The Data Archive raison d 'etre is
to promote wider and more informed use of electronic data
in research and teaching and to preserve those data so that
they continue to be accessible over time. There are
therefore two main strands to its business - electronic data
dissemination and preservation.

Functions of the Archive
The functions of the Archive can be classified as follows:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

establishing user needs
negotiation and acquisition of data from a variety of
sources
validation of data and documentation
improving and supplementing documentation so that
they continue to accessible over time despite changes to
hardware and software
cataloguing and indexing of the data in a catalogue
accessible over the Web
reformatting and delivery to users
promoting use and supporting users .

•

All the data are owned by the data producers and not by
the Archive. The Archive ensures therefore that users
respect the conditions of access agreed with data providers.
This sometimes entails the implementation of controls over
use, especially if there are confidentiality restrictions, plus
occasionally the collection of charges for data.

The Catalogue
The Archive's holdings are fully described and indexed
within its information system BIRON (Bibliographic
Information Retrieval Online) available via our website,
where there are also links to other European data
catalogues.

Data Sources
•

•
•
•
•

The Data Archive newsletter, known as the Bulletin, is
published three times a year and contains a comprehensive
overview of the Archive's work as well as the general field
of social science and historical research and a review of
software of interest to researchers. Copies free on request or
on-line via the web.

Mai/base List (electronic e-mail lists)
The Archive has two types of mailbase lists which are open
to all researchers and teachers interested to join.
•

For the latest news on forthcoming workshops, newly
acquired datasets, news items from depositors, users and
related services, join: essex-archive-all@mailbase.ac .uk

•

The second type exists to promote data- specific
discussions between academic researchers - such as
the Family Expenditure Survey. Visit website: essex.fes@mailbase.ac .uk

The benefits to data users of the archive are significant:

•
•

•

•

they obtain access to a wide variety of rich data sources
covering long time periods and from many sources;
access to the sources is free or at relatively low cost for
academic or other non-commercial purposes;
often the data are of the type which researchers could
not collect themselves such as administrative data or
Census material;
the access to data in electronic form permits a level and
depth of analysis which cannot be undertaken with
published material;
the Data Archive delivers data in a wide range of
formats , on the media of the user's choice, and will
extract subsets of data if required;
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Central government, and in particular the Office for
National Statistics (ONS), is a major and regular
supplier of data.
Academic researchers and academic institutes.
Independent research institutes and quasi-public bodies.
Market research agencies and commercial data
suppliers.
Other archives across the world.

Newsletter

Benefits

•

Archive staff assist them in data use.

Additional specialist services
The Data Archive incorporates a number of specialist
services:
•
•
•

•

The History Data Service - historical, social and
economic data;
Data from experimental psychology (VP-LAB);
Visiting fellowships for researchers from other
European countries who wish to visit to use our
resources (ECASS);
NESSTAR - improved web-based resource for data
discovery, data browsing and data delivery.
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in this category are limited to those about developing
countries.

POPLINE:
Population Information Program
~

•

Related Reproductive Health Programs - Organisation, administration, delivery, and evaluation of services
dealing with reproductive tract infections, pelvic
inflammatory disease (PID), and cervical and breast
cancers; preventative gynaecology care; obstetric services; and sexual and related health programs for men.
Items in this category are limited to those about developing countries.

•

Women in Development - The roles and problems of
women in developing countries related to their participation in economic and social development activities.
Includes development activities especially for women
and girls.

•

Primary Health Care Communication - Organised
campaigns designed to instruct, disseminate information, or influence the knowledge, attitudes, and
behaviour of a population with regard to family planning, AIDS, and maternal/child health. This includes
design of information, education, and communication
(IEC) strategies and messages, training materials, and
training curricula development. Items in this category
are limited to those about developing countries.

•

Population and Environment - Relationships between
population size, density and growth on one hand and
ecology and natural resources on the other. Items in this
category are limited to those about developing countries .

\
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Population Information Program
Centre for Communication Programs
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health
111 Market Place, Suite 310
BALTIMORE, MD 21202-4024, USA
+ 1 410 659 6300
+ 1 410 659 6266
popline@jhuccp.org
http:/www.jhuccp.org

With over 250,000 citations and informative abstracts of
scientific articles, reports, books, and papers, published and
unpublished, in all languages, POPLINE is the primary
research tool of population researchers, students, faculty,
and policy- makers world-wide. The online database is
updated each month; POPLINE CD- ROM is updated every
six months. Approximately 10,000 records are added
annually.

POPLINE covers:
•

Family Planning Technology - Means, methods, and
medical procedures used in the regulation of fertility .

•

Family Planning Programs - Organisation, administration, delivery, and evaluation of family planning
services including community-based distribution, social
marketing, and other clinical, non-clinical or commercial programs.

•

Fertility - Reproductive performance of individuals,
couples, groups, or populations.

•

Population law and Policy - Stated positions or
actions taken by governments and other public bodies
toward reproduction, contraceptive methods, migration,
and family size.

•

Demography - Population dynamics, including determinants of infant and maternal mortality and trends in
migration. Items in this category are limited to those
about developing countries.

•

Maternal and Child Health - Programs to promote
safe motherhood, breast-feeding, oral rehydration therapy, immunisation, growth monitoring and nutrition.
Also, programs targeted at childhood health problems
including acute respiratory infections, vaccine preventable diseases and malaria. Items in this category are
limited to those about developing countries.

•

Internet Sites and CD-ROM
•

Internet POPLINE is available free of charge through
the US National Library of Medicine at:
http://igm.nlm.nih.gov/

•

A link to Internet POPLINE and instructions for
effective
searching are
at the
Centre for
Communications (CCP) website at:
http://www.jhuccp.org/popline/popigm.strn

•

CCP also offers free access to a current awareness
subset of POPLINE and POPINFORM, on its website
at: http://www.jhuccp.org/popinfrl .strn
POPINFORM contains up to the latest six-months '
worth of POPLINE input and is updated every two
weeks.

•

The CD- ROM version of POPLINE is available to
developed countries on a subscription basis from the
National Information Services Corporation m
Baltimore, Maryland. POPLINE CD- ROM 1s
distributed free of charge to developing country
organisations by CCP.

AIDS and Other Sexually Transmitted Diseases - Any
disease that is transmitted primarily or exclusively
through intimate sexual contact including AIDS . Items
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Measure DHS+ Data Archive
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fax
e-mail

website

DHS Data Archive
Macro International Inc.
Suite 300, 11785 Beltsville Drive
CALVERTON, MD 20705-3119, USA
+13015720851
+1 301 572 0999
archive@macroint.com
http://www.macroint.com/dhs/

The Demographic and Health Surveys Program
Since 1984, the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS)
program has assisted countries in conducting national
surveys on fertility, family planning, and maternal and child
health. The DHS program is a primary source of
information on the reproductive and health behaviour of
women throughout sub-Saharan Africa, the Near East,
North Africa, Asia, and Latin America. DHS data give
policy makers information necessary for making crucial
decisions about how to allocate scarce resources and
provide family planning and health services to those who
need them. In addition, DHS plays a major role in
furthering international understanding of global population
and health trends. The DHS program provides an
unparalleled body of comparable data on demographic,
health, and family planning indicators.
Macro International Inc. provides technical and
administrative support for the DHS program, which is
funded by the U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID). Surveys are implemented in collaboration with
agencies in participating countries.

DHS is now Measure DHS+
Our name has been changed to reflect a new mandate under
the MEASURE (Monitoring and Evaluation to Assess and
Use Results) Program. Surveys are still a basic component
of the data collection activities that Macro International Inc.
supports under the MEASURE project. DHS+ will now
provide:
•

An expanded menu of data collection options for
meeting user needs.

•

An increased emphasis on improving data collection
systems and building capacity through formal and onthe-job training in developing countries.

The DHS Data Archive is a computerised archive of
survey data collected from countries in Africa, Asia and
Latin America.
Data are ~urrently available for 59 countries and more
are being added as additional surveys are completed. DHS
data are used by analysts and policy makers world-wide.
For each country, several datasets are usually available:
•

Individual women's data (standard DHS survey)
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•
•
•
•
•

Household data
Children's data (some countries)
Male or husband's data (some countries)
Couples data (some countries)
Service availability/facility data (some countries).

For a few countries additional datasets are available:
•
•

Experimental survey data
In-depth survey data

The standard DHS survey consists of a household
schedule and women's questionnaire. A nationally
representative sample of women aged 15-49 is interviewed.
The women's questionnaire contains information on the
following topics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Background characteristics
Lifetime reproduction
Contraceptive knowledge and use
Maternity and breastfeeding
Immunisation of children
Diarrhoea, fever and cough in children
Height and weight of children
Marriage
Fertility preferences
Husband's background
Woman's work status

Additional modules used in some surveys include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Natural family planning
Maternal mortality
Social marketing
Cause of death
Sterilisation
AIDS
Pill compliance
Woman's employment

Data from the women's questionnaire are available in two
forms:
•

Raw Data Files contain the women 's data in the form in
which the data were collected on the questionnaire.
Each raw data file contains fully edited data with
imputed dates of key events in the respondent's life
added to the data file.

•

Recode Data Files contain the women's data in a
standardised format which is comparable across
countries. Each recode data file contains all of the
standard variables in fixed locations, with all countryspecific variables added after the standard variables.
Recode data files also contain many constructed
variables for the convenience of the analyst.

Availability of Datasets
DHS datasets are available for downloading, free of charge,
over the Internet via the DHS. The datasets are also
available through the traditional DHS archives on storage
medium. Researchers should complete the standard data
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request form and send it with payment and a description of
the proposed analysis to the DHS Data Archive.

Inter-University Consortium for Political
and Social Research (ICPSR)
.

;'.,•:··:\'.,,~\.
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Richard Rockwell, Director
or: Mary Vardigan, Editor
ICPSR
PO Box 1248
ANN ARBOR, MI 48106, USA
+ 1 734 998 9900
+ 1 734 998 9889
netmail@icpsr.umich.edu
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu

The Inter- University Consortium for Political and Social
Research (ICPSR) is a membership-based organisation
with headquarters and central staff located in the Institute
for Social Research (ISR), University of Michigan, USA.
Members include more than 325 colleges and universities
in the United States and Canada and several hundred
additional institutions served by national memberships in
Europe, Oceania, Asia, and Latin America. Virtually all of
the major research universities in the United States are
ICPSR member.
Founded in 1962, ICPSR maintains the world's largest
electronic data archive for the social sciences. In addition to
its function as a repository, it serves as a dissemination
facility for computer-readable data for research and
instruction in the social sciences and related areas, as a
mechanism for providing training in the methods and
technologies of the social sciences, and as a resource to
assist in the application of computer technology to research
and instruction.

Other Research Resources
ICPSR provides access to tens of thousands ofresearch data
files . Collections contained in the data archive are relevant
to a broad spectrum of disciplines including demography,
political science, sociology, economics, history, and social
psychology as well as more specialised fields such as crime
and deviancy, law and criminal justice, ageing, public
health, education, substance abuse and mental health, urban
affairs, and international relations. ICPSR's website
provides search tools to identify data of interest. Extract
and analysis capabilities are available for selected data
collections.
The archive 's data holdings are growing at a rapid rate.
Each year, over a thousand new data files are acquired and
preserved, checked for completeness, and made available
for research use. Donors of these data files include the
statistical agencies of the Federal government, international

organisations, prominent scholars from around the world,
and private foundations .
Five topical archives within the larger database address
contemporary social problems, with research data,
instruction in their use, and assistance to policy analysts
who utilise these empirical materials. They include the
National Archive of Criminal Justice Data (NACID); the
National Archive of Computerised Data on Ageing
(NACDA); the Health and Medical Care Archive (HMCA);
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Data Archive
(SAMHDA); and the International Archive of Education
Data (IAED).

Access to Resources
Data are available to faculty, students and staff at member
institutions without charge beyond the annual institutional
membership fee, and to individuals at non-member
institutions for an access fee . A network of campus coordinators (called ICPSR Official Representatives) provides
assistance to researchers interested in access to any of
ICPSR's resources. Names of the Official Representatives
at every member campus are found on the ICPSR website,
along with contact information. Authorised users can
download data directly from the website, or use ICPSR 's
custom data ordering facility to receive data via File
Transfer Protocol (FTP). Many data collections are also
supplied on diskette and CD-ROM.

Training
The annual Summer Training Program in Quantitative
Methods of Social Research complements the data holdings
by providing instruction in the basic and advanced
quantitative skills required for sound empirical research.
Descriptions of the courses offered each summer may be
browsed on the ICPSR website, which also facilitates
electronic registration for the Program.

Technical Assistance
Through its User Support and Computing and Network
Services facilities, ICPSR provides assistance and
consultation in the application of computer technology to
research and instructional uses. Staff provide advice on
hardware and statistical software choices, locating data
resources on particular topics, the process of conducting
secondary analysis using ICPSR data, and the transferring
of data from the archive to the researcher.

Governance
An elected Council, composed of social scientists and
technical experts from around the world, provides direction
and governance ofICPSR's activities. Several of the topical
archives also employ Advisory Committees to assist staff in
its efforts to acquire and make available the data resources
needed by researchers in particular substantive fields .

125

Volume 6

1999

Further Information

•

Geological and mining data analysis. Continuing work
is carried out into the analysis of geochemical and
geological data for the mining industry.

•

Software development. Specialist software is developed
for clients with unique needs.

A series of periodic and special publications describe the
data holdings and activities of ICPSR. Increasingly, these
are available electronically on the organisation's website in
a form that facilitates browsing and searching.
Subscriptions to printed forms of these publications are also
available. They include:

Data Analysis Australia publishes a regular Newsletter
and occasional Technical Reports for general distribution.

•
•

Training of European Statisticians (TES)

•
•

ICPSR Bulletin (quarterly newsletter);
Summer Training Program Announcement and
Bibliography;
Annual Report;
Catalogs and Newsletters ofICPSR's Topical Archives.

Data Analysis Australia Pty Ltd (DAA)

t:es
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DATA ANALYSIS

telephone

AUSTRALIA m,
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website

STATISTICS

MATHEMATICS

SOFTWAR E

e-mail

Dr. John Henstridge, Managing Director
Data Analysis Australia Pty Ltd
8/154 Hampden Road
NEDLANDS, Western Australia 6009, Australia
+61 9 386 3304
+61 9 386 3202
john@daa .com .au
http://daa.com.au

Data Analysis Australia is a provider of statistical
consulting services and related products to a wide range of
clients including government, universities, industry and
commerce. A particular strength is a combining of
statistical, mathematical and computer science expertise to
generate solutions which include not only analysis but also
software systems when appropriate.
Particular services include:

•

•

Design, implementation and analysis of surveys. These
have covered areas such as energy usage, travel and
tourism with the emphasis on linking to other data
sources and the integration with geographical data.
Analysis of official economic and social statistics. A
range of data sources are maintained for Australia,
integrated with internally developed geographical
databases. Customised development of socio-economic
indices for small regions is carried out on request.

•

Demographic modelling. A state level demographic
model is maintained with detailed internal migration.
This is regularly used for forecasting purposes.

•

Modelling and analysis of criminal justice systems.
Particular expertise has been developed in forecasting
demand for justice facilities and for the planning the
operation of such systems.
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website

Institute
Ms. Valerie Vandewalle
rue Guillaume Kroll
L-1882 LUXEMBOURG, Luxembourg
+352 29 85 85 34
+352 29 85 29 30
vvandewalle@tes-institute .lu
http://www.restena.lu/tes. institute

TES or The Enhancement of Statistics
The TES Institute is a non- profit association created in
November 1996 by the Directors General of the National
Statistical Institutes of the ten Member States of the
European Union and of the four Member States of the
European Free Trade Association.
As an international post- graduate vocational training
institute for statisticians, the mission of the TES Institute is
to create truly European vocational training and staff
development opportunities at post- graduate level. The
annual training programmes are designed for target groups
ranging from young statisticians to executives of National
Statistical Institutes.
Over the last five years, the objectives of the TES
Institute were:
•

to provide training courses and seminars of short
duration at post-graduate level, thus offering
statisticians opportunities to perfect their skills;

•

to provide a forum for mutual consultation on
vocational training for statisticians;

•

to give assistance in the training for new European
statistical projects, thus disseminating standards,
European methods and classifications, and to help future
members to prepare for their integration into the
European Statistical System; and

•

to promote exchanges of skills and experiences.

Types of training
Two types of training services are rendered by the TES
Institute:
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the Central and Eastern European Countries (ECO) 1 and the
Mediterranean Basin countries2 have nominated TES
Correspondents for the TES programme. This network of
TES Correspondents is responsible for the communication
between their Institute and the TES Institute, for the coordination of the registration of candidates and for the
dissemination of information about TES courses.

The Core Programme
The annual training programmes are designed for public
sector statisticians in the Member States of the EU and
EFTA. However, the programmes are also open to the
National Statistical Institutes of countries in Central and
Eastern Europe, the Mediterranean Basin, some other
selected countries and private sector statisticians.

The main task of the staff of the TES Institute is to
assist in the design, to organise and to give logistic support
to the international vocational training programme and to
provide information about existing training possibilities in
the various countries in Europe. To carry out these
activities, the TES Institute comprises a permanent team of
eleven people.

The leading principle for the definition of the annual
programmes and the detailed content of each of the courses
is that choices are made on the basis of the training needs in
the Member States of the EU and the EFTA. The Core
Programme is subsidised by the European Commission
(Eurostat).
The Special Course Programme
The Special Courses Programme is designed for public
sector statisticians from countries outside the EU and the
EFTA. At this moment its main clients are statisticians
from the Central European countries and the countries of
the Mediterranean Basin. The Special Courses Programme
is not subsidised.
The Special Courses Programme consists of courses
which are either repeats of existing courses in the Core
Programme or tailor- made courses at the request of a
country or a group of countries. Whenever a course from
the Core Programme is repeated, the content is reviewed
and adapted to the specific needs of the participants.

Current Training Activities
Core and Special Course Programmes
•

Over the last six years, the TES Institute organised over
100 courses in the framework of the Core Programme
open to EU, EFTA and ECO statisticians. Besides,
Special Courses have also been organised especially for
statisticians from ECO countries.

•

On the whole, about 600 participants have been trained
every year through these two kinds of training
programmes.

•

Moreover, since the first Eurostat Task Force on
Training for MED STAT countries was organised, the
TES Institute officially extended its training activities to
the Mediterranean Basin countries.

Training areas
The specialisation areas covered by the vocational training
programmes are:
•
•
•
•

Data Collection and Survey Methodology;
Economic Statistics;
Social Statistics; and
Publication, Dissemination and Use of Statistics,

complemented by the Common Courses (general
'statistical' culture) and the Support Courses (statistical
analysis,
computing
techniques
and
statistical
management).

Training organisation
Obviously, vocational training programmes of this kind
imply the involvement of different groups of people.
The training staff of the TES courses consists of an
international pool of trainers (highly qualified practitioners
and university professors). This pool is responsible for the
design and the execution of the courses and the
development of the course material, which are annually
reassessed and updated where necessary. Each year the
organisation of the programme requires the intervention of
about hundred trainers.

Future Plans
TES Institute will carry out:
•

Subsequent parts of the 'Summer School on Social
Statistics ' (first held in July 1998, in Siena, Italy) are
scheduled for the summer of 1999 and 2000.

•

Specific training will be provided to statisticians from
the Ukrainian Statistical Office. The training will cover
Business Registers, Enterprise Statistics and National
Accounts.

Consulting
•

Apart from the well- known training activities, the TES
Institute has recently set up a procedure for consulting
activities.

•

The Ukrainian statistical service has requested the TES
Institute to provide support to the set-up of a training
centre for statisticians in Ukraine. This support will
consist of:
- training of future trainers, as mentioned above, and

The National Statistical Institutes of the European
Union (EU), the European Free Trade Association (EFTA),

Albania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic , Estonia, Hungary, Macedonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia.
2

Algeria, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco,
Palestine, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey.
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consulting for curriculum development for their
future training programmes.

Publications
The TES Institute has decided to set up a TES Manual
Series for the manuals to be developed in the specialisation
areas covered by the vocational training programme (i.e.
Data Collection and Survey Methodology, Economic
Statistics, Social Statistics and Publication, Dissemination
and Use of Statistics).
The following publications are available from the TES
Institute:
•

•

Introduction to Demographic Data Analysis by Mr Otto
Andersen from Statistics Denmark. This manual will
cover subjects like: data in demography, Lexis diagram,
fertility, mortality, etc. The manual is obtainable from
the TES Institute at 20 Ecus.
Index Number Theory and Practice by Prof. Marco
Martini from the University of Milano.

Detailed information on the publications mentioned
above, brochures, specific projects, etc. are available from
TES.

Centro Europea par la Formacion de
Estadisticos de Paises en Desarrollo (CESD)

CD
contact

telephone
fax
e-mail

Cesd
MADRID

Prof. Jose L. Cervera,
Director of International Relations
INE
Paseo de la Castellana 183, D0 216
28046 MADRID, Spain
+ 34 1 583 9241
+34 1 583 9520
jlcervera@ine.es

CESD-Madrid is a non-profit organisation, founded in
1991, the aim of which is to implement technical cooperation activities in the field of official statistics. Its main
activities are:
•
•
•

Training of Latin- American statisticians;
Technical co-operation in the field of tourism statistics
in the Euro-Mediterranean region;
Organisation of stages of foreign statisticians at INE.

Future activities include management of large cooperation programmes with the Mercosur Countries
(Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay) and with the
Mediterranean non-EU countries on foreign trade statistics.
These activities are based on programmes, financed by
INE Spain and the European Commission. The
management of CESD-Madrid is executed in close co-
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operation with INE. Professor Pilar Martin-Guzman 1s
President ofCESD-Madrid and President ofINE.

European Centre for World-wide Cost of
Living Comparisons (EuroCost)

,Euror.ost

CD
contacts

telephone
fax
e-mail

Jean-Louis Bodin, President, Board of Directors
or: Michel Mouyelo-Katoula, Director
EuroCost a.s.b.l.
1, rue Emile Bian
L-1235 LUXEMBOURG, Luxembourg
+352 49 84 58
+352 49 57 13
eurocost@eurocost.lu

EuroCost is a Luxembourg-based non-profit-making
association. It was created with the assistance of Eurostat
(the statistical office of the European Union), the member
states' national statistics offices and other public bodies.
The statistical methods of EuroCost are based on the
experience and research of Eurostat and fifteen European
National Statistical Institutes. EuroCost also co-operates
with the statistical offices of the OECD and the United
Nations.
The aim of EuroCost is to provide companies and public
institutes with high-quality information services with
regard to cost of living for expatriates in the EU and some
140 other countries. EuroCost is represented in France,
Germany, Italy, Great Britain and the Netherlands.
EuroCost supplies at present some 150 companies and
public sector organisations with cost of living services.
Among the users are several European and non-European
Foreign Offices, public institutions such as the European
Commission and the United Nations, banks, international
development organisations, multinationals, tax consultancies, etc.
The office in Luxembourg has a permanent staff of 18
persons. This team is supported by 20 consultants and 90
local surveyors world-wide.
The Board of Directors of EuroCost is composed of 7
statisticians from 4 European countries. It is chaired by
Jean-Louis Bodin, ISi President-Elect. EuroCost's Director
is Michel Mouyelo-Katoula, ISI member. The General
Assembly is composed of 50 statisticians representing 15
European countries, and a few members from other
countries.

Characteristics of the EuroCost Method
•

Independence: the consultants and local surveyors of
EuroCost have a professional and no personal interest in
the EuroCost surveys.
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•

•
•

A base price survey of a basket of 650 products
representing the consumption habits of a western
family.
Updates every three months using a survey of 250
products.
Home and host based approaches in regard to cost of
living comparisons.

Price Comparison Surveys
As mentioned above, EuroCost specialises in independent,
high-quality information services with regard to international cost of living. It conducts price comparison surveys
for a large number of goods and services consumed by
expatriates. This research has three dimensions: prices can
be compared on a spatial (geographical), a chronological
and an international basis.
Spatial Price Comparison Surveys

Spatial price comparisons between locations are known as
'Place- to-Place' surveys. EuroCost uses a shopping basket
of 650 goods and services which are surveyed once every
three or four years to compare prices and characteristics
such as weights, brands, types of packaging and special
criteria such as country of origin.
These surveys are carried out by a EuroCost consultant
in collaboration with two independent surveyors who have
lived as expatriates in the country concerned for some time.
The information supplied by these surveyors and by
European embassies is used to update the list of sales
outlets. Three to five prices are recorded for each item
(commodity or service) in three or four outlets or
enterprises.
Chronological Price Comparison Surveys

In many countries, the Consumer Price Index (CPI) is used
to measure inflation. Inflation is an increase in the cost of
living owing to increases in prices of goods and services
over a given period (usually a year). In most countries, the
CPI is calculated by the national statistics offices. However,
in many instances, this index cannot accurately be used to
express the price inflation of items in the expatriate
shopping basket. Instead, EuroCost will engage an
expatriate living in the host country to act as a local
surveyor, and he or she will survey the prices of some 250
goods and services four times a year. This is known as the
'Time-to-Time' survey.
International Comparison Programmes

EuroCost has a sound experience in conducting price
surveys related to the International Comparison
Programme (ICP) and in analysing relevant Purchasing
Power Parities (PPP's) in order to determine spatial
price level indices of countries and their real GD P's.
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Chapter VI
Calendar of Events

(compilation cut-off date 1 June 1999)

This chapter of ARIS presents an extensiw
listing ofmeetings for a number ofyears ahead.
This Calendar can always be consulted in its
most recent form on the !SI homepage:
http://www.cbs. nllisil
Items for inclusion in the Calendar are always
u:elcome and can be sent to the IS! Permanent
Office, PO Box 950, 2270 AZ Voorburg,
The Netherlands. E-mail: isi@cbs.nl.
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Calendar of Events
1999
5-7 July

New Zealand Statistical Association 50th Anniversary Conference to be held in Victoria
University of Wellington, New Zealand.
Info: NZSA 1999 Conference Secretary, P.O. Box 1731, Wellington, New Zealand.
E-mail: nzsa99@mcs.vuw.ac.nz

7-9July

3rd National Conference of the Italian Region of the International Biometric Society, to be
held in Rome, Italy.
Info: Rita Abbondanza, Istituto Applicazioni Calcolo del CNR, Viale del Policlinico 137, 00161
Roma, Italy. Tel.: +39 06 88470276; Fax: +39 06 4404306; E-mail: sib99@iac.rm.cnr.it;
URL: http://www.iac .rm.cnr.it/events/SIB99/SIB99.htm

8-24 July

XXIXth Probability Summer School, to be held in Saint-Flour (Canta/) , France.
Info: P. Bernard, Universite Blaise Pascal, Mathematiques Appliquees, 63177 Aubiere Cedex,
France.
Tel.: +33 4 73407052; Fax: +33 4 73407064; E-mail: bemard@ucfma.univ-bpclermont.fr

12-16 July

19th IFIP TC 7 Conference on System Modelling and Optimisation to be held in Cambridge,
UK.
Info: E-mail: tc7@amtp.cam.ac.uk (add your postal address if you would prefer to receive this
information by ordinary mail).

18-23 July

International Research Forum on Statistical Reasoning, Thinking, and Literacy (SRTL), to
be held in Kibbutz Be'eri, Israel.
Info: Dani Ben-Zvi, E-mail: ntdben@wiccmail.weizmann.ac.il
and Joan Garfield, E-mail: jbg@tc.urnn.edu;URL:http://www.beeri.org/SRTL.

19-23 July

14th International Workshop on Statistical Modelling to be held in Graz, Austria.
Info: Herwig Friedl, Institute of Statistics, Technical University Graz, Lessingstr. 27 /1, 8010 Graz,
Austria. Tel.: +43 316 873 6477; Fax: +43 316 873 6977; E-mail: friedl@stat.tu-graz.ac.at

2fr30July

IV Congreso Latino-americano de Sociedades de Estadistica to be held in Mendoza,
Argentina.
Info: Ricardo Leiva, Fae. de Ciencias Econ., Univ. Nacional de Cuyo, Casilla de Correo 594, CP
5500 Mendoza, Argentina. Tel.: +54 61 494009; Fax: +54 61 232779; E-mail: friedl@stat.tugraz.ac.at

5-9August

JASS Sponsored Workshop on Recent Trends in the Methodology for Social and Business
Studies, to be held in Jyvasky/a, Finland.
Info: Mr. Kari Djerf, Secretary of the Organising Committee, FIN-00022 Statistics Finland.
E-mail: kari.djerf@stat.fi; URL: http://www.stat.jyu.fi/ wshop99jy

fr7 August

The Eighth International Workshop on Matrices and Statistics, Satellite Meeting to the
Helsinki IS! Session.
Info: The Workshop Secretary, Dept. of Mathematics, Statistics and Philosophy, University of
Tampere, P.O. Box 607, FIN-33101 Tampere, Finland. Fax: +358 3 215 6157;
E-mail: workshop99@uta.fi; URL: http://www.uta.fi/~sjp/workshop99.html
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6-9August

A Satellite Meeting to the ISi Conference in Helsinki, on 'Statistical Methods for Image
Processing' to be held in Uppsala, Sweden.
Info: Dietrich von Rosen, Department of Mathematics, Uppsala University, Box 480, 75106
Uppsala, Sweden. URL: http://www.math.uu.se/-tomb/stat-im.htrnl

6-11 August

5th Annual Conference of the International Association of Mathematical Geologists. Focus
primarily on quantitative analysis related to the petroleum industry.
Info: Mr. Stephen Lippard, Dept. of Geology and Mineral Resources Engineering, Norwegian
University of Science and Technology (NTNU), 7034 Trondheim, Norway. Tel.: +47 73 594828;
Fax: +47 73 594814; E-mail: iamg99@geo.ntnu.no;URL:http://www.geo .ntnu.no/igb/iamg99/

8-12 August

1999 Joint Statistical Meetings, Baltimore, Maryland, USA. Sponsored by ASA, ENAR, IMS
and WNAR
Info: ASA, 1429 Duke St., Alexandria, VA 22314-3402, USA. Tel: +1703684 1221;
Fax: + 1 703 684 2037; E-mail: meetings@asa.mhs.compuserve.com

9August

Data Analysis Using Mixed Linear Models: An Introduction. A Short Course by Thomas
Mathew and Bimal Kumar Sinha, to be held in Helsinki, Finland.
Info: Secretary, Short Course 1999, Department of Statistics, University of Helsinki, P.O. Box 54,
00014 Helsinki, Finland. Fax: +358 9 191 8872; E-mail: short-99@valt.helsinki.fi.
URL: http://www.valt.helsinki.fi/til/rnixed.htrn

10-18 August

International Statistical Institute, 52nd Biennial Session (includes meetings of the Bernoulli
Society, The International Association for Statistical Computing, The International
Association of Survey Statisticians, The International Association for Official Statistics and
The International Association for Statistical Education, to be held in Helsinki, Finland.
Info: ISI Permanent Office, Prinses Beatrixlaan 428, P.O. Box 950, 2270 AZ Voorburg,
The Netherlands. Tel: +31 70 337 5737; Fax:+ 31 70 386 0025; E-mail: isi@cbs.nl
The 52nd Session of the ISI, Executive Secretariat, Statistics Finland,
FIN- 00022 Statistics Finland, Finland. Tel: + 358 9 17341; Fax: + 358 9 1734 2970;
E-mail: isi99@stst.fi; URL: http://www.stat.fi/isi99

19August

'Re-inventing Regression thru Graphics', A full day course by R. Dennis Cook and Sanford
Weisberg, to be held in Tampere, Finland.
Info: The Workshop Secretary, Dept. of Mathematics, Statistics and Philosophy, University of
Tampere, P.O. Box 607, 33101 Tampere, Finland. Fax: +358 3 2156157; E-mail:
workshop99@uta.fi;
URL: http://www.uta.fi/-sjp/workshop99.htrnl

19-20 August

CAED '99-International Conference on Comparative Analysis of Enterprise (micro) Data, to
be held in The Hague, The Netherlands.
Info: Dr. Bert M. Balk, Dept. of Statistical Methods, Statistics Netherlands, P.O. Box 4000,
2270 JM Voorburg, The Netherlands. Tel.: +3170337 4704; Fax: +3170387 7429;
E-mail: bblk@cbs.nl. URL: http://www.cbs.nl.

19-21 August

First International Symposium on Industrial Statistics (ISIS), a satellite meeting to the 52nd
session of the IS!. The Symposium is to be held in Linkoping, Sweden.
Info: Mr. Fredrik Ekdahl, Local organising committee, Division of Quality Technology and
Management, Linkoping University, Sweden. E-mail: lstisis@ikp.liu.se;
URL: http://www.q.ikp.liu.se/isis
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19-23 August

The 6th Tartu Conference on Multivariate Statistics, Satellite Meeting to the ISi Helsinki
Session, to be sponsored by the Bernoulli Society and IASC, to be held in Tartu, Estonia.
Info: E-M. Tiit, or T. Kollo, Institute of Mathematical Statistics, University ofTartu, J. Liivi 2,
EE-2400, Tartu, Estonia. Tel: +37 27 465488 or +37 27 465486; Fax: +37 27 433509;
E-mail: etiit@ut.ee or: kollo@ut.ee

20-21 August

JASS Satellite Conference on Small Area Estimation to be held in Riga, Latvia.
Info: Professor Jan Kordos, Central Statistical Office, Al. Niepodleglosci 208, 00-925 Warsaw,
Poland, Fax: +48 22 825 0395, E-mail: iass.riga99@csb.lv; URL: http://www.csb.lv/iass.riga99

20-25 August

JFIP Congress 2000, to be held in Beijing, China.
Info: Tel.: +43 2236 73616; Fax: +43 2236 736169; URL: http://www.ifip.or.at

21 August4 September

5th Summer School of ERS IASC, 3rd Millennium Challenge for Industrial Statistics, to be
held on the Island of Spetses, Greece. Devoted to the growing impact of statistical
methodology on industrial problems.
Info: URL: http://www.karlin.mff.cuni.cz/-antoch/SummerSchool99.html

23-24 August

ISi Satellite Conference on Statistical Publishing, to be held in Warsaw, Poland.
Info: ISi Permanent Office, 428 Prinses Beatrixlaan, P.O. Box 950, 2270 AZ Voorburg,
The Netherlands. Tel.: +3170337 5737; Fax: +3170386 0025; E-mail: isi@cbs.nl;
URL: http://www.cbs.nl/isi/satellite.html

23-27 August

Conference on Environmetrics in Greece, The Tenth International Conference on
Quantitative Methods for the Environmental Sciences, be held in Athens, Greece.
Info: Mr. Harry Pavlopoulos, Department of Statistics, Athens University of Economics and
Business,
76 Patission Str. 10434 Athens, Greece; E-mail: hgp@aueb.gr

24-26 August

Three day conference on Analysis of Survey Data, scheduled as a satellite meeting after the
IS/ Session in Helsinki, Finland, to be held in Southampton, UK.
Info: URL: http://www.socstats.soton.ac .uk/dept/conf99.html

25-28 August

Summer School on Generalised Convexity/Monotonicity, to be held on Samas, Greece.
Info: Mrs. Thea Vigli-Papadaki, Department of Mathematics, University of the Aegean, Karlovassi
83200 Samos Greece. Tel.: +30 273 33914; Fax: +30 273 33896; E-mail: gc6@math.aegean.gr;
URL: http://kerkis .math.aegean.gr/-gc6/GC6.htm.

30August3 September

6th International Symposium on Generalised Convexity/Monotonicity, to be held on Samos,
Greece.
Info: Mrs. Thea Vigli-Papadaki, Department of Mathematics, University of the Aegean, Karlovassi
83200 Samos Greece. Tel.: +30 273 33914; Fax: +30 273 33896; E-mail: gc6@math.aegean.gr;
URL: http://kerkis.math.aegean.gr/-gc6/GC6.htm.

31 August] September

Eurostat sponsored conference on The Measurement of Inflation co-hosted by Cardiff
Business School and the UK Office for National Statistics, to be held in Cardiff, UK.
Info: Professor Mick Silver, Cardiff Business School, Colum Drive, Cardiff CFl 3EU, UK.
Tel. +44 1222 874276; Fax: +44 1222 874419; E-mail: silver@cardiff.ac.uk

6-10 September

ECAS '99 (European Courses in Advanced Statistics) . Topic: Environmental Statistics. To
be held at Garpenberg, Sweden.
Info: Mr. Anders Grimvall, E-mail: angri@mai.liu.se
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6-24 September

School on Modern Statistical Methods in Medical Research. To be held at the International
Centre for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, Italy.
Info: International Centre for Theoretical Physics, P.O. Box 586, 34100 Trieste, Italy.
E-mail: smrl l22@ictp.trieste.it, or: sci_info@ictp.trieste.it;URL: http://www.ictp.trieste.it

13-16 September

44th Annual Conference of the German Society of Medical Informatics, Biometry and
Epidemiology (GMDS)
Info: Norbert Victor, Department of Medical Biometry, Institute of Medical Biometry and
Informatics, University of Heidelberg, Im Neuenheimer Feld 305, 69120 Heidelberg, Germany, or:
Lutz Edler, Biostatistics Unit, German Cancer Research Center, Im Neuenheimer Feld 280,
69120 Heidelberg, Germany. Fax: +49 6221 564195; E-mail: GMDS-ISCB99@dkfz-heidelberg.de;
URL: http://dkfz-heidelberg.de/biostatistics/GMDS-ISCB99

13-17 September

Heidelberg Congress Week: Joint conference of GMDS-ISCB 99 to be held in Heidelberg,
Germany.
Info: Norbert Victor, Department of Medical Biometry, Institute of Medical Biometry and
Informatics, University of Heidelberg, Im Neuenheimer Feld 305, 69120 Heidelberg, Germany, or:
Lutz Edler, Biostatistics Unit, German Cancer Research Center, Im Neuenheimer Feld 280,
69120 Heidelberg, Germany. Fax: +49 6221 564195; E-mail: GMDS- ISCB99@dkfz-heidelberg.de;
URL: http://dkfz-heidelberg.de/biostatistics/GMDS-ISCB99

14-17 September

20th Annual Conference of the International Society of Clinical Biostatistics (ISCB)
Info: Norbert Victor, Department of Medical Biometry, Institute of Medical Biometry and
Informatics, University of Heidelberg, Im Neuenheimer Feld 305, 69120 Heidelberg, Germany, or:
Lutz Edler, Biostatistics Unit, German Cancer Research Center, Im Neuenheimer Feld 280, 69120
Heidelberg, Germany. Fax: +49 6221 564195; E-mail: GMDS-ISCB99@dkfz-heidelberg.de;
URL: http://dkfz-heidelberg.de/biostatistics/GMDS-ISCB99

14-18 September

Second European Conference on Highly Structured Stochastic Systems to be held in Pavia,
Italy.
Info: URL: http://www.unipv.it/hsss99/hsss.htrnl

19-24 September

Third Seminar on Stochastic Analysis, Random Fields, and Applications and Third
Minisymposium on Stochastic Methods in Financial Models, to be held in Ascona,
Switzerland.
Info: Mrs. E. Gindraux, Ascona 99, Mathematics Department, EPFL, 1015 Lausanne, Switzerland.
Fax: +41 21 693 4303; E-mail: gindraux@math.epfl.ch;
URL: http://www-math.math. univ-paris 13 .fr/-russo/Ascona99 .html.

22-24 September

Third International Conference on Survey and Statistical Computing, to be held in
Edinburgh, Scotland.
Info: Diana Elder, Administrator, ASC, P.O. Box 60, Besham, Bucks, HP5 3QH, UK.
Tel/Fax: +44 1494 973033; E-mail: asc@essex.ac.uk

30 September-

] October

Biometrie et Epidemiologie 99. Topic: Diffusion of rarely-used statistical methods in
Epidemiology.
To be held in Vannes, France. Main language: French; non-French speakers may use
English.
Info: Jean-Frarn;ois Petiot, Ins ti tut Universitaire de Technologie, 8 rue Montaigne, 56017 Vannes,
France.
Tel.: +33 6 101 26396; Fax: +33 2 974 63190; E-mail: epibiostat@iu-vannes.fr;
URL: http://www.iut.iu-vannes.fr
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Workshop on 'Statistical Modelling-Extreme Values and Additive Laws', to be held in the
area of Lisbon (Estoril), Portugal.
Info: M. Ivette Gomes, Department of Statistics and Operations Research, Faculty of Sciences,
University of Lisbon, Bloco C2, Piso 2, Campo Grande, 1749- 016 Lisboa, Portugal.
Tel. : +351 17500041; Fax: 351 17500081/750 0120; E- mail: mod.vela@fc.ul.pt;
URL: http://www.fc.ul.pt/cea/vela.

4-8 October

International Sections on Mathematical Methods in Geology and on Geodetics, to be held in
Prague, Czech Republic.
Info: Mr. Nemcova Lidmila. E-mail: Nemcoval@vse.cz

5-6 October

International Symposium on PLS Methods, PLS'99, to be held in Jouy-en-Josas, France.
Info: Cisia Ceresta, Secretariat PLS'99, 1 avenue Herbillon, 94160 Saint-Mantle, France.
Tel.: +33 143749520, Fax: +33 143741729; E-mail: cisia@calva.net;URL:http://www.cisia.com.

10-16 October

1999 Seoul International Conference of UN NGO 's 'The Role of NGO 's in the 21st Century:
Inspire, Empower, Act '. To be held in Seoul, Korea.
Info: Dr. Young Seek Choue, Seoul Host Convenor, Chancellor, Kyung Hee University System,
Seoul, 130-701, Korea. Tel. : +82 2 961 0005 6; Fax: +82 2 961 0100;
E-mail: khsa0002@nms.kyunghee.ac.kr

22-23 October

Workshop on 'Correlated data modelling: the estimating equations approach', to be held at
the University of Trieste, Italy.
Info: Dario Gregori, Department of Economics and Statistics, University of Trieste, P.le Europa 1,
34127 Trieste, Italy. Tel. : +39 40 676 7927; Fax: +39 40 567543; E-mail: gredar@univ.trieste.it;
URL: http://disesl7.univ.trieste.it/Wuts/wuts.htrn

28-31 October

International Conference on Survey Nonresponse to be held in Portland, Oregon, USA.
Info: Joint Program in Survey Methodology: URL: http://www.bsos.umd.edu/jpsm. Specific
questions can be posed to: icsn@survey.umd.edu; URL: http://www.jpsm.umd.edu/icsn99;
Tel/Fax: +44 1494 973033; E-mail: asc@essex.ac.uk

South African Statistical Conference.

November,
1st week

Info: URL: http://www.directories.co.za/sasa/

15-17 November

FCSM Research Conference to be held in the area of Washington, DC, USA.
Info: Ruth Detlefsen, Bureau of the Census, Room 1182-3, Washington, DC 20233, USA.
Tel. :+ 1 301 457 3390; Fax: + 1 301 457 3396; E-mail: fcsm@ccmail.census.gov;
URL: http: www.bts.gov/fcsm.

25-26 November

XXeme Rencontre Franco-Beige de Statisticiens on 'Factor Models', to be held in Brussels,
Belgium.
Info: E-mail: rfbs99@ulb.ac.be; URL: http://isro.ulb.ac.be.

6-9 December

In co-operation with the National Statistical Office of Singapore, !SI is preparing a Cutting
Edge Conference on the subject 'Measurement of£-Commerce', to be held in Singapore.
Info: E-mail: isi@cbs.nl; URL: http://singstat.gov.sg .

2000
16-19 March

Statistics: Reflections on the past and visions of the future. An international conference in
honour of Professor C.R. Rao on the occasion of his 80th birthday, to be held at the
University of Texas, San Antonio TX, USA
Info: Associate Professor Nandini Kannan. E-mail: kannan@sphere.math.utsa.edu
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21-24March

The fourth 'Stochastik Tage' (German Open Conference on Probability and Statistics), to be
held in Hamburg, Germany.
Info: G. Neuhaus, Institut fiir Mathematische Stochastik, Universitat Hamburg, 20146 Hamburg,
Germany. E-mail: stoch2000@math.uni-hamburg.de; URL: http://stoch2000.math.uni-hamburg.de.

14-16April

Workshop on Hierarchical Modelling in Environmental Statistics to be held at Ohio State
University, Columbus, Ohio, USA.
Info: Noel Cressie, Department of Statistics, 1958 Neil Avenue, 404 Cockins Hall, The Ohio State
University, Columbus, Ohio, OH 43210--1247, USA. Tel.: +1614292 5194, Fax: +1 614 292 2096.
E-mail: ncressie@stat.ohio-state.edu, URL: http://www.stat.ohio-state.edu/-ncressie

16-19 April

FRACTAL 2000. 'Complexity and Fractals in the Sciences',
Multidisciplinary Conference, to be held in Singapore.

6th International

Info: URL: http://www.kingston.ac.uk/fractal/

15-20May

Fifth World Congress of the Bernoulli Society for Mathematical Statistics and Probability
and 63rd Annual Meeting of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics, to be held in
Guanajuato, Mexico.
Info: IMS/Bernoulli Society, CIMAT, Apdo. Postal 402, Guanajuato, GTO, 36000 Mexico.
Tel.: +52 473 27155; Fax: +52 473 24511; E-mail: wc2000@fractal.cimat.mx;
URL: http://www.Bemoulli-ims- 2000.org.rnx

June

ICES-II, International Conference on Establishment Surveys-II, Survey Methods for
Businesses, Farms and Institutions, to be held in Buffalo, New York, USA.
Info: URL: http://www.ICES2.htm

4-7 June

Annual Meeting of the Statistical Society of Canada, to be held in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.
Info: Local Arrangements Chair: Andre Dabrowski, Department of Mathematics and Statistics,
University of Ottawa, 585 King Edward, Station A, P.O. Box 450, Ottawa, Ontario, KIN 6N5,
Canada;
E-mail: ardsg@mathstat.uottawa.ca

2-7 July

The XXth International Biometric Conference to be held on the campus of the University of
California at Berkeley, USA.
Info: URL: http://www.biostat.ucsf.edu/IBC2000/

4-7 July

Second International Conference on Mathematical Methods in Reliability-MMR '2000, to
be held in Bordeaux, France.
Info: Dr. Valentina Nikoulina, Universite Victor Segalen-Bordeaux 2, UFR MI2S, B.P. 69,
33076 Bordeaux, Cedex, France. Tel.: +33 557 571070; Fax: +33 557 571532;
URL: http://www.mass.u-bordeaux2.fr/MI2S/MMR2000

7-11 August

JASE Round Table Conference on the Training of Researchers in the Use of Statistics to be
held at the Institute ofStatistical Mathematics, Tokyo, Japan.
Info: Carmen Batanero, Departamento Didactica de la Matematica, Facultad de Educaci6n,
Campus de Cartuja, 18071 Granada, Spain.E-mail: batanero@goliat.ugr.es;
URL: http://www.ugr.es/-batanero/iasert.htm

20-25 August

16th IFIP World Computer Congress will take place in Beijing, China.
Info: IFIP Secretariat, Hofstrasse 3, 2361 Laxenburg, Austria. Tel.: +43 2236 73616;
Fax: +43 2236 736169; URL: http://www.ifip.or.at/, FTP: ftp.ifip.or.at
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21-25 August

Calendar of Events

COMPSTAT 2000, organised jointly by Statistics Netherlands and Utrecht University, will
be held in Utrecht, The Netherlands.
Info: COMP STAT 2000, Professor Peter van der Heijden, Dept. of Methodology and Statistics,
Faculty of Social Sciences, Utrecht University, P.O. Box 80140, 3508 TC Utrecht, The Netherlands.
Fax: +31 30 2535797; E-mail: compstat@fbu.uu.nl; URL: http://neon.vb.cbs.nl/rsm/compstat

4-8 September

IAOS 2000 Conference on Official Statistics and Human Rights, to be held in Neuchatel,
Switzerland.
Info: Ms. Carol Mottet, Department of International Affairs, Swiss Federal Statistical Office,
10 Espace de I' Europe, 2010 Neuchatel, Switzerland. Tel.: +41 32 713 6009; Fax: +41 32 713 6002;
E-mail: carol.mottet@bfs.admin.ch; URL: http://www.admin.ch/bfs/about/internationaViaos-htm

18-22 September

International Data Analysis Conference (IDA 2000), to be held in Innsbruck, Austria.
Info: Professor Reinhard Viertl, Technische Universitat Wien, Institut fur Statistik, Wiedner
Hauptstr. 8/ 107, 1040 Wien, Austria. Tel.: +43 1 58801;
URL: http://www.statistik.tuwien.ac.at/ida2000

29 December] January 2001

International Conference on Recent Developments in Statistics and Probability and Their
Applications, to be held at the University of Delhi, India. This International Indian
Statistical Association (IJSA) Biannual Conference is organised by IISA India Chapter in
collaboration with other Indian organisations.
Info: Kanwar Sen, Department of Statistics, University of Delhi, Delhi 110007, India.
Tel.: +91 11 723 1427 (Home); +91 11 725 6671 (Office); E-mail: dustats@del3.vsnl.net.in

2001
22-29 August

International Statistical Institute, 53rd Biennial Session (includes meetings of the Bernoulli
Society, The International Association for Statistical Computing, The International
Association of Survey Statisticians, The International Association for Official Statistics and
The International Association for Statistical Education), to be held in Seoul, Korea.
Info: ISi Permanent Office, Prinses Beatrixlaan 428, P.O. Box 950, 2270 AZ Voorburg,
The Netherlands. Tel.: +31 70 337 5737; Fax: +31 70 386 0025; E-mail: isi@cbs.nl;
URL: http://www.nso.go.kr/isi2001 .
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